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FORWARD by JOHN WOMACK

I am John Womack Snr, BSAC First Class Diver, Advanced Instructor & owner of Otter Drysuits in
Yorkshire, having dived the Britannic, Prince of Wales, Repulse and the Victoria plus many more over
the last 40 years | would not go anywhere in the Red Sea without one of Peter's guide books. | have
been on numerous successful trips of Peter's including wreck searching in Truk Lagoon.

Peter's new book is awesome, there are so many wrecks and to give detailed descriptions of all the
wrecks themselves is great, it makes you feel like you have dived them already. | remember doing
a night dive on the Thistlegorm which was just fantastic it was pitch black with pin points of light
from fellow divers lights.In the south, Peter, Tom and myself went looking for the wreck of the
Maidan on Rocky Island, we followed the debris trail down to 65mtrs and there before us was the
huge shadow of the wreck hanging over the abyss starting at 80 mtrs. We could only look down in
wonder, but we had found what we were looking for after 10 years.

Peter's trips are a must and very much like his trips his books are a must read, Peter is a walking
encyclopaedia on all things diving and ship wrecks. A lot of great ships were made in the North East
and it comes as no surprise to me that this is where Peter came from too, we have been
friends/fellow wreck divers a lot of years and hope to be sharing experiences and books for many
more years to come.

John Womack

MD Otter Watersports

~ Yorkshire.March 2018

— Otter Drysuits, UK
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This series of guides is respectfully dedicated to this great man. | am proud to have called him
friend and shared his last dive. JOHN MICHAEL WOMACK 23 MARCH 1943- 30™ NOV.2018

i-lome to over 100 different species
of animals, from Harvest Mice to
Snow Leopards & Birds of Prey.

We are a family-run, not-for-profit zoo in the Northeast of England.
Our mission is to become a leader in conservation and education.

You can tune in and see what happens behind-the-scenes at the
zoo, featuring our amazing animals & staff and understand what
it takes to manage and develop a zoo in England.

Join the herd, follow us
E] Facebook: /northumberlandzoo
@ Instagram: @nontﬁmberlandzoo
Tiktok: @northumberlandzoo
ﬂ Youtumlortmlanﬂoo
V] Tmttef’é)‘NrthContZoo

www.NorthumberiandZoo.co.uk
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INTRODUCTION

Of the three ABC islands, which make up the Dutch Antilles, Aruba is perhaps the least known,
overshadowed by Bonaire and Curacao. Close to the coast of Venezuela. Aruba is perhaps the “quite
little backwater” of the Caribbean, and yet for the wreck diving photographer it has a wealth of
unique picture taking opportunities all year round; and the reefs are nice too!

From WW?2 wrecks to drug smuggling aircraft, Aruba’s crystal clear waters have some outstanding
and remarkable dives, some created by accident others as a deliberate act. Many with an interesting
story behind their sinking.

Most of the diving takes place along the western side of the island as the prevailing wind makes
the eastern coastline less accessible. However this means that there is great potential to discover
new wrecks as yet un recorded.

My introduction to this colourful island came as a guest of the Arubian Tourist board, and my
interest became focused with their shipwreck claim to fame; The first wreck they listed sparked
off the title for my write up “Aruba’s Titanic Connection”.

My visit was supposed to last for 3 days. I stayed for 10!
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ABUBA

ARUBA

DEBBIE 11

TUGBOAT

Arubais an island and a constituent country of the Kingdom of the
Netherlands in the mid-south of the Caribbean Sea, about 29 kilometres
(18 mi) north of the Venezuelan peninsula of Paraguana and 80
kilometres (50 mi) northwest of Curacao. It measures 32 kilometres ? —
(20 mi) long from its north-western to its south-eastern end and 10

kilometres (6 mi) across at its widest :
<<} point. Together ~ with Bonaire and Curagao,
Aruba forms a group referred to as the ABC islands. Collectively,
these and the other three Dutch substantial islands in

_ the Caribbean are often called the Dutch Caribbean, of which

Aruba has about 1/3 of the population.

Aruba is one of the four countries that form the Kingdom of the Netherlands, along with
the Netherlands, Curagao, and Sint Maarten;. Its capital is Oranjestad.

Unlike much of the Caribbean region, Aruba has a dry climate and an arid or desert, cactus-

strewn landscape. It is south of the typical latitudes of hurricanes but was affected by two in
their early stages in late 2020.
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S.S. ANTILLA

The ANTILLA was built in 1939 by
Deutsche Werft of Hamburg. She was
launched in 1939, completed, and
commenced her maiden voyage the
same year. The ship was 400ft, 4363
tons and was built for the German firm
Hamburg Amerikanische Packetfahrt
Actien Gesellschaft (HAPAG) . Unlike
most steam ships she had the pre
designate of E.S. (Electro Ship) fitted
with two steam turbines connected to

| ST g T p—

= CHRACAS) RN, RENIIEZ 8 Co an electricmotor built by the
M ANIRA: B TEADGS Coupant Allgemeine Elektricitats Gesellschaft

She was rumoured to have been used as a
submarine depot ship, but her cargo had
proved innocent enough. She was bound for
Europe with a cargo of Sulpur when
Germany invaded Polland, being ordered to
seek refuse in a neutral port. Between 1
September 1939 and 29 February 1940 captain
Schmidt made no attempt to break the blockade
of French and British warships. and on 10 May
1940 German forces invaded The Netherlands. At that time the Antilla was anchored in front of
Malmok Beach . As the German invasion was considered an act of war the Dutch government ordered
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all German merchant ships in the Dutch Antilles to be confiscated and the German crews to be
arrested.

Stalling the local militia, the crew prepared the ship for scuttling, opened the sea cocks and started
fires before abandoning the ship and being interned.

The ship was engulfed in flames along her length, took on water and settled on her port side.

She is one of the biggest wrecks in the Caribbean, and is covered in marine life.In recent years she
has began to collapse in on her self. Maximim depth is 18 mtrs.

At night the wreck is a blaze of orange coral poyps and crawls with spiney lobsters.

Huge shoals of sweepers shelter in the wreckage-Pelicans wait patiently above-as Jacks dash
in and drive the sweepers skyward!.

DIVERS LOG SEPT12 99 #3198/3204/7; “freighter intact but engines and boilers missing.
Shoaling fish everywhere. Invertebrate life quite amazing; Masts are covered in yellow
tubularia and sea squirts. Superb wreck !Cornet fish everywhere; natural light made it
spectacular; French angels everywhere grunts; rock beauty; damsels ;blue stripped grunt;
Sergeant majors Trunk fish; Depth 18 mtrs dive time 55minutes ;Equipment used NIK 5
1SMM/RSAF 28MM”
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redsealiveaboard.com Is the home of MY
Charlotte based in the Red Sea, British owned
and operated.

With our owners working on board the service
to our customers is first class.

We can tailor our itineraries to suit your group
needs and even change itineraries while
onboard MY Charlotte.

We do not hide any extras, what you see is what you pay.
We always have a great atmosphere on our trips, you might start the week as strangers but after an
action-packed adventure, you will be friends for life. Individuals, Groups and Clubs all welcome.

What do we offer?
We run itineraries all across the Red Sea here is list of our most common trips.

¢ Snorkelling/Freediving Dolphin Specials

o Adventure Tours

o Northern Wrecks and Reefs

¢ North and Straits of Tiran

o North and Brothers

o Shark Special (Brothers, Deadalus and Elphinstone)

¢ Deep South St Johns

¢ 10 Day Red Sea Wreck Special

e Technical Diving
We also pride ourselves on being the most flexible provider
in the Red Sea we can customise trips to suit your group’s
needs.

Learn to dive and continuing your education while enboard MY Charlotte...

MY Charlotte is a registered SSI Dive Boat has a team of Recreational Instructors and Instructor
Trainers allowing us to offer a wide range of courses from Open Water diver all the way to Instructor
so anything is possible on board with us.

We are lucky enough to also have Technical Instructors from SSI and TDI on our team which means we
can offer Technical Open circuit and Rebreather courses all the way down to 100m with Trimix so you
can go and visit the places very few have been.

Advanced Wreck and Technical Wreck courses are available so you can really see the full potential of
the wrecks we have around us.

MY Charlotte the home of The Red Sea Wreck Academy.

We are very lucky to have been working with Peter Collings the founder of The Red Sea Wreck
Academy, searching for and diving wrecks that not a lot of people know about. When on board for
our Wreck Specials Peter gives in depth, detailed briefings of what to expect on our dives and a
presentation about the history of the wreck in question.

Email: info@redsealiveaboard.com Phone: 07966142380

www.redsealiveaboard.com
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S.S.PEDERNALES

. S.S. Pedernales was a 4317 tons, 355 ft

steam tanker built in 1938 in Italy at Cantiere
{ Riunti dell Adriatico and owned by Lago
" Shipping Co. Ltd. (Esso) in London and had
a crew of 26. Her master was Herbert
McCall.

In the early morning hours of February 16,

e e ——m 2 1042 the German U boat U-156,.
commanded by the 33-year old Kapitanleutnant (commander) Werner Hartenstein began his
attack on the helpless vessels moored in the region. The first victim was the Lake tanker
Pedernales. the surfaced U-156 fired a single torpedo from one of the bow tubes. Pedernales
was loaded with crude oil and caught fire immediately. Eight crew members died as a result of
the explosion and the following inferno

Despite the fact that Pedernales was heavily damaged and burned fiercely she stayed
afloat and drifted away from the location where she was hit.

The following day she was located and tugboats towed her to shallow water where she was
deliberately run aground to enable a salvage effort. The still intact front and aft section were
separated from the damaged midsection
and both were towed to the Lago drydocks
where they were welded together. A make
shift bridge was put on to the 124 ft.
shorter hull and the ship left Aruba on July
30, 1942 for Curacao with final
destination Baltimore for further repairs.
It’s said that the midsection that was left

DIVERS LOG SEPT12 *99 #3200/1;

“DEPTH 25FT,Remains of WW2 Tanker thriving with shoaling fish, arrow crabs ,x mas tree
worm, cornet fish gobies, beautiful sea squirts and encrusting growth”

15
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“Wreck is in 4 parts, huge shoals of stripped goat fish; Equipment used RSAF 50MM
&28MM SB104”

16
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+COM
divelogs
Your diving memories deserve

the best home

020!
e ler 208 p oy Collings Wreck Notes

Take Peter's years of experience with you on your next trip
Special wreck sef pages for your log book.
Or take them underwater on your next dive, with our wet note versions!

www.divelogs.com

Recreational, Instructor, and Technical Dive Logs © Custom Dive Logs
Log Book Stamps ©Gear ScubaTags ©Compact Lightweight Binders © Custom Dive Slates
Dive Maps ©Archiving oFish Identification ©Certification Card Holders

17

~S




Deeplens.com

MV STAR GERREN

The Star Gerren was built at J.L. Meyer Shipyard in Papenburg, Germany and launched on September
22, 1965. The 499 tons cargoship measures 73.49 mtrs/245 ft in length and was named Santa
Maria. The first owners were Hermann & Engelbert Lohmann from Haren in Germany. Between 1965
and 1994 she changed
owners four times
and from 1985 she was
named Anna Maria. In
1991 her name was
changed back to Santa
Maria again. Between
1965 and 1994 she sailed
under German,
Singaporean and
Honduran  flag. In
1994 the Santa
Maria was sold to the
Valeron Corporation
N.V in Curacao. She was

renamed Star
Gerren and  registered
at home port Belize

City, Belize.

(courtesy of F.J. Olinga-Delfzijl)

On July 12, 1996, as the Star Gerren (call sign V3PK)was in the coastal waters of
Aruba, captain Blackman reported having engine trouble to the Aruban Authorities. Not long
after the first message of the captain however it looked like the crew of the Star Gerren had
managed to overcome her engine problems and was able to continue her journey. The optimism
of the captain was short lived: not long after the second report the five man
crew was confronted with engine failure beyond repair. The Aruba Ports Authority responded
by sending a tugboat to the Star Gerren to tow her into the harbor but bad luck seemed to
accompany the captain of the Star Gerren. During the attempt to salvage the Star Gerren one
of the hawsers got entangled in the propeller of the tugboat which had to limp back to the
harbor. Eventually the Star Gerren was salvaged on July 15 and berthed in Barcadera harbor on
July 16, 1996. Not long after being towed into Barcadera harbor the crew, due to the deplorable
state of the ship, abandoned her.

18
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(courtesy of Aruba Ports Authority)

Attempts to contact the owner of the ship failed and the Star Gerren remained in Barcadera
harbor until August 2000. In July and August 2000 the Star Gerren was reported to list to
starboard due to leakage thus turning it into an environmental hazard. These events speeded
up the decision to convert the ship into a dive object for scuba divers. On August 31, 2000 the
Star Gerren was towed to a location in front of the High Rise hotel area (Palm Beach) where
she was sunk in 21 mtrs/70 ft of water.

19
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M.V.JANE C

The 749 tons and 57 mtrs long cargo ship was launched on December 30, 1959, from Westerbroek
SW shipyard in Westerbroek Holland as the M.V. Blackthorn. The Blackthorn sailed in British waters
under the UK flag and was owned by the firm S. William Coe. & Co. Ltd. She was later

renamed Rudyard and in 1976 she was converted into a aggregates carrier. In 1980 the Rudyard was
i sold to S&D Shipping Ltd.

in Bembridge, registered in
Shoreham (UK) and renamed Jane
Sea.

The Jane Sea arrived at in
Barcadera Harbour September
1984 with a cargo of cement from
Costa Rica. She was still registered
in Shoreham (UK) but now owned
by Deroche Enterprises Ltd. seated

in Trinidad. During berthing she
had major engine trouble and was abandoned. She was scuttled on September 4, 1988 just south of
Barcadera harbour.

She sits upright on the sea bed her prop in 28mtrs, a hatch opening in the hull allows for a kinder
profile ,transiting into the interior from the outside of the wreck. A crane sits on the foredeck
covered in marine life and offers great photo opportunities

DIVERS LOG SEPT17 99 #3211

“Small upright ore carrier in 28mtrs at the bottom of a slope. Prop covered in fan corals and
encrusting species. Current point on bridge good fish action. School of barracuda, crane on foredeck
, Foc’s’le. Could have dived it again. Depth 28 mtrs average 18.”

21
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a 120ft long refuelling barge/ coastal tanker which was sunk as a tourist attraction, sits upright
on the sea bed in 20mtrs. Large expanses of impressive leaf and brain corals make up the main
structure of the seabed interspaced with giant barrel and tube sponges, typifying the scenery of
Aruba. Stingrays frequent the area, and there is the added attraction of a wreck of a small
coaster the Debbie 2 sunk in 1992 which has become the home to many reef fishes, including
barracuda, grey angel fish French angel fish and yellow snapper. Unusual silver antheas hang
in “clouds” over the wreck, and the pipes and fitting are ideal structures for gobies, shrimps
and arrow crabs

DIVERS LOG SEPTI5 *99 #3206

“Small upright tanker; photo foray with residents; barracuda, French angels and silver antheas.
Deck fittings and pipes, holds accessible but empty. Nice aft bridge. Depth 20mtrs dive time
50 minutes equipment used; RSAF 28 mm lens , NIK V 15 mm lens”
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Expedition Products

Inspired by Real Lif
Adventures.. i

580 Transport Bags {
Designed for Expedition & Cave Diving. |

To carry S80(11litre) cylinders to the dive|,
location. i
Available for 1 or 2 cylinders.
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| Drybag Backpacks

Tough & Durable bags developed to easily
transport equipment to and from the dive site.
Two sizes available,

Small (73x29x28 cm) & Large (88x38x35cm)

Focus on Detail

WWW. store.com

email: sales@ store.com Tel +44(0)1162 388255
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AIRCRAFT TYPE CONVAIR CV240

SPECIFICATION crew: 2 0or3 flight deck crew,Capacity: 40

Length: 74 ft 8 in (22.76 m),Wingspan: 91 ft 9 in (27.97 m),
Height: 26 ft 11 in (8.20 m)

Powerplant: 2 x Pratt & Whitney R-2800-CA3 Double Wasp

Propellers: 3-bladed Hamilton Standard

Performance,;Maximum speed: 315 mph (507 km/h, 274 kn),Range: 1,200 mi (1,900 km, 1,000 nmi)

LOCATION, Renaissance Island ARUBA

CIRCUMSTANCE OF LOSS. The plane was confiscated during a drugs raid in the 1980’s

It was sunk as a diving attraction. There is a story that on the day the contraband was burned, the
prevailing wind, which should have carried the smoke out to sea changes- and the entire island was
covered in smoke, and from that day on was known a the “Happy Island”

WRECK TODAY. Initially he aircraft was fully intact and upright, then in 1999 When
hurricane henry hit the plane was broken in two. The main brake is just aft of the cockpit, but it is
still possible to enter the fuselage. The propellers lie separated and scattered but her defiant
tailfin still stands proud- until the next hurricane.

26
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AIRCRAFT TYPE NAMC YS-11

SPECIFICATION crew: 2; Capacity: 64 passengers

Length: 26.3 m (86 ft 3 in) Wingspan: 32 m (105 ft 0
in),Height: 8.98 m (29 ft 6 in)

Powerplant: 2 x Rolls-Royce Dart Mk.542-10K
turboprop engines, 2,250 kW (3,020 hp) each

Propellers: 4-bladed constant-speed fully-feathering

reversible propellers
Performance
Cruise speed: 469 km/h (291 mph, 253 kn) maximum at 4,575 m (15,010 ft)

Range: 2,110 km (1,310 mi, 1,140 nmi)

LOCATION Renaissance Island
CIRCUMSTANCE OF LOSS sunk as a diving attraction. Oct 2000

WRECK TODAY Following the bankruptcy of Air Aruba in October 2000, the YS-11 was sunk as

an artificial reef. It rests on a slope with its cockpit in14
i mtrs and the tail in 25-giving a nice dive profile,
starting at the stern.it now sits upright on the shallow,
sloping reef. The aircraft is virtually intact and sits
upright .From the tail a cargo door allows for entry
into the almost empty cabin area, with additional
doors just behind the cockpit. Its possible to swim
forward and inspect the cockpit and all in incumbent
controls.

" The nose shows some damage, but her engines remain
';__; in place and she still rests on her undercarraige, as if
taxying for take off

27
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S.S.CALIFORNIA

The publicity blurb supplied prior to my promotional visit, boasted proudly of Aruba’s
shipwrecks, in particular the Californian, which according to the brief had been involved with
the Titanic sinking Ah! I thought “Aruba’s Titanic Connection”. It turned out of course that
this shipwreck pre dated the Titanics’ sinking-and that vessel was the CaliforniaN....I never got
a return invite!

This then is the wreckage of a very old wooden hulled vessel in 30 ft of water and very
broken up, but never the less attracting a huge amount of sea life. Located at the northern end
of the island and is often exposed to strong currents.

The wreck lies on the north west side of the island in 10 to 15 mtrs and is very well dispersed
due to its location and the fact that most of her wooden hull has long since been devoured by
marine worms. Girders pies and other parts of the wreck are now covered in a carpet of
sponges and corals, and are the home to many of the tropical reef fishes, which abound in
these waters. It is considered a dive for experienced divers only due to the “less than calm”
seas

KAPPEL

The Kappel was sunk in 2009 in the bowl of Mangel Halto by JADS Dive Center, becoming Aruba’s
newest wreck. Situated in a sandy bottom at a depth of about 45 feet, the Kappel serves as an ideal
wreck site for both snorkelers and novice divers. In just three years, it has attracted juvenile fish, arrow
crabs, feather-duster worms, and a multitude of other underwater species. The beautiful lagoon of
Mangel Halto is not only the best place to snorkel in Aruba if it comes vibrant corals reefs and rich
marine life, but you can find also a shipwreck here. Kappel, a small tugboat is Arubas newest shipwreck
that lies in about 12-15 meters (40-50ft) deep water and thanks to the clear water, it is visible from the
surface too. Since it is a relatively new wreck, the corals have just started to settle on it. Therefore,
comparing to older wrecks, it might look a little plain, but still you can find fish cruising around and it
is definitely worth to visit if you are snorkelling in Mangel Halto.

28
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BONAIRE

BETH B APl ol
: HARTAT FRPCCE M
MR O LR PO BT e

Bonaire is an island in the Leeward Antilles in the Caribbean Sea. Its capital -
is Kralendijk, near the ocean on the lee side of the island. Aruba, Bonaire
and Curagao form the ABC islands, 80 km (50 miles) off the coast of Venezuela.
Unlike much of the Caribbean region, the ABC islands lie
@ outside Hurricane Alley. The islands have an arid climate that
attracts visitors seeking warm, sunny weather all year round.
Bonaire is a popular snorkelling and scuba diving destination because of
its multiple shore diving sites and easy access to the island's fringing reefs. A short 0.80
kilometres (0.50 mi) west of Bonaire across the sea is the uninhabited islet Klein Bonaire with
a total land area of 6 square kilometres (2.3 sq mi). Klein Bonaire has low-growing vegetation
including cactus, with few palm trees near the water and is bordered by white sandy beaches
and a fringing reef. The reefs, beaches and on-island reserves located on both Bonaire and
Klein Bonaire are under the protection of the Bonaire National Marine Park, and managed
by Stichting Nationale Parken Bonaire

29
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Bonaire was part of the Netherlands Antilles until the country's dissolution in 2010,when the
island became a special municipality within the country of the Netherlands. The Dutch West
India Company was founded in 1621. Starting in 1623, ships of the West India Company called
at Bonaire to obtain meat, water and wood. The Dutch also abandoned some Spanish and
Portuguese prisoners there, and these people founded the town of Antriol which is a contraction
of Spanish al interior (English: inside). The Dutch and the Spanish fought from 1568 to 1648
in what is now known as the Eighty Years War. In 1633, the Dutch—having lost the island of
St. Maarten to the Spanish—retaliated by attacking Curagao, Bonaire and Aruba. Bonaire was
conquered in March 1636. The Dutch built Fort Oranje in 1639.

MV HILMAN HOOKER

- The Columbian registered cargo
- ship was built in 1951 byVan Der
Giessen C. & Zonen - Scheepswerf
De Hoop, Krimpen Aan den Ijssel
as the MV Midisland

She sailed under the names of
MISTRAL, WILLIAM
EXPRESS, ANNA C and DORIC
EXPRESS before becoming the
HILMAN HOOKER in 1979
when she was bought by the San
| Andes shipping Line. She was
1027 tons gross,71.93 x 11 x3.8
mtrs. Power was derived from a 1 x 6 cyl. Werkspoor diesel engine, single shaft, 1 screw, with
a speed of 12 knots.

The HILMA HOOKER ran into some mechanical rudder difficulties while passing the island
of Bonaire. She was taken in tow and brought to the town pier, where customs immigrations
officials decided to search her after discovering that she carried no papers

It was soon learned that the Fbi had been tracking the vessel by satellite on the suspicion that
she was transporting illegal drugs. What they found on the HILMA HOOKER was over 25,000
pounds of marijuana hidden behind a false bulkhead. The marijuana was confiscated, taken out
of town and burned. The Hooker remained tied up to the town pier for months while officials
tried to locate the vessel’s owner. After a while she was moved and moored just offshore. Her
hull, which was not in the best condition, began to take on water, and her pumps eventually
gave out. On the morning of 12th September 1984, at approximately 9:00 Am, the vessel rolled
over and sank.

DIVING DETAILS The shipwreck lies on its port side, and is virtually intact in 50 ft. The bow
section has a fo’c’sle storeroom which is accessible and anchor winches on top. A huge mast
runs out onto the sea floor ans winches flank her empty forward hold.

30

NN

RS

B




Deeplens.com

The centre island has her main bridge, wheel house and navigation decks, which are easy to
access and make great swim throughs. Companionways run along eh perimeter Behind this is
her second hold and an aft mast, again with supporting winches. The galley and crew’s quarters
are in the aft structure along with here engine room, the funnel , short but still in situ. Silt and
rust particles have gathered here and there is little natural light..

Because of the size of the wreck, numerous moorings have been placed for the dive boats. All
of Bonaire’s dive shops visit the Hooker on a regular basis. Because it can be deeper than most,
the trips to the wreck are usually the first dive in the morning. It would be very difficult to
crowd this wreck. And, since it lies between two reefs, it is possible to finish the dive among
the many varied corals in shallower water.

Being covered in luxuriant life the wreck is very photogenic, and offers endless subject matter
for the snapper.
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S.S. MAIRI BAHN(WINDJAMMER WRECK)

The Mairi Bahn was an iron-

' { hulled Barque-rigged
“E;L _-'%%\ "Windjammer" Ship built in

] - Glasgow by Barclay, Curle and
- Co. in 1874 for the thriving
India-England  trade  routes.
Gaelic for "Bonny Mary" the
Mairi Bahn was was 239 feet
long with a 37 foot beam and
weighed 1,378 gross tons. Like
her  American  counterparts
e = = "rounding the horn" of South
America as they brought people and goods from East Coast to West, the Mairi Bahn spent
much of her early career rounding the African continent sailing from either India to Europe or
from New Zealand and Australia to England.

By the turn of the century the Mairi Bahn began to lose her trade routes to slower but more
reliable steamships and was eventually sold to the Italian trade group of Denegri & Mortola,
who used the clipper as a tramp freighter. Running from port to port for the first decade of the
1900's, the Mairi Bahn departed Genoa for Trinidad in early 1912 with a cargo of leather goods,
fabrics, olive oil and marble. After delivering her cargo safely to Trinidad, the ship took on a
full load of Asphalt Tar in barrels for an unknown destination and sailed from Port-au-Price
heading Westward riding the trade winds.

Passing South of Bonaire on the 7th of December 1912, the Mairi Bahn was caught in a heavy
storm which forced her Captain to seek shelter in the lee of Bonaire. As the clipper attempted
to reach shallow waters off Kralendijk, strong winds blew the ship past Bonaire and off the
island's Northwest coast, where her Captain was finally able to bring his ship about and began
tacking into the wind in an attempt to reenter the lee of the island. Passing out of the lee of
Punt'i Wekua, the ship was again lashed by high winds as her crew struggled to sail her clear
of the shallows towards deeper water, but her zig-zagging course and increasing winds soon
caught the Mairi Bahn broadside to the shore with set sails and quickly pushed her towards the
coast. Realizing the immediate peril, the her Captain let go of both his anchors and ordered all
sails dropped in a final effort to keep his ship from grounding, but the deep waters beneath her
prevented her anchors from finding purchase until after the Mairi Bahn had already been
pushed aground at the site of the present-day = BOPEC  terminal.

Pushed broadside by the wind and steadily mounting waves as the storm worsened, the barrels

of asphalt held below began to shift in stow, with some breaking open and spilling their
contents into the Mairi Bahn's hold. As her crew struggled to free their ship from the shoreline,

33




Deeplens.com

the flame from a kerosene lantern provided an ignition source for the spilled cargo and a
tremendous blast rocked the ship, killing four of her crew wreathing the ship in flames. With
her fate sealed, the Mairi Bahn was abandoned by her remaining 28 crew and left to her fate,
slowly rolling onto her Starboard side and burning heavily. Before sundown on December 7th,
the once-proud Clipper ship lost her battle with the sea and slid off the reef into deep water,
sliding down the steep reef slope and coming to rest on the sandy bottom over 200ft down.

Largely forgotten as time passed, the Mairi Bahn was rediscovered almost by accident when
surveyors planning the BOPEC pier pilings found a large mast on the reef pointing towards
deeper water. Spurred on by this news and stories of the fabled "WindJammer" which had
wrecked on Bonaire, local divers set about finding the wreck and finally found her at this
location lying on her Starboard side in roughly 200ft of water at the base of the reef slope.

Her shallowest point is her Port Rail, which lies at 141ft and facing the shoreline while her
remaining masts extend all the way to 225ft deep on a sandy bed. Though her wooden deck
and fittings have either been consumed by nature or the fire that claimed her, the Mairi Bahn's
hull remains in excellent condition and is covered with wire corals, sponges and teems with
marine life. Her asphalt cargo coats a large area downhill of the wreck and even today continues
to move downbhill at roughly 6 inches per year.

Touted as one of the most spectacular deep-water wrecks in the Caribbean, the Mairi Bahn, or
Windjammer as she's more commonly known, can only be dived by experienced divers who
are accompanied by local guides. The wreck's depth and typically strong deep-water currents
make it beyond the abilities of recreational divers, and its position directly off the heavily active
BOPEC terminal has made the wreck essentially 'off-limits' due to security concerns. However,
through advance planning with local dive operators and BOPEC, permission to dive the wreck
is still given only when the terminal is not receiving ships.

SPELONK WRECKS

On the west side near the SPELONK Lighthouse, are the remains of 4 well broken up wrecks.
Two appear to be sailboats, one fibre glass, one wood. The other two are an ocean going
fishing trawler and a small fishing boat, the latter being vey photogenic. It is a very exposed
section of coast and there for isn’t dived as much a the lee ward side of the island.

CURAQUO
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CURAQUO is a Lesser Antilles island country in the southern Caribbean
Seaand the Dutch Caribbean region, about 65km (40 mi) north of . & =

the Venezuelan coast. It is a constituent country of
*'* the Kingdom of the Netherlands.Together
with Aruba and Bonaire it forms the ABC islands.

Collectively, Curacao, Aruba and other Dutch islands
in  the Caribbeanare  often  called the Dutch
Caribbean.It lies on the continental shelf of South America. It is a thin island with a generally
hilly topography; the highest point is Mount Christoffelberg 372 m (1,220 ft) in the northwest.

The country was formerly part of the Curagao and Dependencies colony from 1815 to 1954
and later the Netherlands Antilles from 1954 to 2010, as "Island Territory of Curagao" It
includes the main island of Curagao and the much smaller, uninhabited island of Klein
Curagao ("Little Curacao"). its capital is Willemstad.

Curagao has a hot semi-arid climate with a dry season from January to September and a wet
season from October to December. The temperatures are relatively constant with small
differences throughout the year. The trade winds bring cooling during the day and the same
trade winds bring warming during the night. The coolest month is January with an average
temperature of 26.6 °C (80 °F) and the warmest month is September with an average
temperature of 29.1 °C (84 °F). The year's average maximum temperature is 31.4 °C (89 °F).
The year's average minimum temperature is 25.7 °C (78 °F). The seawater around Curacao
averages around 27 °C (81 °F) and is coldest (avg. 25.9 °C [78.6 °F]) around February to
March and warmest (avg. 28.2 °C [82.8 °F]) around September to October.

M.V.SUPERIOR PRODUCER S A

The MV Superior Producer started life
as the MV Andromeda (IMO nr.
5345431). It was built in 1957 as
coastal cargo ship by Handel &
Scheepsbouw Maatschappij Kramer
and Booy NV, from Kootstertille,
Netherlands. Measuring 50.22m (165ft)
in length and 7.79m (25'4ft) in width,
with a maximum draught of 2.58m
(8'4ft), this 400-ton freighter was
delivered on 8 November 1957 to

- = Muller and Reitsma NV, from
Rotterdam Netherlands. On 22 February, 1962, she was sold to Rederij L Remeeus NV, from
Rotterdam, Netherlands when she officially became known as the MV Superior Producer.

The ship had a rather mundane existence, picking up and dropping off cargo all along the
Dutch coastline. The vessel changed hands several times over the years, until 13 November
1970, when the MV Superior Producer was sold to Pan-Ven Line SA, and re-flagged to her
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new home port in Panama with the sole task of moving cargo between Willemstad (Curagao)
and Pampatar (Venezeula), a city on Isla Margarita.

Photo: Curagao Maritime Museum

On 30 September 1977, the MV Superior Producer arrived early in the morning and docked
on the inside of Curagao Harbour (St. Annabaai) just past Queen Emma floating bridge. It
was loaded with a Christmas cargo consisting of whisky, bottles of perfume, clothing and
bags, destined for two local Curagao merchants looking to profit from the upcoming holiday
season.

At 13:30, on fateful Thursday afternoon, the crew of nine men of Venezuelan and Colombian
nationality, cast off the lines. The ship Immediately began to heel dangerously, at which point
the captain ordered a portion of the cargo, not properly stowed, to be thrown overboard. This
did not help, and the situation was further complicated because the crew neglected to close
the portholes, and the Producer began taking on water. Even the efforts of the Curagao Port
Authority tugboat to pull the boat upright again had no effect.

After several unsuccessful attempts, the harbourmaster, fearing for safety of the crew and
ultimately for the harbour itself, decided to cease all rescue efforts. The tugboat dragged the
MYV Superior Producer about 500m (1,640ft) west outside the harbour entrance. At 16:30,
three hours after cast-off, the MV Superior Producer disappeared below the waves and into
the turquoise depths, about 150m (500ft) from shore. During this same period, the captain
and crew safely abandoned the ship and were picked up by a boat from the harbour police.
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DIVING DETAILS Today, the wreck sits quietly upright on its keel, with her bow facing west
in roughly 30m (100ft) of water and about 150m (500ft) from the shoreline just west of the
Curacao Mega-pier.The site can be closed if shipping traffic is present.

It is possible to dive from the shore, entering over the fringing reef, and as she has been down
since 1977 she is totally covered in marine life a veribable oasis. home to numerous colonies
and different species of corals, sponges, gorgonians and sea whips. The superstructure rising
to within 21m (72ft) of the surface, covered in a vast array of coral growt and thus vibrant fish
life. It is a natural attraction for schools of predatory fish such as tarpon, barracuda, snappers
and jacks.. Caribbean spiny lobsters, parrotfish, French and queen angelfish, turtles,
scorpionfish , banded coral shrimp, nudibranchs, flamingo-tongue shells and sometimes even
frogfish. Basket stars, octopus and large spider crabs are alL present.

With its wide-open cargo holds and accessible wheelhouse, the MV Superior Producer has
become firm favourite with visiting divers, and is suitable for all trained divers..

The CPA reminds all divers that when there are vessels moored at the piers, a temporary “no
diving” ban near the piers and or the Superior Producer wreck will be in effect for safety
reasons.

dedicated to @ quality

DESIGNED FOR DIVING
MADE FOR ADVENTURE

www.miflexhoses.co.uk
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Tntroduction

The Island of Grenada and its SiX smaller islands lie at the southernh end of
the Grenadines in the south easterh Caribbean Sea, horthwest of Trinidad
and Tobago, hortheast of Venezuela. It is khown as the "Spice Island"”

beCause of the production of hutmeg ahd mace. The Capital is St. eorge's

On March 17th 1649, a French expedition of 203 men from Martinigue led by
Jacques du Parquet founded a permanent settlement on (Grenada. The
French named their hew colonhy Grehade and established a Capital Khownh as
Fort Roval (later St. George).

The British captured Grenada during the Seven Years' War in 1762.

Grenada came under British rule at the Treaty Of Paris in 1763. The French
re-Captured the island during the American War of Independence in July
1779, but was restored to Britain with the Treaty of Versailles in 1783. In 1877
Grenada was made a Crown colony. &7

On Qctober 10th 1951, Grenhada held its first general
elections. From 1958 t0O 1962 (Grenada was part of the
Federation of the West Indies.

B, as an AssoCiated State.
W Independence was granted in 197¢.

The overthrow Of 3 moderate government by one which
was strongly pro-communist in 1983 worried {J.S.
President Rohald Reaganh. PartiCularly concerhing was the Cubah situation.
TReagan was worried that Cuba, uhder the direction of the Soviet (Jnion,
would use (Grenada as a refuelling stop for Cuba.

On Qctober 25t 1983 combined forcCes from the {Jnited States and the
TRegional Security System (RSS) based ih Barbados invaded Grenada in an
operation, codenhamed “QOperation (Jrgent Fury’. The United Natiohs General
Assembly condemned it as “a flagrant Violation Of international law”.

The (J.S. troops withdrew from @Grehada in DecCember 1983, the first
democCratiC elections SinCe 1976 were held in DeCember 198¢.

39




Deeplens.com

On 7t Geptember 200¢ the island was directly hit by Hurricane Ivan. Ivan, a
Category 3 hurriCane caused 90% Of the homes to be damaged or destroyed.
On 24t July 2005 Hurricane Emily struck the horthern part of the island.
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Lying with the Caribbeah Sea
to the west and the North
Agtlantic QCeah to the east,
Grenada covers some 132
square miles ahd consists of
the 6 parishes of St. Davids,
gt. Johns, St. (Georges, GCt.
Marks, St. Anhdrews and Gt
Partricks. The islands of
TRonde, Petite Martinique and
Carriacou make up the island
country.

The main concentration Of
shipwrecks, ahd indeed diving,
is centred around the south
east peninsular. The
surrounding waters are hot
particularly deep, reaching
some 35 metres. The AtlantiC
Coast tends to be less Calm
than the Caribbean side.

Dive Conditions: There are more thanh 25 dive sites off Grenhada. Most
sites are between 18 and ¢0 metres. The average water temperature is gbout
79 degrees in December and 8¢ degrees in July. Visibility is generally between
30 and 100 feet.

Climate: Average temperatures range from 75 t0 87 degrees. Temperatures
are cooler between November and February. The rainy season is from June
t0 December, but it rarely rains for more thah anh hour at a time and
generally hot every day.

Entry Documents: A Valid passport anhd returh or on-going ticket are
required.

Money Matters: The OffiCial Currency is the Eastern Caribbean dollar
(EC$2.68 = (JS$1 fixed). The {J.S. dollar, travellers’ Cheques and major Credit
Cards are widely accepted. There is an EC$50 (approximately (JS$20)
departure tax.

Language: The officCial language is English but a French-African patois is
widely spoken.
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Getting Around: Show a Valid driver's license to obtain a |oCal driving permit
from the traffiC department at the Central Police Station on the Carenage.
The cost is EC$30. Most Car rental compahies also issue |oCal permits.

AcCknhowledgements
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CONSTRUCTIONS - NAVALES,
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The BIANCA C was built in 194¢ by Provencale de Constructions Navales,
La Ciotat, in yard #161. She had triple sCrews and 31,500 BHP sulzer diesels
that could push her at speeds Of up to twenty two Knots, two masts ahd one
funnel. She was originally launched as the Marechal Petain,

After being launched in 1944,
the Marechal Petain's hull was
towed to Port Bouc. In August
Of the same Year the Germahs
sanhk the incomplete vessel as
they retreated from Southern
France. The ship was later raised
and completed.

TRenamed in 19¢6 as the [La Marseillaise. In 1958 she was sold to the Arosa [ine
InC. and rehamed the Arosa SKy. The vessel had accommodations fOr 200 first
Class passengers and 1,030 tourist Class. She was 593 foot long by 75 foot wide,
18,427 ton. Prior to her sinking she ohCe again Cchanged hands, Costa Cruise
Lines luxury Cruise ship owned by the [inea C Compahy of Genhoa.
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On Qctober 22nd 1961 she was at anchor off St. Georges, Grehada, when
suddenly in the early morning one of her massive boilers exploded instantly
Killing a Crewmen. Flames rapidly spread from the engine room to every deCck
e fuelled by her bunker oils. The force of the explosionh could be
‘—’ felt throughout the town. 750 passengers were Safely rescued
COStﬂ by a fleet of small Craft, manned by loCal residents. TwWoO Crew
CRUBICIRUSRSTE members died from their burns. Eight more were injured. With
little or nO emergency services Or fire fighting equipment the vessel was
doomed.

She was still burhing two
days later when the frigate
HMS Londonderry arrived
ahd took her in tow. Settling
slowly in the water she
eventually sank Off Port
Saline.

The [arge proportions OF this WreCk Can be seen 3s divers swim through a sHoal OF Z13ss Fish

(courtesy Aquanautcs)
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It takes several dives to apprecCiate the potential Of this wreck. Having
burned for several days and been uhderwater £or 50 years the wrecCk itself is
now in ah advanced state of deCay SO penhetration should only be Carried out
with extreme Caution.

The wreck is ideally surted For technical divers; here a palir oF divers
IPVestigates one of the many openings into the WreCck’s interior.

The wreCk appears at first very monochromicC, partly due to the depth but is
covered inh sponges, Coral bushes which in turn support a Varied fish life. Large
barracuda, turtles and rays have been hoted around the wrecCk. [,arge sea fans
Cah be seen throughout the wreck. A Cclose |00k at the marine growths reveals
a multitude of invertebrate life, inCluding shrimps, lobsters, ahd hudibranchs.
Barrel sponges Of Various shapes and sizes, often a home to dozens of hermit
Crabs litter the wrecCk. A good torch will reveal the true stunhning colours of
the marine life adorning the wreck.
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The bow section aft to mid ships is upright, her aft section |ying well over with
her port side upmost. The sterh has a weather deck which Can provide enough
exploration for at |east one dive. Her propellers and their shafts have been
salvaged, leaving two large inviting holes. Most of the superstructure has
Collapsed and her skeletal remains Of the funhnel provide a hotable feature.
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The Circular Structure oF her funhel, how skeletal is d prominent Feature oF
the mid-section of the wreck.

Her swimming pool lies open and here a plague, Commemorating 50 years
sinCe her sinking has been placed.

Along her port side there are access hatChes to the interior with some long
swim throughs. The hatural light pouring in through the holes in her hull
illuminate an eerie scene, ahd passageways |lead Off deep into the Ships
interior.

It is however the Chaih loCker/fO’C’S’le which is the highlight for sCuba divers.
The entire section Canh be penetrated, hatural light penetrating and
illuminating a very atmospheriC scene, the torCh or strobe light piCkihg out
the reds of the soldier fish and encCrusting sea squirts against a blue black
background.
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A diver explores the Chain |locker situated under the fo’C’sle. Above, on the
FO’C’sle top, barracuda and a multitude of fish hover in 3 constant search
for food.
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SAN JUAN

This is the remains of a small fishing vessel lying on its portside in 30 metres
Of water. The wreck has suffered damage from Hurricane Ivan, is broken in
half, with her bow and sternh the most prominent features. AsS it lies on a flat
plateau it attraCts life from miles around, including a humber Of resident
hurse sharks. Despite its size the wrecCk it holds much interest minutes the
marine life holds the divers interest well into deco!

NUurse SHarks are resident on the wreck and remain docile when not
brovoked or molestéd.

The bow and stern lend themselves to cursory investigation. [,obsters Crabs
and hurse sharks Cah be found while large barracuda patrol the perimeter.
Other residents inClude a pair Of large angel fish and a large shoal of
stripped shapper.

The wreck is home to mahy Crustaceans. [Left: spinney [obsters. Rjght: edible
Crabs.
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The surrounding debris field alsO attraCts a host of marine life from arrow
Crabs to turtles. [ike all the other wrecCks there is ho buoy and [0Cating the
wrecCK requires sKilled use of eleCtroniCs and a plunge downh through open
water. If a current is running it would be easy to be Carried Off target and
miss the wrecCk!

copyrights. Aquanauts Grenada |

el

A hurse shark rests under the stern of the San Juanh, undisturbed by the
approaching rebreather divers. Smaller sChooling fish hover closer to the
hull which acts almost as a Cave. The Clarity of the water and the Size of the
wreck allow for this impressive Vision. (Aguanhauts)
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. SHAKEM or SHARK ELM?

The Shark Elm is a small Cargo motor ship,
. typiCal Of the [0Cal trader vessels, with a
h i I . single continuous hold, and a Crane positioned

e S amidships. She sank in 2001 off Quarantine

Point, St Georges.
She was Carrying @ Cargo of concCrete at the time anhd this Can Still be seen in
her hold. The Casualty report suggests that her Cargo shifted in rough seas
and the ship Capsized and went downh. Today the Shakem or Shark Elm Sits
upright in approximately 30 meters Of wWater with her deck ih 26metres.The

engine room, accommodation bloCk and wheelhouse are situated aft and Can
be easily explored.

The bow section still boasts its wihches and anchors and there are some
exploration opportunities around her fo’C’sle.

The entire wreCk is covered in varied encrusting life, inCluding sea squirts,
sponge, SOft Corals and polyps. There are also manhy species Of small
Crustaceans such as arrow Crabs, boxer shrimp and the larger spinney |obster.
Couw fish, drum, fluted cornet fish ahd small grouper Cah also be seeh around
the deCck and the resident grey angels will welcome the Visiting diver with a
Curious swim by.
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The wrecCk, alohg with the VeronicCa, is amongst the most colourful of the
wrecCks in the area and its depth allows for a decent dive time if NitroX is
utilised. Tt is a photographer’s delight, and her glassless window frames are
fringed in deliCcate soft Corals which show up oranhge and red unhder
torch/strobe light.

The wheel house still retains some Of its electroniCs and controls ahd the
interior Walls are covered inh a Vivid red sea squirt which shows up well uhder
artificCial light.

The wheel house still holds fasCination for divers with its instrumentation
still in place. (Aquanauts)
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Copyrights: Aquanauts Grenada

A open Circuit diver checks out the jib of the Cranhe hovering over the
ships continuous single hold. The pulley wheel is adorhed inh sponge and
seasquirts, illuminated in flash light. (Aquahauts)

M.V. HEMA
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This is the wreCk of ghother inter
island cargo trader, a 60 metre
long single hold bulk Carrier with a
central Crane onh a mid-hold bridge.
Her engine room and
accommodation are situated aft,
and have the potential for
exploration.
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She foundered in a stortn and how lies almost intaCt in 30 metres Of water.
Her cargo hold has collapsed due to the weight of her Crahe, but these plates
have become the home of many lobsters and Crabs.

Parts of the wreck stands several metres tall, and like most Oof the wrecks
here, appears bland, but it is covered in red sea squirts and encrusting marine
life, which shows Vivid under torch or strobe light.

The windows of the wheelhouse are framed with SOft Coral growths, squirre|
ahd soldier fish finding refuge in her interior sections.

Huge shoals of fish, including spade fish and stripped shapper patro| the
wreckage.

The wrecKk is alive with shoaling fish, both in and around the wreck. Squirrel fish
gather in the wreckage while spade fish patrol the exterior.

Left: under torch or strobe light the wreCck becomes a blaze of colour,
Ccovered in a multitude of encrusting sponges and sea Squirts.
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Rjght: the resident nurse sharks lie unperturbed by the intrusion of divers.

Above: divers explore the wheel house. Below: eagle rays perform an
underwater ballet.(Aguahauts)
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Copyrights: Aquanauts Grenada

The Clear waters of the North AtlantiC allow for great shipwreCk images
such as this. Here the attitude of the wreCk Canh Clearly be seen [ying onh her
port side ih 30 metres Of water.(aquanauts)

AsS the wrecCk lies on its side, her masts run parallel to the sea £loor and are
themselves an extension Of this Colonised intrusion into the aquatiC world.
The Clear surrounding waters allow for some great Wreck Vistas and images,
and for some [ucky divers there is the added bonus of encounters with eagle
rays. The wreck is often swept with Strong Currents SO a Shot line is an
essential aspect of the dive planning.
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M.V. HIDUR

A small coastal motor ship some 60 metres |ong, Sitting upright in 32 metres
with the deck in 28 metres. Her hold, which runs continuously through her
length, is empty Save for a few bags of Cement and Cah easily be explored. The
FO’C’sle Offers more interest and penetration opportunities.

The hull is covered in all manher of encrusting species of sponge, sea squirts,
hydroids and polyps. However it is the wheel house which Wwill attraCt
photographers ahd wrecCk explorers alike. The entire structure is a blaze of
colour although it l0oks monochromicC. Her helm although minus its wheel is a
focal point of the wheel house. Entry to the engine room is Via a hatCh or
stairwell but is quite compact and restrictive.

THEN AND NOW: an example of how shipwreCks become quickly absorbed
into the unhderwater world. The image oh the |eft, taken soon after the
Sinking, shows a barren lifeless hulk,(@guahauts) while the image oh the right
shows the encrustations around the wreCk after a very short time.

59




K

A

Deeplens.com

S.S. NUMIDIA

Bullt In Glasgow In 1901, this 6399 ton steam ship
ran ag nd on the northern tip of Big Brother the
same year. The wreck regarded as one of the
best in the world, nly In the Red Sea. Starting
at 14 meters and plu g straight down,
almost vertical to 80 met: overed In a superb
array of marine life but swept by strong current: -

S.S.AIDA, S.S. NUMIDIA, 8.S. DAGCA, TUGBOAT,
S. S. ADAMANTIA K, SAILBOAT, M.V. HAMADA, S.S. TUKE

EL QAHER, TRAWLER WRECK, RUSSIAN WRECK, S.S. MA y,.‘..],

AL QAMAR AL SOUDI AL MISR, HEBAT ALLAH,

MOHAMMED HASABELLA, OTTOMAN TRADER, AL KAFHAI
SALEM EXPRESS, M.V. EAST STAR, EL ARISH, M. V. SARAH,
T43 MINESWEEPER, DOMIAT, PRIDE OF AL SALAM,

2.8. ULYSSES, M.V.GIANNIS D, P&0 CARNATIC, M.V. KIMON
M.V. MARCUS, M.V.CHRISOULA K, S.S. ROSALIE MOLLER,
2. ZIETIEH, JOLANDA, M/T LAURA SECURITY, £.8. TURKIA,
S.S. SHILLONG, M.V.ABOUDY, S.S. SCALARIA,

M.V. BIRCHWOOD, M.V. MILLION HOPE, M.V. ZINGARA,

M.V. LARA, M.V. LOUILLA, S.€. DUNRAVEN,

$.S. THISTLEGORM, S.S. KINGSTON, M.V. ALASKA,

2.S. CARINA, M.V. BAKR
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M.V. VERONICA L

A Small Coastal vessel, againh with a single contihuous hold serviced by a small
Crahe, With her engine room accommodation and bridge situated aft. LYing
in only 16 metres and upright, this is arguably the prettiest ahd most
photogenic of all the wrecCks.

From the sterh decCk, which is usually where the dive starts, iS a
companionway around the wheelhouse.(AQUANAUTS)
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KING MITCH

One of the highlights of the wrecCk tour, this wreCk was once a minesweeper
converted into a Cargo ship, and lies on its port Side, four miles out of Hardy
Bay, six miles south of the southern tip of Grehada, in 37 metres of water. She
foundered in rough weather in 1981 With a Cargo Oof cement on board. There
were no Casualties .Strong Currents Can make the dive Challenging but the
Clear waters and prolifiC marine life make it worthwhile. The wrecCk is about
70 metres [ong and home to hurse sharks, stingrays and shoals of fish, while
[obsters find her plates ah ideal habitat. Barracuda and turtles are also hoted.
Some of the Cargo Can still be found as the diver explores her almost empty
holds. The superstructure is almost intaCt, and this is loCated towards the
stern, although part of the bridge has how Collapsed ahd offers some exCiting
opportunities to explore her interior.

Above |eft: soldier fish gather in the wreCckage. Centre: hurse sharks are
residential. Right: boxer (or coral bahded) shritp.

CrustacCeans abound under the |oose plates and girders. Several species of
[obster and Crab have made their homes.

The following are a selection of dive sites with some aspect of wreckage
which is inCorporated in to a reef dive. (Jsually kept as baCk up when the
Atlantic wrecks are undivable.
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BUCANNERWRECK

This is the hull Of a fibre glass YaCht whiCh was sunk to Create ah artifiCial
reef and a haven for fish life in 1978. [Lying with a leah over to Starboard in 25
metres; the remains are how well encrusted with life. For the photographer it
is @ worthwhile dive, however after a quiCk swim through, there is less here

t0 excCite the wreck enthusiast, what follows is ah average reef |eading to a
hove| sCulpture park.

RUM RUNNER

copyrights Aquanauts Grenada

The remains of this large Catamarah, used for daily Charters, lies ih a
depression in the surrounding reef and was found by Chance, by divers. Little
iS Khownh Of her demise. The wreCkage Consists Of two large hulls ahd their
bracing frames, sitting upright between Coral walls, but the superstructure is
completely flattened.

Exploring the remains takes only a few minutes but her spohge encrusted
framework is an ideal photo back drop. Grey angel fish and shoaling jacks are
amongst the residents. Several fluted Corhet fish Cah be seen |urking in the
surrounding coral bushes.
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Dry Glove Systems

Possibly the Easiest
Dry Glove System 2 =
youcanuse 47

Standard Range

The Standard Range is
designed to be fitted to the existing
latex or silicone cuff seals of the drysuit.

Fits like'a Glove...

f

Designed for Functionality and Quality

Focus on Detail

»
Fitted Range
The Fitted & Dry Glove System
is designed to h’lued/fitted directly
into the drysuit, incorporating the
simplicity of the original system
but fitted directly to the suit.

(TATTATTA store.com

email: sales@ store.com Tel +44(0)1162 388255
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The Persia 11

The |atest vesse| to joih Grenada’s unhderwater fleet onh the Atlantic side is
this Cargo ship, whiCh went down in 35m ih March last year. Coral growth is
Fairly sparse at the moment, as You would imagine, but algae has already taken
a hold, and marine life has started to move in, with Various reef fish and the
invasive lioh fish in residence.

Being some eight miles offshore means Currents Cah be strong, and she lies
Close to deep water, SO only time will tell what will eventually Call her home,
but in the meantime, divers Cah enjoy seeing a ship in the early stages of being
Claimed by the sea.

It is always quite eerie diving a wreCk that has only been down a short time,
and when 1 dived it, it had been down a matter of months. The bridge was still
Full of all the usual bells ahd whistles, inCluding the ship’s wheel ahd throttle
controls, ahd you could pull open the drawers in the units, etC.

The ship’s horns were still shiny Chrome, albeit with a light smattering of algal
growth, and there were thiCk ropes floating up into the water all over the
vessel. Tt will be interesting making a return Visit in @ few Years to see how
much the marine life has Claimed the Persia ]I for the sea.

The Twin Tugs

On Carriacou nhear Mabouya Island, you have the Twin Tugs, two vessels
sitting upright within a short distance of ohe another in 28-30m, though for a
thorough exploration of both, they are best Visited individually due to the
depth. Both are around 30 metres in length — the Testsider was sent to the
bottom oh ¢ September 200¢, and the Boris followed on 10 September 2007.

The two wreCks are covered in Vibrant red and oranhge encrusting corals and
algaes, ahd penetration into the interior is possible on both. The vast engine
rooms are definitely worth ChecCking out if you are suitably traihed for
overhead environments. Currents Cah sometimes sweep aCross them, and they
are home to angelfish, wrasse, soldierfish, lobster ahd moray eels.
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MV Anhinha

Builtin 21970 inh East Germany under the hame “MS Trihwillershagen”, the 60 m
[ 200 ft container Cargo vessel was
Cruising the Baltic and North Sea from
her home port of Rostock. After the
Germah unification she made her way
Via Hollahd and Belgium to St. Vihcent
in the Caribbean. Under the new hame
MV “Anina”, she began shipping cargo
between the islands from 1992. Due to
mechaniCal and financCial troubles she fihally got stuck in Grenhad to rest on
its starboard side at a depth Of 30m (100ft).

Built in 1970 ih East Germany under the hame MS Trinwillershagen, the 6om-
long container ship spent her early years Cruising the BaltiC and the North Sea
from her home port ROSstoCk. After German unification, she made her way to
St Vincent. Re-registered in 1992 as the MV Anina, she began shipping Cargo
between the Caribbean islands, but beCame stranded ih Grenada due to
mechaniCal and financCial difficulties.

a and was likely to become a shipping hazard.

o e L e
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The Anhiha Came to rest on its starboard side in 30m water (Photo Aguahauts
Grenada)

The island nation of Grenhada, often referred to as the Wreck Capital Of the
Caribbean,' has added another vesse| to its ever-expanding portf£olio.

At 6.20 onh 21 March, the MV Anhina sank to her fihal resting place oh a sandy
bottom hear to the famous Purple Raih reef. Successfully scuttled as ah
artifiCial reef, the wreCk sank undamaged and Came to rest on its starboard
side at a depth Of 30m (100ft).

Built in 1970 in East Germanhy under the name MS Trihwillershagen, the 60t
(200ft) long container ship spent her early years Cruising the BaltiC and the
North Cea from her home port TRostocCk.
After the German unification, she made her way Via Holland and Belgium to
St Vincent in the Caribbean. In 1992, re-registered as the MV Anina, she
began shipping Cargo between the Caribbean islands, but due to mechanical
and financial difficulties, the Anhina beCame stranded in Grenada.

The Aninha had been hon-operational £fOr several Years and was anchored hear
the Grenada fish market. (Jnable t0 |00k after the Ship, the owner
volunteered it to the Grenhada Tourism Authority (GTA) who, together with
the Grenada Hotel ahd Tourism AssocCiation and the Grenada SCuba Diving
Association, raised funds for Cleaning and sinking the ship.

Towards the end of the Cleahing process, the ship started taking on water,
but sinCe most of the work had been completed, the Ahiha was towed to her
final destination anhd suhk as planned. A dive team from Aguahauts
Grenada was first oh the sCene to evaluate the safety of the wrecCk for diving,
and with that confirmation, the first group of divers followed anh hour [ater.

The bottom of the ship is already Completely covered in orahge cup coral, ahd
is home to mahy fish. AS it's spring-time in the Caribbean, the wreck
immediately became a shelter for large sChools of silversides as they sought
refuge from the jacks, tuha, and other pelagiCs that hunt them.

The bhull is already encrusted with Orahge Cup COral after Years spent
stationary at anchor (Photo: Aqguanhauts GGrenada)
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TYRREL BAY

The TYrrel Bay patrol boat was suhk on Tuesday 25 September approximately
onhe mile off Granhd Anse Beach close to BosSs Reef.

The Tyrrel Bay was donated to0 the Government Oof Grenada by the S
Goverhment for use by the Royal Grehada Police Force (RGPF) Coast Guard
and entered into service in 198¢4. Following its service, the boat beCame
inoperable for several Years, after which the Grenhada Scuba Diving
Agssociation (GSDA) requested permission from the Government of Grenhada
and the (JS Government to decommission and sink the vessel as a Sustainable
reef and hew dive site in the destination. This publiC/ private sector project
began in 2016 and was completed in September 2018.

Project parthers inCluded the (Grehada Hotel and Tourism AssocCiation
(GHTA), Grenada Tourism Authority (GTA), Grenada Scuba Diving
Association, RGPF Coast Guard, Ministry of Health, Grenada 7Ports
Authority, Clarkes Court Boatyard (CCB) and Sol EC Ltd. FinanCial support
for this project was provided by CCB, the GTA and the GHTA, which was
the major fihancCial sponsor through its Tourism Development Fund.
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BLUE LAGOON DIVE SHOP AND RESORT

BLUE LAGOON <
DIVE SHOP o WA

Truk Lagoon

The Top location for wreck divers the world over!

Set in an 1dyllic location to experience the worlds
greatest collection of shipwrecks, Blue Lagoon
Dive Centre and Resort caters for the discerning
divers every need.
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Where better than the Blue Lagoon Resort to relax
and savour a great days diving. Relax in the bar.
Sunset Island or dine in the restaurant and enjoy the
superb international cuisine.
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PETER COLLINGS BIBLIOGRAPHY-PUBLICATIONS 1986-
2021

<\ DIVERS GUIDE T0 THIE

NORTH-EAST COAST

by Peter Collings

1986 1988 1991 1996

Essential
Guide

by et Caling

2000 2001 2002 2002

2005 2008 2008

2009 2009 2009 2009
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THEY NEVER CAMEBACK..-.

2010 2010 2011 2011 2012 2013
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THEDEFINITIVE GUIDE TO
CGYPTOSOHIPWRECKS

— \ « N

= Kb

DIVE.!
EGYPTS EGYFTS WRECKS
SHIPWRE CK.S A ra

PETERCOLLINGS SSIPRO 5000
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30 YEARS OF PUBLISHING

E book concept

The idea of the E-Book series came about after seeing so many incorrect publications quoting the
wrong identity of the Tile Wreck at Abu Nuhas in the Egyptian Red Sea. Despite a plethora of
undeniable facts presented by myself and members of the Red Sea Wreck Academy, self-proclaiming
experts still, for reasons known only to them, continued to quote the Marcus as the Chrisoula K. It
was archive photographs from Howard Rosenstein and the location of the ships bell, which added
weight to Stephan Jablonski’s accounts of the sinkings’. This new material gave us enough to
produce the first E-book in 2008.

Being free from restrictions it soon found its way around the world and was passed on from diver
to diver. It had the desired effect. Now more and more reports carry the correct identity. Sadly
some don’t!

It was also an opportunity to give something back to diving. Of course there was also controversy
over the identity and purpose of the Russian Wreck at Zabagad, and this lead to the second title.
“75 Years Underwater” is THE definitive guide to the worlds most dived wreck. “Suez Wrecks”
highlights the achievements of our regular wreck hunting trips up into the Gulf and “ dive Egypt’s
wrecks” in 5 volumes is the most comprehensive guide to these waters .Other area’s are also
featured ;Subic Bay,Leros Truk Lagoon, Maldives Malta Coron and Palau.

12 years on, the project has proved its worth, despite being ignored by the diving press, and with its
place on the issuu platform at KUBI/MIFLEX continues to provide true and accurate information on
many of the worlds best wrecks.

So now we have a total of 25 titles available, and more on the way, yours to enjoy and pass on to
anyone who may be interested. Don’t forget we run regular expeditions and safaris to all these
featured wrecks.

Safe diving.

Peter Collings.

OTHER TITLES IN OUR E BOOK SERIES;

“75 YEARS UNDERWATER ”

“THE RUSSIAN WRECK”

“SUEZ SHIPWRECKS”

“THE TILE WRECK HER TRUE STORY”
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“SHIPWRECKS OF SOUTHERN EGYPT”

“EGYPT’S TOP 20 SHIPWRECKS!”
“THEY NEVER CAME BACK”

“THE ROSALIE MOLLER IN DEPTH GUIDE”
“SAFAGA SHIPWRECKS”

“SHIPWRECKS OF TIRAN”

“DIVE EGYPTSWRECKS VOL 1 -5”

“SHIPWRECKS OF ABU NU HAS”

“SHIPWRECKS OF THE MALDIVES”

“MALTA SHIPWRECKS”

“SHIPWRECKS OF TRUK LAGOON”

“PACIFIC SHIPWRECKS”

“LEROS SHIPWRECKS

“SHIPWRECKS OF SUBIC BAY”

“SHIPWRECKS OF D’PEARL BAY”

“FLORIDA KEYS WRECK TRAIL”

“MISTAKEN IDENTITIES”

“BENT PROPS AND BROKEN TAILS”

PETER COLLINGS

Peter began diving in 1970. In 1985 he wrote the first of 35 diving
related books, and has won several international awards for his
publications and underwater photography. His articles and
photographs have appeared consistently thoughout the
international diving press since 1983,
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A BSAC Advanced instructor, ( Red Sea Wreck Academy) 51 PRO 5000
DIVER and TDI Advance Trimix diver, Peter has lead over 500 wreck
and photo safaris around the world, logging over 7500 dives, and
along with his regular team of experts has located and identified
many of the shipwrecks in Egyptian waters.

Peter has worked closely with several tourist Authorities such as
ESTA, Istria, Chuuk and most recently Leros Active writing and
publishing a 25 title series of E-guide books. Several more locations
are earmarked in this series of guides which promote tourism

through shipwrecks.
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