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redsealiveaboard.com Is the home of MY
Charlotte based in the Red Sea, British owned
and operated.

With our owners working on board the service
to our customers is first class.

We can tailor our itineraries to suit your group
needs and even change itineraries while
onboard MY Charlotte.

We do not hide any extras, what you see is what you pay.
We always have a great atmosphere on our trips, you might start the week as strangers but after an
action-packed adventure, you will be friends for life. Individuals, Groups and Clubs all welcome.

What do we offer?
We run itineraries all across the Red Sea here is list of our most common trips.

¢ Snorkelling/Freediving Dolphin Specials
e Adventure Tours
e Northern Wrecks and Reefs
* North and Straits of Tiran
North and Brothers
e Shark Special (Brothers, Deadalus and Elphinstone)
e Deep South St Johns
e 10 Day Red Sea Wreck Special
s Technical Diving
We also pride ourselves on being the most flexible provider
in the Red Sea we can customise trips to suit your group’s
needs.

Learn to dive and continuing your education while onboard MY Charlotte...

MY Charlotte is a registered SS| Dive Boat has a team of Recreational Instructors and Instructor
Trainers allowing us to offer a wide range of courses from Open Water diver all the way to Instructor
so anything is possible on board with us.

We are lucky enough to also have Technical Instructors from SSI and TDI on our team which means we
can offer Technical Open circuit and Rebreather courses all the way down to 100m with Trimix so you
can go and visit the places very few have been.

Advanced Wreck and Technical Wreck courses are available so you can really see the full potential of
the wrecks we have around us.

MY Charlotte the home of The Red Sea Wreck Academy.

We are very lucky to have been working with Peter Collings the founder of The Red Sea Wreck
Academy, searching for and diving wrecks that not a lot of people know about. When on board for
our Wreck Specials Peter gives in depth, detailed briefings of what to expect on our dives and a
presentation about the history of the wreck in question.

Email: info@redsealiveaboard.com Phone: 07966142380

www.redsealiveaboard.com
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FORWARD by JOHN WOMACK

I am John Womack Snr, BSAC First Class Diver, Advanced Instructor & owner of Otter Drysuits in
Yorkshire, having dived the Britannic, Prince of Wales, Repulse and the Victoria plus many more over
the last 40 years | would not go anywhere in the Red Sea without one of Peter's guide books. | have
been on numerous successful trips of Peter's including wreck searching in Truk Lagoon.

Peter's new book is awesome, there are so many wrecks and to give detailed descriptions of all the
wrecks themselves is great, it makes you feel like you have dived them already. | remember doing
a night dive on the Thistlegorm which was just fantastic it was pitch black with pin points of light
from fellow divers lights.In the south, Peter, Tom and myself went looking for the wreck of the
Maidan on Rocky Island, we followed the debris trail down to 65mtrs and there before us was the
huge shadow of the wreck hanging over the abyss starting at 80 mtrs. We could only look down in
wonder, but we had found what we were looking for after 10 years.

Peter's trips are a must and very much like his trips his books are a must read, Peter is a walking
encyclopaedia on all things diving and ship wrecks. A lot of great ships were made in the North East
and it comes as no surprise to me that this is where Peter came from too, we have been
friends/fellow wreck divers a lot of years and hope to be sharing experiences and books for many
more years to come.

John Womack

MD Otter Watersports

Otter Drysuits, UK
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INTRODUCTION

The work of the Red Sea Wreck Academy over the last 25 years has propelled [~ gypt
into the “wreck locations of the world” major league, bested only by T ruk [ agoon. Since
its conception, the team have been at the forefront of wreck discovery in the region. Many
of the household names in wrecks were discovered, identified and surveyed long before
“others” made farcical claims! |nternational awards and the endorsement of the [_gyptian

State | ourist Office bear testimony to that.

This Publication, our i 5&’ in the eBook series, is not a list of the “most dived” or most
Popular” wrecks in Eggpt’s Red Sea. Jtis a “must do” list comPilecl bg a Panel of experts,
“all” of whom have dived “all” of the gortg wrecks in the Eggptian Red Sea.

5 YEARS ON, since it was first Publishccl , the work of the RED SEA WKECK
ACADIE MY has discovered several new wrecks within sport diving limits. Twoof them

have Prope”e& themselves into this list and rigl'\tlg s0. Others though have slid down the
Po]e due to recent clamagc due once again to those moronic “sons of Foseiclon“ who’s

thouglﬁtless mooring in has resulted in this continued destruction.

" ach shiPwreck wasjuclgecl on its merits under several categories, and in some cases
marks were deducted for overcrowcling, diver clamage or diminished visibility. Categories
included historical back ground, unique marine life and all weather access. Depth too was
considered, with “square Proxci!e” dives ]osing marks, but converselg gaining Points for

advanced /technical training oPPortunities.
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The E book concept

Tlﬁe ideaof the [ bOOK series came about after seeing so many incorrect Publications
quoting the wrong, identity of the Tile Wreck at Abu Nuhas in the Red Sea. Despite a
Plethora of undeniable facts Presentec{ 135 myseIF and members of the Red Sea Wreck
Acac{emg, self Proclaiming experts still, for reasons known onlg to themselves, continued to
quote the MARCUS as the CHRLSOULA K lt was archive Pl'lotograpl—ls from
[Howard Rosenstien and the location of the ships bell, which added weigl—xt to Stephan
Jablonski’s accounts of the sinkings’. T his new material gave us enougl‘x to Proc{uce the
first = book in 2008.~and 12 years on theg are still Proving Popularancl successful clespite

being tota”g ignorecl bﬂ the cliving press.

Being free from restrictions it soon found its way around the world and was Passecl on from
diver to diver. ]t had the desired cH:ect-Now more and more rePorts carry the correct

iclentitg.

[ts success lead to more titles being Pro&ucccl and Publishcc{. ]nitia”g with an Eggptian
themc, the Tlﬁistlegorm, Kosa]ie Mo“er and the Kussian warranted avolume to themselves.
T ourist authorities have noticed the imPortancc of their assets. Wrecks are living
underwater museums, and commissions have flooded in from | eros, Eggpt, T ruk, Falau,

Subic Bay, and Busuanga, to name but a few.

Fromoting tourism through shipwrecks” has become our mission statement, and bg the end
of 2020 we will have completec{ 25 titles in the series. We intend to uPdate the guicles
annua”ga” free in readable format (7ZCJPi) and in hi res, Printable versions from the

deep!ens website for a small fee. Theg are also available from the KUB] and M”:LEX

lssuu Plahcorm.

So now we have a total of 22 titles available, (and more on the wag), yours to enjog and
pass on-to anyone who may be interested- with my compliments and don’t Forget we run

regu]ar expeditions and safaris to all these featured \Wrecks...

L%M)Z

FETERCOLLINGS ssipro 5000
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Home to over 100 different species
of animals, from Harvest Mice to
Snow Leopards & Birds of Prey.

We are a family-run, not-for-profit zoo in the Northeast of England.
Our mission is to become a leader in conservation and education.

You can tune in and see what happens behind-the-scenes at the
200, featuring our amazing animals & staff and understand what
it takes to manage and develop a zoo in England.

DYouTube
—"F TikTok

Join the herd, follow, us
K7 Facebook: fnorthumberlandzoo
@ Instagram: @northumberlandzoo
Tiktok: @northumberlandzoo
ﬂ YoutuMNoﬂﬁMlandZoo
£ Twitter: @NorthCountryZoo

www.NorthumberlandZoo.co.uk
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Chapter 1 THE MV.SARAH 20

TS, |
B L

ln January 2012, while on board a local boat out of Sapaga, [ooi(ing forthe E_L AK[ST‘L
and the " ast Star’ | was told these wrecks didn’t exist, so | went and found them.. Char]ie
[Hood imagincd it too! As we sailed past the SRAH we saw her ﬂoating, and then dived

unless you know the story of the Sara [. She’s a hidden gem, would make a great third
dive/nigl'xt dive/intro wreck dive. Long may she be a ﬁgment of my imagination.........

|t's the Pex‘Fec’c wreck, intact, bathed in sunlight, rare]g dived, lots of interest and loads of

life, and the bonus is no one dives her. All factors which put herinto the rankings.

10
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The 58[‘81’1 lies close to Sagaga |sland and on its starboard side in 14 metres of water, her
Portsic!e awash and her davits breaking the surface. T his cargo shiP sat at anchor
abandonedforovera year; remains of its last cargo of onions could still be seen in the holds.
T he hullis covered in a g!orious coat of soft corals, sponges and sea squirts, grown on the
hull as it sat at anchor. | here is little or no damage to the vessel, however it is evident that
it was striPPecl of its instruments before it was abandoned. T he compass binnacle sits on
the navigation deck minus the compass and the electronics have all been removed. [Her
masts however still suPPor't
many running lights and the
gyro compass is still in
Placc, at the time of writing

at !east.

M3 Buddy was none
other than Char!es Hood

of DIVE. magazine and we
both had the idea of a

great wind up when we saw her name, if on]g we had some Paint ~the Sara H story could

have taken on a new twist...........

T here is no doubt as to her name at the time of sinking. SARAH is c!earlg visible on the
hull and her life belts and lhcc_jackets. A set of fire P]ans were found on the seabed

showing her as the DOMA-T in 2000.

A thin film of sediment covers the wreck but despite this, the Paintwork still looks fresh;

51’16 had Oﬂ]g bCCI’I ClOWI’l a FCW days Wl’lCﬂ we dived her.

Lﬂing on a sancly bottom in 14 metres, the superstructure is bathed in sun ]igl—xt and the
wreck is to’ca”g intact. [ Jer central crane andjih have swung downward and the makers P!ate
is clear to see. Both masts run out horizon’ca”g and are, at the time of writing, adorned in all

her navigation and running ]ights. Rigging and aerial cables are still in Place.

5hc gotmany + Points forher shallow disposition, a”owing Forlong very easy dives suitable

for a”, while oﬁ:cring some exciting Pcnctration Possibi]itics. Ferhaps herlack of a colourful

11
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l’listorg andlack of interesting cargo lost her marks, butgivcn the amount oFgrowt!ﬂ onher,|m
sure she will become a real treasure, so long as she isn’t used bg local muppet factories as

a training grouncl for bcginners

12



www.deeplens.com

Bullt In Glasgow In 1901, this 6399 ton steam ship

d on the northern tip of Big Brother the
The wreck | arde one of the &

ept by strong currents.

Each super sized sticker measures 99nunwide
42mm high and comes on easy portable ShEeets

designed to fit 3 ring and 6 ring logbooks) o 2 & Sticker-s :’?” m
KnownH)JEgyptian

= drawings
S.S.AIDA, S.S. NUMIDIA, S.S. DACCA, TUGBOAT, \ y I

S. S. ADAMANTIA K, SAILBOAT, M.V. HAMADA, S.S. TURE

EL QAHER, TRAWLER WRECK, RUSSIAN WRECK, S.S. MA

AL QAMAR AL SOUDI AL MISR, HEBAT ALLAH,

MOHAMMED HASABELLA, OTTOMAN TRADER, AL KAFHALI
SALEM EXPRESS, M.V. EAST STAR, EL ARISH, M. V. SARAH,
T43 MINESWEEPER, DOMIAT, PRIDE OF AL SALAM,

S.S. ULYSSES, M.V.GIANNIS D, P&0 CARNATIC, M.V. KIMON
M.V. MARCUS, M.V.CHRISOULAK, S.S. ROSALIE MOLLER,
S.S. ZIETIEH, JOLANDA, M/ T LAURA SECURITY, S.S. TURKIA,
S.S. SHILLONG, M.V.ABOUDY, S.S. SCALARIA,

M.V. BIRCHWOOD, M.V. MILLION HOPE, M.V. ZINGARA,

M.V. LARA, M.V. LOUILLA, S.S. DUNRAVEN,

S.S. THISTLEGORM, S.S. KINGSTON, M.V. ALASKA,

S.S. CARINA, M.V. BAKR

Chapter 2 THEMV.ABOUDY 19

Described 53 some as the Perfject wreck, a]thougl—l low in the rankings, this PerFect little
cargo ship ticked many of the boxes....great fish life, intact and in on!g i 2 metres. Agreat
nigl‘xt dive to boot. [Her engine room scored many P]usses, but the 5anc!3 bottom and the

fact sheis subject to swells and thus reduced visibiiit}j, dropped her down a few P]aces.

13
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Builtin 1960 as the Ville De T enes, by [Handel Schpsb
Y P
K ramer fybocl originally designed to carry wine, she was
yongmaly g Y
76 metres long, 114 metre beam, 490 tons, fitted with A

4sa 7 cg] oil M.A.N. engine. In 1962 she became the

CaPtain Saint Jeanuntil 1979 when she was bought by
Nakhia & Saclo Marine Services (E_ggp’c) and was Fina”ﬂ named the Aboudg .

While carrying a general cargo, cargo 120
tons of aluminium, and livestock T he
Aboudy sank off Ras (Gharib in heavy
weather on the 7" May 1988. Running
aground into shallow water, she capsized

onto her Por‘t side and was deemed a tota]

constructive loss. She was
located September 13 2005
by PC and members of Bromley
BSAC, inshore of  the
Scalaria in shallow water. T he
wreck lies on its port side in a
north south attitude with the
bows to the north and her keel to
scaward. | he bridge and superstructure are located aft and have collapsed. T he holds
which run continuously through the ship still contain some of her cargo, hundreds of 120m|
bottles of cough medicine lie in the silt and the surrounding sand, and long lengths of
aluminium extrusion lie in twisted heaps. T wo huge and very photogenic Arame derricks
run horizontal, Hanking the holds, served by 4 sets of twin winches and a radio mast runs out
from the bridge area. The fo'csle has evidence of other items of cargo stored there.

Hanclrails and ﬂag staffs are intact, and several bulk head lamps can still be seen.

14
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The prop and rudder are still in Place in onlg 7 metres of water. Several mast ]amPs,
comP!cte with lenses remain in their aPProPriate P]ace. Giiven the shallow clepth there is
Plentg of time to exP!ore this gascinating shipwreck, with the bonus of strong sunlight and
varied marine life which includes shoa]ing barracuda and fusiliers, emperor angle fish,
crocodile fish, torPcc!o rays as well
as encrusting corals and sponges on

the hull and Fittings.

Thc site is sukjcc’c to swell as the
seabedis sanclg and visibilitg can be

grcat]g erUCCd in POOF wcathcr.

15
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Chapter 3 THE MV.KIMONM 18

Builtin 1952 53 Stuicken & Sons as the BRONSBUTTEL. She
was 105 .meters long, Powerccl bg an 8 cylinder diesel engine built 133 Waggon &

Masch . She was 57 14 ton gross. She had 4 holds and could also accommodate 12

steerage passengers. ]r\ 1964 she was renamed C]UDAD DE CUCUTA until

1971 when she was again renamed the ANG | A.
|n 1975 under the ownersl'xip of Janissios Shipping company of Panama she took on

her final name.

THE F]NAL \/OYAGE ln Deccmber 1978, the Kimon M loaded 4,500 tons
Lentils left the Turi(ish port of |skenderun. On the i Zth, she drove hcac“ong with

engines at ["ull Speed onto the reef. A passing cargo ship - the "|nterasja,” immediately

responded to the distress call and picked up all the crew and delivered them safely to

Suez two days later. With the bow section high and dry on the reef the main section of
the ship broke off and rolled over onto its starboard

side,

[Her Captain was held resPonsiHe forher sinking ata
board of enquirg in Athens and was demoted

17
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WRECK OF THE KIMON M
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For many years this wreck was off limits, Partly due to unstable sections of the wreck and
the further distance required reaching I'ler, Plus the Proximitg of 3 “better” wrecks .For
those who bother to dive her, her immense Propor’cions, and now Hourishing marine life are
Just reward. Qur Panel acknowledgec‘ her great engine room, albeit now somewhat less
intact than before, her resident glass fish andjacks and her attitude on the reef. Another

Plus was the aft accommodation area which can be explorecl down three levels

Tlﬁe resulting imPact of the grouncling can still be seen toclag. A huge crater of barren
scree surrounds her shattered fo'c’sle, her bows }'n'gl'\ and clrg and well clispersccl. The aft
section lies in 27 metres, with weather deck, comPanionways, hugc prop and rudder almost

intact, though recent storms have made Iargc sections forward of this very unstable.

Tlﬁe entire wreck lies on her starboard side, with her stern in 27 metres of water, to within a
few metres of the surface at the fore section. [er upper hull has been weakened bg a
salvage attempt and the imPact of another vcssel, and although much of the Cnginc room
still remains, recent storms have rendered it inaccessible, even in calm weather. [Trom the aft
holds forward the wreck is in a dangerous condition and should be viewed from the outside
onlg. T he resident school of batfish are Perl'zaps one of the few highlig}wts of this once great
wreck, which has succumbed to the relentless wave action and swell at this exPosed corner
of the reef. [Her size, attitude to the reef giving her a kind Prolci!e, thus suitable as a third
dive, gainecl her ++Points lack of diver traffic too l—zelpechiven that we dived her alone while
7 otherboats c{umpecl theirloads on the other three wrecks close }351 Ferhaps had she been
carrging somcthing more interesting than lentils she would have scored higlﬁer, but then she

would have attracted more divers! | |n other Publications she has been listed as the 55

Lcntil, The Seastar, even the Chrisoula K

19
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dedicated to @quality

DESIGNED FOR DIVING

H'IA"!« MADE FOR ADVENTURE

Official Distributor www.miflexhoses.co.uk
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ClﬁaPter 4

THE “RUSSIANWRECK” MOMACLASS 17.

SPFECIFICATION-

Russian Designa’cion: SSV (Communications 51’11}3)

Builderz
KOI@:
Ycar adoPtcc[:

Numberin (Class:

Operational Status:

Displacement:

| ength: 7%.3 meters.
Crew:

[ ngine:

Max Speed:
Sensor Suite:
Sonar:

Stocznia Polnocna, (Gdansk (Foland)

ELINT

1967

28 ships total (Procluc’cion from 1968 —~ 1974)

Russia: Still in active service

1,580 tons full load

Draught: 3.8 meters.eam:10.8 meters

41 —~ 120 Officers and Sailors (dcpcnclmg on the mission)
2x /goda/Sulzer 6 TD 48 diesel engines delivering 3,600 hp
17 Knots Range: 8,700 Nautical miles at 11 knots

2 x Don-2 navigational radars

Bronza arrays E_Iectronic War{:arc: ]ntercept and DF arrays

21
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Again, such is the interest and controversy surrounding this Russian ]ntc”igencc gathcrcr,
that it ticked all the boxes and has merited an |7 BOOK Publica’cion of its own. AFishing

boat? A cargo ship? - accorc{ing to some experts, but our team members know otherwise.

T he wreck has evergtlﬂing; intrigue, kind depths, no crowds, clear water free from currents,
and great cxplora’cion oPPortunitics .With her stern uPright in 24 metres ofwater and her

comms mast in onl3 4 mtrs, she offers a great dive even for the less cxPcricnccd , while her
interior becons those with advanced wreck cliving skills. A wreck worth3 of may dives with
lots of still unanswered ques’cions. |t wa said | watched too many Jamcs Bond movies, but
a swim clccP through her survellience rooms is a scene right out of Dr NolThc bow too on

its side has some secrets to rcvcal, but will the ‘experts” who think this is a Fishing boa’c,

SFECIFICATION-

Russian Designation: 5SSV (Communications Ship)

Builder: Stocznia FPolnocna, (Gdansk (Foland)

Role: FLINT

Year adoPtch 1967

Numberin Class: 28 ships total (production from 1968 ~ 1974)

Operational Status:  Russia: Still in active service

22
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Disp]acemcnt: 1,580 tons full load

Length: 77.5 meters. Draught: 5.8 meters‘Bcam: 10.8 meters

Crew: 41 —~ 120 Officers and Sailors (dePcndmg on the mission)

[ ngine: 2x /goda/Sulzer 6 TD 48 diesel engines delivering 3,600 hp
Max SPeed: 17 Knots Range: 8,700 Nautical miles at 1 1 knots

Sensor Suite: 2 x Don-2 navigational radars

Sonar: Pronza arrays [ lectronic Warfare:  |ntercept and DI arrays

Tucked away in a quite little |agoon under the shelter of Zabagacl |sland, it’s obvious she was up

to no good, and swimming through her bones reveals the purpose of her presence and even her

demise. |ntrigue gets her many bonus points
, and still to this day she is rarely dived. [Her
max depth of 24 mtrs allows for a great no
deco dive. On our ROWA survey the team
unearthed many secrets of her life and
demise all detailed in her very own book.
Her discovery was a bi product of our

search for the 55 MA]DAN, ~we saw

two lifeboats on the beach-and although

tlﬂeg were to big for the Moma, they led to her discoverg We assumed the lifeboats had come from
the f\/laidan~ an assumption that lasted for years until we located the 5 5 TA]WAN close bg.
\/E_RY close }:75

23
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$\ - ATLANTIC- /

THE NEW STANDARD IN
EXPLORATION
GRADE DRYSUITS

NEW Seamless underarm pattern for
even greater flexibility

NEW turbo boots with ankle strap

Telescopic body with cratch strap
and front entry zip

CHOICE OF RipStop, Armour Skin or
ultra-tough Kevlar material

CHOICE OF Apeks or SITech valves

Large bellowed Velcro side pockets
Strong internal braces

OPTIONAL Made to measure available
OPTIONAL SITech glove/neck ring system
OPTIONAL Otter balanced pee valve

OPTIONAL KUBI glove ring system

: . fire . : I . e G =
o ASK US ABOUT OUR SPREAD THE COST!
Only available to UK residents over 18, subject to status.
o Terms and conditions apply. We may pay brokers some
consideration if they introduce business to us.

WWW.DRY SCO.UK ® SALE : S.CO.UK

CALL OTTER DRYSUITS TODAY ON 01274 379480
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Chapter 5 THEMV.ELARISH 16

MSELTOR

Built 1981 A/S Bergens, Norway

Dimensions 105 x 17.3 x4.12

12 Cyl Diesel - 6620 kW

i9 Knots

1025 Passengers, 328 berths, 150 cars

IMO: 7719820

1981 - Delivered to Misr FEDC O 5hippfng, Alexandria, [ eypt

1991 - Renamed EFARISH-EL-TOR

1999 - Sold to Sayed Nasr Navigation [_ines, Cairo, [_gypt. renamed FL-ARISH

WRECK HUNTEKﬁ N]GHTMAKE‘ thn we located this wrcck, (wl—n'ch didn’t
exist) we found the bell which read FL TOR we found lifeboats and life belts that read

E_]_AKISH but he name on her hull was E_L AR]5H EL TOK

26
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Despite the historg of the Salem Express, this wreck fared better in our PO”' Sheis a
recent cliscovcrg and gaincd votes due to her intact condition, amazing coral grow’chs and
fish lhcc, and the fact that she is divable in all weathers. Sliglﬁﬂg reduced visibi]itg in herlower

clcl:)tlﬁs lost her mari(s, but disProving awould-be expert wrong must have been a big Plus!

T]ﬁis 105 metre ro”—on, roll-off passenger & car]ccrrg was built in Norwag in 1981. 5!’16

underwent scvcral name changcs over the years but cvcntua“y was sold to Saycd Nasr

Navigation | ines (Cairo, Egypt) and renamed [7 - Avrish.

T he ships final voyage was from Jeddah to Safaga in 2001. During this trip she was badly
damaged by a fire in her engine room. She lay at anchor near Safaga for several years,
becoming a local landmark, passed every day by local fishermen and charter boats. |
remember seeing her in the old days when we had to travel to Mars Alam/[Jamata by
coach, often thinking to myself: - "that would make a great wreck!” Then one morning she
was gone. Did anybody notice, did anybody care? Most probably assumed she had sailed

awag.

| (Fctcr Co”ings) was sure that the El—Aris]ﬂ had suni(, but every time | mentioned the
Probable location of the wreck to a skiPPer, the response was a!wags the same "No we can’t

go there, we’ll get arrested”.

Fina”g, one dag, a wi”ing skiPPer took me to where | thought she was. [t was not difficult to

find 105 metres of slﬂiP lging onits side,J’ust 12 metres below the surface.

Sheis to’ca”y intact- with huge ProFuse corals. Especia”g draping her anchor chain. She
abounds in fish and her ]ong comPanionways offer some great swim tl—;roughs. Evergw!—aere
there are doorwags and corridors inviting you in- beware sheis 90 éegrees out of the norm,

anyone at’ccmpting to Penctratc should treat it as a cave dive -line out boys it’s a must!
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At the stern there are a series of stairwells which connect to the uPPer/lower decks — and

these have become tota”g covered in soft corals of immense size.

[Her props too make an awesome sigl'xt, while at the sharp end a bulbous nose creates a

va”eg over which that colourfull anchor chain hangs.

Tl’\c diving gossiP columns said | had invented this wrcck, an 'expert’ novelist claimed it
didr't exist, and yet there she was, a very real intact car]ccrrg lging on her side 12 metres
below the surface, untouched, bell and compasses still in P]ace, and located right under the

noses of several local dive centres. Now this “non existent” wreck is visited on regular]g bg

the locals FProved wrong again ch Nedclg??????
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ChaPtcr 6 THE 55 Z]ET]EH 1 5

A hidden gem, lging in onlg 12 metres of water, this small 1 900 s’ccamslﬁip, reminiscent of a
Clgclc Fuﬂicr, ticked many of the boxes in our survey. SHC is a veritable haven of marine
life and could re write many a Red Sea marine guidc book. A]ivc with many shoals of fish
and covered in corals and sponges, the wreck also supports a vast array of invertebrates.
T hose looking for nudibranchs should g0 no further. [Here theg thrive, as if on steroids,
and we have recorded no less than 7 species on one dive. | he on]g negatives demoting her
to 14t was the inconsistent visibilitg and often strong currents, Plus ]arger groups tend to

make this small wreck somewhat crowded.

THE SINKINGS

On 26" August 1914, the Zietich was alongside a quay at Suez loading with spares for the oil
ficlds of Ashrafi, Quisum and (Ganim, when she sank. By the 21 of September she was once
again in service, carrying out her duties as a general supply vessel. T he Zietich was at anchor close
to Ras Ziet on January 29" 1915, when she caught fire during an oil burner change over. [Her

boiler and deck cargo shifted and she bcgan to ship water, gina”g caPsizing with a list to port

She has a s’craight rake bow and a fantail stern, tgPica] of the 1890-1900 type of hull..

T he raised fo'c’sle is accessible with onlﬂ iron framework remaining, with lamPs and other artefacts
Iging in the chain locker. T he starboard anchor chain runs out a|ong the sand to anchor. A weather
deck runs aft from the engine room to the s’ceering quaclrant and she has high running boards, almost
tug like. A” the wooden decking has gone, revealing iron framework, l’]cavilg encrusted with sponge
and sea fir. ComPanionwags run alongside the briclge and engine room, starboard accessib]c, port

in sand.
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THE SHIP
She has a singlc hold forward served bg a deck

The Zietieh was built at Maryport at the
yard of William Walker, Shipbuilders in
1911. She was the last vessel to be
launched beam on at the yard. She was a PreFabricatccl narrow gauge railwa3 track in
steel screw steamship, machinery aft, s’craight lcr\gths of 6metres, some of the cargo lies
fitted for liquid fuel-oil burning, with a
through hold and suspended bridge. She
was 291 tons, 121ft long, with a 22ft beam.
She was powered by a 2 cy 15", 32" 27" | hasa sing]e doorforward. Above this is an open

winchjust behind the Fo’c’le, although there are no

signs of a mast. |n the hold is a cargo of

20metres away from wreck. A small comPact

bridge straddles the aft section of the hold and

stroke 42hp, fed by a single scotch boiler
supplied by J RITCHIE & Co. Her owners
were the EGYTIAN OIL TRUST, later the
ANGLO EGYPTIAN OILFIELDS LTD.

navigation bric{ge and wheelhouse. T he helmis in
Place but odc”y Facing the stern.

The tall straight funnel is broken off and ]ying on the sea bed, home to a Family of snapper. One
blade of the prop is missing, the rudder still in P]ace but the keelis bent below the rudder assemblg,

otherwise there is no sign of any clamage to the wreck

Hard corals encrust the upper port side of the hull, which is made of overlapping plates which are
beginning to rot away, allowing an eerie light to filter through into her single hold. The wreck is a
haven for marine life; large groupers, shoals of red sea snapper, free-swimming snowflake morays,
and many large pyjama nudibranchs grazing off red sponge. (Inusually there are spinney urchins
out during the daytime, with fish colonies. Patfish and map of Africa angel fish too are found

Patro”ing the wreck. | jes on its port side 11.8 metres, starboard side in 4 metres.

This maker’s plate was located in the
ships engine room by Andy Aston, who
cleaned, photographed and then
returned it deep inside the wreck.
Without this vital piece of evidence the
identity of the wreck may never have
come to light, without hours of

painstaking research.
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Chapter 7 THE SS.TURBO 14

Ohhhif only she wasn’t half a wreck....she’d probably be in the top 5........never the less her
story and perhaps the mix up with the 9.9. Atlas helped her score, but it was her engine
room that fired the imagination of our Panel, and the fact that most operators do notfeature
this “none existent wreck” in their itineraries. [aving a wreck all to yourself each time you
dive her speaks volumes. Perhaps the lack of a cargo dropped her down the pecking order

but her kind Pro{:ile and sheltered location (most of the time)

Built in Sunderland (England) in 1912 by J.D. [ aing for the Anglo Saxon Petroleum
Co, the 4900 ton, 374 ft, 5.9. T urbo was fitted for carrying liquid fuel in bulk and
machinery aft. T he records show her engine specification, built by Dickinson’s at the
Deptford Yard, as a3 cy]inc{crtriple expansion engine. She was a tgPical '(Centre |sland’
vessel with sealed holds fore and aft of the [sland. []er engine room was situated at the

stern of the shiP.
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Having survived WW 1 she continued her trade until 1940, the start of W\W2, when she
was put under Admira|t9 Service. [Her weather deck, above the steering quadrant, was
adapted into a gun deck. She was armed with a 47 gun and 4 [Jotchiss. She carried out

numerous missions between Port Said, [Jaifa, Piracus, Aden and |stanbul.

On August 20th 1 941 the Turbo was attacked 55 German aircraft while en route from
[Haifa to Alexandria with a cargo of 7500 tons of Admira]tg fuel. The crew included 3
naval and 7 mili’car3 gunners. The shiP had left Hahcajust before dark on the 1 9th Augus’c

1942

The Turbo had survived the attack, at slow specd she continued the voyage, and the
caPtain found that bg increasing her spee& to 6 knots she stoPPed roci(ing, and theg sa{:ely
arrived at For’c 5aicl onthe 21st August. rﬂere Par’c of her cargo was &ischargecl and she

continued througl’r the Suez (Canal to offload her remaining cargo.

Llogcls war lOSSCS recorcls.

“While proceeding towards Aden, as a hull, S TURBQO broke her back in a heavy
sea. (Gladys Moller stood by, stern could not be boarded, during the night of the 5th all
contact with the stern was lost and the bow section sunk by gunfire on the night of the 5th
by an unknown vessel under instruction from the Admiralty at Fort Sudan.”

Credit for the discovery of this wreck goes to the Skipper of |_ady M live-aboard. T hey
called it the half wreck because it consisted of a stern and superstructure and one very large
hold. At first we thought this was the [Jadia, which had been described as a tankerin some
records, but entering her engine room revealed a large single triple expansion steam engine,
not a diesel as in the [adia. |nside the engine room a plate with RC. CRAGGS
embossed and a works number would if fact prove to be something of a red herring in her
identification, but without this knowledge to hand we set about looking for the missing

section of the very close to the reef face onits Port side.
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T he starboard side is in about 18 metres while the port side almost touches the sand. | he
stern faces northwest. | he break in the hull is from the rear of the centre island which sank
with the fore section.
The raised wa!kwag
runs aft to the engine
room and
accommodation island
and the cross members
are covered in corals

and home to multitude

of fish.

. The helm  direction

indicator is intact and stands Prou& on her aft deck and a]thouglﬁ her rudder was removed

the prop can still be seen Partia”g buried in the sand.

A highlight of our Southern wreck safaris.
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Chapter 8 THE OTTOMANTRADER 15

[f historg and uniqucness were the kcy factors this would rank as number 1! The oldest
wreck found, dating back to ci 700.Those who have dived her often are sPeecHess when

theg surface.

As you descend it looks like a pile of coral scree, but on approach her 7 anchors and
wooden spars defy belief. The scree reveals itself as Piles of intact pottery, porons, Jugs,
wine vats and other vesscls designed to hold liquids. The land slide of sand reveals
horizontal beams from the ship’s hull. Several of the vertical spars are covered in sponge
and coral, suggesting that these have been exposed for some time. An archaeologjcal
report dates this site as 1700c; from the days of the Ottoman [ mpire and recovered

artefacts marry up with Turkish stglecl clesigns of that era.

For obvious reasons the location of the wreck site is a well guarclec! secret. | he fact that
all these artefacts are still in P!ace tells us the site is unknown to locals. T he historical value

of this site cannot be overstated.
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Chapter9 THE MV.MARKUS (Tile Wreck) 12

BUILT at Flensburgh Bremen in
1956 by Flensburger SchiffGe for
the Atlas | evante | ine, as the MV
B ATLAS and registered at Premen,

(L!oyds list no less than 18 vessels

called ATLAS at this time) she was

described as a gcncra] cargo shiP,

fitted with MAN diesel engines, 581

ft long, 2699 tons. |n 1959 she became the NAGU]LAN, until in 1959 she was sold
to Klauss E O]c!endorF1C (who had owned the Dora Oldendorﬁ, later to become the

Chrisoula K) Under that owncrship she became the NOKDHAFF ]n 1971 she

was ona vogage From NCW Orlcans to Bordcaux and Brcs’c Wlt}"l a cargo O{ soga bcan

meal when fire broke out in her engine room. One man died and four were injurccl. 51’16
made portat Mobile. After making temporary rePairs she finalised herjoumeg, butwas
then declared a total constructive loss. At this Poin’c she would appear to have become

declassified with Lloycls and the trail goes cold.

(The above information did not come to light until the postcard and indeed the ships’
bell revealed the details of her beginnings. Although we had her name at the time of
sinking ~ derived from our logbooks from the first visit. |t didn't help with her history.
T here would at first seem to be no record of the ship being officially recorded. [fowever
her name was eventually found in the [Telenic SHPPing register. | here are many
unregistered vessels still plying the seas, some under flags of convenience, some

changing names during a vogage)
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T he fact that this wreck has Producec! a book on its true identitg has gained it lots of
votes....... and s’ci” a sma” group of uneducated Provocatcurs will not accePt

the true. “Thereis no 5“1 wreck”, yes there is and we've dived them all.

lrrelcvan’c of the controvcr53 (which scored her many Points), the wreck Proved to be a firm
favourite with our Panel. [Her engine room alone is a must do; an entire dive can be spent

cxPloring her workshops, P]an’c rooms and mezzanines and all in less than 20 metres.

[Her Prome too gainecl Points, lging from »0metres up to within 4 metres of the surface, it

allows for ]ong safe dives, although care should be taken when a swell is present.

Would be wreck detectives can cxplorc the wrec‘(, shc’cing out the clues, such as two bows

and two sets of forward derricks, Proving bcgoncl a doubt her true identitg.

Peter Co”ings comments: "|n 1978 | was part of a BS-AC group visiting the Red Sea
for the first time. Tlﬁc skippcr of our boat, Salcem r“lussan, took us to Abu Hulﬁas -he

wanted to recover some tiles from a recent wreck. During our dives the shiPs bell was
recovered and retained bg Saleem.
As well as bcaring her original name,
the date and Port of registrg, were
marked c]earlg. The Painted name
on her hull and wooden boards
reading Marcus. We were tota”g
unaware that onlg 200 metres a]ong

the reef lag the (Carnatic - it would

be 7 years before she was to be

found."
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For years the Marcus had been mistaken for the (Chrisoula K, which, bg coincidence,
arrived on the same reef three years later - a similar shiP, similar cargo and a simi]arjoumeg.
T he broken-off bow of the (Chrisoula K sitting on top of the reef next to | he T ile
Wreck simplg added to the confusion - deliberate or coincidence? | he Marcus however,

never did break in two - her bow section still lies in P]ace.

THEFULLSTORY OF THIS WRECK IS AVAILABLE FROM
PETERCOLLINGS WWW.DEEFPLENS.COM) AS AN E BOOK-

ABPSOLUTLY FREE. . READ AND BELIEVE.

DEFFLENSCONTACT DETAILS
TEl o7518161970 &eeplens@aol.com
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Chapter 10 THE MV.GIANNISD 11

| aunched in 1969 as the Shogo Maru, the
(siannis D was built 133 the Kurgshima Dock
Compang of |mabari, Japan. She was a

s 2,932 tons, twin hold general cargo vessel,
..; with a stern bridge and engine room. Shewas
87 mtrs long. A6 cglinder diesel engine gave

- hera top sPeed of 12 knots.

]n ‘1-975 s};; was 5! and re~nam the Markos,(not to be confused with the
MAKCUS) until 1980,when the shiP was sold n to the Dumarc Shipping and
Tracling CorPoration of Firaeus, (Greece and Fina”g names (siannis D

I'd have been surprised and upset if this wreck hadn’t made it into the top ten! My
personal involvement in her “discovery” has been
well documented in Sport Diver, |20 etc, but she
ranked high due to her superb engine room, swim
throughs and kind Acpths. The subjec’c of “Malice
in Wonderland”, a David Attenburgh production,
The Giannis D is not only one of the most PoPular
but most heavily dived wrecks in the region. She lost
points due to the damage being caused by local
guides tying onto her kingpost, which at the time of

writing is in c!anger of co“apsing and there nothing
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we can do to stop the inevitable. T he iconic image 6lEFFD 15 now a the past, its

uPrights cut through with mooring wires in 201 9.

“Discovering” the Wreck

At 04.00 hrs on the 1 9t}1 April 198%, Lawson Woocl and mgsehc (Feter Co”ings) were
woken }35 the very excited skipper of the Ladg Jenng 3 liveaboard. He hadjust listened
into an 9.(0.5. and subsequent

rescue of the crew of the (Greek
cargo vessel (Giannis . T he
crew had abandoned the vessel,
which is listing, and had been
taken by an [~ gyptian tug to an
oil platform and then by

hclicoPter to the mainland.

]:rom the transmissions we were able to locate where the ship had struck and at dawn we
were face to face with an amazing site; that of a Freigh’ccr listing to port, hard and fast into
the northern face of Abu Nuhas, her deck cargo of mahogang bcing tossed up into the

air like matchsticks.

Todag sheisa Plagground for divers in a max depth 24 metres broken into 2 parts and
great to exP]ore. [Her engine room is adorned with all the Paraphema]ia you migl‘wt expect
valve whee!s, generators, gearings motors, workshops and even a mezzanine floor. \/\/ith
several entry and exit Points all 4 floors can be explored with ease for those with the rigl—xt

training. Full details in

SHIFPWRECKS OF
ADBUNUHAS and
DNVELEGYFTS
SHIFPWRECKS FPART

2.
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Chapter 11 THE 5.5 . ROSALIE MOLLER 10

[Had this chart been compiled prior to the opening of 1 Gouna, and the arrival of tourist
day boat dives, the Rosalic Moller would have gained the number one spot. T hose who
remembered her upright funnel, aft gantry and festooned stern mast, her current state
gained her negative points. [ ike the T histlegorm she has been subject to the thoughtless
actions of local dive masters. T he removal of many of her portholes didn’t help her rankings

either.

Never the less she is a magnhciccnt wrcck, with cha”enging conditions, amazing marine life
and an engine room to fire the imagination. A wreck worthg of a book in its own rigl'xt~and

we've Produced one; available free from decplens.com.
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Ferhaps a higl—;ligl-xt of the work of the ROSWA- we discovered her due to the activity of
seagu”s yes | hear the sccptics, but she remains one of the most exciting experiences of
discovering anew wreck (bested Perhaps now }35 the DOMIAT).Given that ogicially she

was raised and sa]vageé, we have never proven the theorg behind the missing, fluke itjust

adds to the magic of this wreck.
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date etch 2020, due to damage caused to her masts, wingbridge, and stern
(Updated Sketch 2020, due to damag dtoh ebridee, and
gantry. Damage caused bg the usual Prac’cicc of tieing into the wreck with either steel

wires or to weak structures, bg local dive guiclcs.
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Chapter 12 THE 5.5.CARNATIC 9

The FeO passenger mailship was used
between Pombay and Suez, in the days
before the canal, when passengers had to
complete theirjoumegs overland to and
 from Alexandria. T his journey  was
affectionately known as the Spice Run.

Jt is from these journcgs that the term

tic under sail { Plctsre — Reitish Maritime Musom Groaniich |

P05/7 was derived (Port out starboard
home).|Jer ornate clcsign can still be rccognizcd to this dag Tl’lc (Carnatic was a tgpical

steam sai]ing vessel of the 1860's. Built 135 Samuda Bros. Shc was laid down as the
MYSOKE 51’\6 was 294 ft long, 1776 tons and could carry some 250 Pcop]c.

Kightlg P]accd in the top ten, although hcavilg dived, the iconic Féo vessel ranks high in
our Po”. Colourf:u] in both historical and visual aspects, her moderate clcPtl'ls, ease of
Penetration and lack of current in consistentlg clear water (the author has never dived this
wreck inless than good viz, even in stormy conditions), gaincd her many Points. Due to some

recent c{amage to her stern she éroPPed a couplc of sPots in the Pecking order.

|n total contrast to the other wrecks on Abu Nuhas, the (Carnatic is adorned with near]g
150 years of coral growth of sP]endic{ colours and variety. The story of her demise is almost

as colourful. The P& passenger mail sl'iiP was used between Bombag and Suez, in the
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days before the canal, when passengers had
to complete theirjoumegs overland to and
from  Alexandria.  This journey  was
affectionately known as the Spice Run. |t is
from thesejoumegs that the term posh was

derived (Port out starboard home). [er

ornate clesign can still be rccognizcd to this

clag . Shc ranks as one of the Pret’cics’c wreck in the area.

Brokcn into two halves and lging at the bottom of the recf in onlg 27 mtrs, she offers safe
Pcnetrations and glorious swims along her coral studded bones. The fish life in her upper

forward section is sPcctacu]ar and a great Pl’loto oPPortunity.

Jtis interesting to note that she was not discovered until several years after we had found the
Giiannis D sinking. [Had we known it, only afew hundred metres away way a fabulous find, which

would have made that first ever livaboard even more memorable.
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Chapter 13 L. DOMIAT (ex HMS NITH) 8

‘ e e

DOMIAT xHIMSNITH

HAMS NITTH-
SFECIFICATION

DisPlacement

Lengt[-n
ComPlemc nt
Anname nt

Max spcch

Engines

Power

T‘ rigate

1370 BRT

301 feet

140 men

Orriginal design; 2 x 4inch guns (2x1) 10 x 20m guns (2x2,6x1)

20 knots

2 shaft Keciprocating 4 cgl. VTE)
}’—”\/\5 Cam, HMS Che|mcr, HMS Ettrick, HMS He|msc{a[c
and FIMS T weed 2 shaft (Geared T urbines

|.H.F.5.500
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Commonwcalti‘i Frigatcs were sPcciicica”g cicsigncci as anti-submarine
escorts for trans—A’ciantic convoys. Kiver class icrigatcs offered the size,
sPeed, and endurance of escort slooPs using inexpensive reciProcating
machincrg of corvettes. River class were designed for North Atlantic
weather conditions and included the most effective anti-submarine
sensors and weapons. FIMS Rotherand FIMS Speg were launched in
late 1941, and (Canadian and Australian construction continued ’ci—irougi'i
1 944, Earig River class units were available for the turning Point convoy
battles of the winter of 1942-4%. River class Frigates genera”g reP]aced
the old Town and Vé’W class dcstrogcrs which had been assigncci to

ocean escort grouPs.

TenRiver class Frigatcs were built for the Unitcci States in (Canada.

T wo were commissioned in 1942 as USS Ashevilic (FPT-1) and USS
Natci‘ncz (F]:-Z), ’ciﬁcy were armed with USN Pat’ccrn 31/50 AAguns.

Ti’AC oti'icr Clgi’lt were reicascci UﬂClCr iCHd—-]CaSC ]COF use i:)y

Commonwcalti‘i FOFCCS.

This class was cieveiopeci to have the same capabilities as the pre WWi1 "Black Swan®
class. Fowever, they were much simpler, ci'ieapcr and easier to build with "Reciprocating“
rather than "Steam T urbine® power Piants. Ti‘iey were ciesigned to be 50ft. ionger, at

300ft., than the contemporary 1(_astle (lass”, and so the task of ]Duiiding them could not

be carried out in many smaller *Civilian® 9ards.
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HISTORY
[t was 25 Scptcmbcr before she was launched, named HMSNI’CI—I, and commissioned

into service. [Jer duties should have been convoy escort, because her armament consisted
of 2 Quick Firing 4” guns, one rocket multi launcher, known as a Hcclgchogancl 126

DcPtl'l c]‘largcs. |t was found that she was not suitable for escort duties, and in 5cPtcmbcr
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1943, Fo”owing unsuitable sPeed trials, she was clesignatecl to be a ]anding craft support
shiP. In Junc 1944, she was chosen to be the Hcaclquartcrs for the Britis]ﬁ landings
in Normandg on‘Dy Dag, and after lancling 231 Ingantrg Brigadc on ‘Jig’ (Green Bcaclﬂ,
she commenced duties in contro”ing the routing of convoys  to the
assault force zones. 51’16 was esPecia”3 suited for this, because Prior tojoining the shiP,
many signa]men and W.T.operators had received sPecia] training in Scotland for their
chosen duties, and when the time arrived ’chcg could receive and transmit mu]tiplc signals,
both visual and wireless. Jn their duties re-routing convoys, Nith should be casi]y
recognisccl, so her funnel and briclgewori(s were Paintc& a vivid red so it was imPossiHc to

miss her.

[t is more than lii(clg that she was singlecl out for enemy attack, and on the evening of 24
June 1944, Orclinarg Seaman| es Gentrg was manning a radio direction finder to locate
aircraft, but the set was giving trouble so he was given Permission to ask a radar mechanic
to look at it. A very fortunate incident for him, whose action station was on the starboard
side. [ Je soon had the set working, and immecliatelg | es Gentrg hada bearing dead astern,
of an aircraft at 1300 with the range closing. [His last signal to the bridge was ‘Target
Overhead Siry when Nith was struck on the starboard side }33 a Mistel. T his was one of
the latest of the enemies weapons, and was a JU88 Plane, Packec! with high explosive, but
guiclccl ]39 a Parent P]anc to its target. A terrible toll was taken of the crew, the Wounclccl
were transferred to another
ship and the dead busied at
sea, whilst Nith was under tow
to (Cowes, where she was clrg-
docked and underwent

rcPairs‘

This was one of two
cxPcrimental Mistel that the enemy tried out. T he other one crashed on take-off at St Dizier, with
the loss of two Pilots. In October of that year, Nith was sailed to the Clyde and prepared for
duties in the [Tar [ast, but it was the following April before she was ready, and sailed for Arakan,
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via Gibraltar and the Suez (Canal, to take part in Operation Dracula, to re-take Rangoon.
Fortunately, the Japanese Armyhad already evacuated and after the re-occupation was
complete, Nith was again chosen to be the [eadquarters of the Senior Naval Officerin Charge.
The following year, she was part of Operation Pibber, which was the re-occupation of T hailand,
but the Japanese had already surrendered, so it was a bloodless coup. T he following year March
1946, she left |ndia and became part of theReserve [leetat [Jarwich.

She has been immortalised in a book bg Kobert Forsgth

THE SINKING OF THE DOMIAT

T here are comqicting reports as to the actions taken in the sinking of the Domiat two are

I‘CCOT’C]CC{ l"lCl’C‘

[T yewitness account from [IMS Newfoundland

"We cracked off up the Red Sea at twenty knots and the next morning were bidden shift into
Action Working Dress. T his flummoxed some of the officers who had long since stopped
bothering to cart that sort of kit - denim trousers, flash-proof shirts - around with them. [t might
have been "Anyone for tennis?" for some of them rather than "[Hands to Action Stations".
Scratch (the Captain‘s Secretary) even turned out in a silk shirt. \We were then issued with
lifebelts, and lights for the same, and [Tirst [Tield Dressings to be carried in our respirator
haversacks. [”ven the dimmest began to think Something might be (]p.

KeePing loose station on us was the Daring-class heavy destroyer Diana. We rigged and

acﬁustec{ our lighting at mgl'\’c so as to look as far as Possible like two merchant ships.

Bg now we were under the command of C~in~C Mediterranean (Admiral Sir Gug Grantham)
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whose instructions (which reached us via VVancouver - no satellite comms in those c[ags) were
interPretcd as orders to seek out and destroy the Eggptian Nav& (ommunications were a
continuing Problcm and a rendezvous signa| to bring our tanker, RIFA Wave Sovercign further

north never reached her.

A midnight 30th/3 1 st the balloon went up and we cracked on to full sPeed. On the chncsc{ag
3 I st we went to cruising stations, with anti-aircraft readiness (4" and Bofors manned) bg dag and
surface readiness (6", and one 4 per side for starshc“) }33 night, on a three-watch system,
assuming we should have the time to go to full Action Stations if required‘ T hat afternoon
Newfoundland had to fuel Diana, with consequences for Newfoundland later.

A” our radars started to show signs of strain. At least one would usua”3 go off the board when
the 6" were fired and fires in the sets were not imcrequcnt That‘sjust the way radar, with its rather
warm thermionic valves (valvcs, Grandpa?} was in those dags. We also used to get odd anomalous
Propagation effects (anaprop), whcrebg echoes from very distant obj’ects would return after the
Pulse had been rcPcatcd‘ T he result was that a target at, say 200 mi|esy would Paint as if at 100

or closer. ln this way we even at one Point "saw” our Mediterranean Fleet doing its rather more

Publicisecl tl’wing off Port Said.

For all of this Period ] stood my watch in the Air Direction Room (ADR) and had a pretty gooc{
idea of what was going on, even it l could not see out.
]t was Ha”owe’en. At dusk on 3 1stwe went Forma”g to Action Stations. ]n the ADK ] could

hear the war-cries over various broadcasts.
”5ix~incl‘1 closed up, cleared away"

"Founinch closed up, cleared away" and so forth.

"Thisis FCQO [Principal Control Officer]. Policy SURTACE. Provide HE fuzed DA
[Direct Action]. | _ookout bearings standard. (GDR [(Gun Direction Room] directing, All
positions ST AND T O!" We were then stood down to " Action Stations Relaxed” and a
proportion were allowed to curl up and caulk where they could. The other ADR Mid. sloped off
to the Radar Displag Room, an annexe of the ADR, and settled down for a night's sleeP ina
quict corner.

[Forsome while wejust roared along with nothing happening. T}wen on the Armament Broaclcast
"LOAD THE HOIST St
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We had been tipped off that an [~ gyptian warship was thought to be laying mines in the area and
then that one was bullying neutral merchantmen. Captain [Hamilton, who obviously knew much
more than he could let on, studied the P|ot. Pointed to a contact. " hat one looks fishy.

Then: "Six-inch Surface, Red 40" "Director Radar" "Six-inch, Broadsides!” " All guns with
HE/DA and Full Charge L OAD LOAD LOAD! Gun Ready lamps come on: " Six-inch
Radar "I NGAGE ! "Tixed sight Proccdure" (Blimey - this is close) "SIHOO T Ding-ding
on the fire gong WOOMIT A

The whole shiP shook as | had never felt her shake before. \We were Firing on the beam with the
guns almost horizontal. Awag went a nine-gun, full chargc, full-calibre cruiser broadside of 130
Pound T“ligh [~ ffect snc”y smack into the bridgc structure of the Eggptian grigatc Domiat, about
1400 3ards away.

Jt wasn't quitc as straight forward as that. [Tor a start there had been some hectic ordnance work
in the Director where the main sight had beenin Picccs all the afternoon. T hen the Gunncrg
Officer couldn't believe he was rea”g being asked to fire at an actual Sl’liP and [Hamilton had to
order him to Open [ire. Wl’;at someone with an attitude like that was cloing in Gunnery goodness
knows; Hamilton got rid of him as soon as he could afterwards. At “SHOOT” there was a
further hiatus as the Midsl’xipman in the Director couldn't see the target. He could see a ship,
just, but not the 1arge rectangle of canvas he had been care?u”g drilled to expect Slﬁouts from the
Transmitting Station, far be]ow, of ”Fu” the trigger” put this n’ght.

Meanwhile the Domiat, illuminated bg our 20" Signa] Frojector, had acknowledged our signal to
’Stop or] Fire' - | in |nternational Code ~but was visiblg turning towards us. Rather fresh for a
(G—o0. We could see their hands running to man tlﬁeirguns -puny 4’ -so there was some urgency
to get onein first. Domiat's Officer of the Watch later said that she saw usjust before we
illuminated her and he confirmed that she had turned to ram.

However with the first broadside we settled in and every ten seconds there was the CRASH‘ of
another one, beautiful rhgthm. Tl’zis was the music of my Countrg‘s guns and no sound would ever
be so sweet again. As Lord Fisher put it ”W]’lat we want is Gunnerg, Gunnerg and more

1

Gunnerg.
As the geometry clﬂangec{ and the bearing drew forward the odd cry ~ “Y turret will not bear® but

tnejob was being done. Our next broadside smashed into Domiat's bows and ignitecl her
Paintslﬂop so that her bows glowecl cherrg red in the dark nigl'xt. Diana, astern, had seen Domiat

turn and got in seventeen rounds of 4.5" from lﬁerA and B As we closed the range the 4" and
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Bo]corsjoincc{ in and the Captain of one of the port Bofors later received a DSM for his good

work hosing Domiat's deck down with 40mm. Y turret was able tojoin in again later.

After five minutes or so, at 0130, and after 51 rounds of 6" in nine broadsides we checked fire
because the Domiat was visibly sinking. She caPsizcd and sank five minutes later. We Pickcd up
two [~ gyptian officers out of the water, and Diana recovered 67 other survivors, but then we
decided that hanging about in the area might be silly because of the MT B threat, so asked a
nearby South African merchantman - what must they have thought about all the Pgrotcchnics? to
see if they could find any more people in the ocean. She was one of a large number of merchant

shiPs getting out of the GulF of Suezjust as quick as thcg could.
An alternative account bg Tﬂarrg Giibbon

Onthe evening of 31 October 1956, with [Z gypt and Pritain being at war during the Suez Canal
crisis, the FIMS Newfoundland, a British Fﬂi-class cruiser, was Patro”ing the Red Sea south of
Suez. She encountered a darkened ship passing here in the opposite direction. T he
Newfoundland closed to 1,500 yards, and came parallel to this ship, signalling it to heave-to or be
fired upon. T he darkened ship signaled acknowledgement and appeared to slow down. Then it
extinguished its running lights and trained her guns on the Newfoundland who then immediatley

oPenec{ fire.  This was at aPProximatc|3 0130 on Of November 1956.

The shiP, lateridentified as the Egyptian Navg f:rigatc Domiat, ha&_just left the port of Adabich

on its way to rendevouz with the Egyptian I:rigatc Rosetta, }chan returning fire a moment later.

By all accounts given, the [ gyptian sailors on board the ship bravely returned fire, scoring a few
hits on the Newfoundland causing some damage and a few injuries with her 4-inch shells. [ Jowever,
the Domiat was no match for the Pritish cruiser and, after her bridge and wheelhouse had been
destroyed, among other battle damage, the Domiat soon capsized, and sank after being finished
off by the FIMS Diana (Daring Class destroyer), under the command of Capt. J. Gowers, when

it was thought that the Domiat was trying to ram her.

The Newfoundland and Diana rescued 69 survivors from the wreckagc‘ Egyptian casualties were

rePortec{ as bcing 6 officers and 50 saillors. DPritish casualties, 6 sailors.
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[For the remainder of the day, we exercised ‘Action Stations’ and were issued with anti flash gear.

‘OPcration Musketeer had commenced.

On the evening of the 3 1st of October, Eagle, Bu|wark and A”}ion, togcther with many other
warshiPs, arrived in a Positior\ some ninct3~1civc miles west of Fort Saidin an area that was known as
oPerational area ‘A|Pha’. T he PBritish contingent consisted of, our three carriers Plus Ocean and
Tl’)eseus, four cruisers, 13 destroyers, siX ﬁigates and five submarines. O¥ these, one cruiser,

HMS Newfoundland together with a éestroyer and two Frigates were Posi’cioned at the southern
end of the Suez Canal,.

T hat same evening down in the Gulf of Agaba, FIMS Newfoundland was on patrol when a
contact was picked up of a possible enemy ship at close range.
Sub | jeutenant John [Tinlay was on watch on Newfoundland’s bridge at the time and recalls that
when the enemy ship was ordered to stop immediately, the order was ignored. Newfoundland was
by this time approximately 1 800yards away and port side on to the suspect vessel. T he searchlight
was switched on to reveal the I_gyptian [Trigate, Domiat, which was the ex RN FIMS Nith which
had earlier been sold to Cgypt.
The crew of Domiat were seen to be running to action stations, so (_aptain [Hamilton of the
Newfoundland ordered his gunners to open fire. T he Domiat received several direct hits but at the
same time, Domiat returned the fire and the Newfoundland received a hit on what had formerly been
the ship's hangar. One (Chinese saillor was kiled and five others wounded.
A seaman gunner on Newfoundland scored a further direct hit on the 4.5 gun turret of Domiat with

the 4omm gun he was oPerating. Domiat began to break up and sank within minutes.
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Orne of the shell holes
recieved from the [C_gyptian
frigate Domiat (F.x . M.5S.
Nith) at Suez crisis 1956.

T his hit was in the pay office,

situated right below B turret.

SEARCHAND DISCOVERY

In 1999, the Red Sea Wreck Academy beganits programme of locating wrecks further north of
the arca close to the T histlegorm. Starting with the Ashrafi |slands and moving north up into the
Gulf of Suez, several wrecks were located in shallow water; Zietieh, Muhansa, Attiki, Bachus,

[ lliot, Birchwood and | aura security.

Keacl’]ing as far north as Kas Slﬂukier, the crew became accustomed to being out of their comfort

zone of the Straits of Gobu] and Shukier became the staging Post for targets further north.

The fﬂydrographic dePartmen’c had Providec{ us with a Iargc number of targets-some bcgor\d the
scope of our team in team in terms of depth~our mandate was to locate wrecks within the 40 mtr
sPort [imit. Many wrecks were to be located as we travelled further and Further nor’clﬁ; Scalaria,
Aboudg, Turkia were dived sur\/eged and identified. Cape Clear, Domia’c and several other
cleeper wrecks were Iocated, but use as equipment test runs and Pu’c on the back burner. Tl’le

Turkia became headline news and started to attract other wreck divers to the area.

Tlﬁe above are all documented in “Sl’lipwrecks of Suez”now also available as D]VE_
FGYPTOS SHIFPWRECKSVOL 5

One wreck though had Proved elusive-the 55 SHillong- and dcsPitc suPcrb intel, Precisc
Documentation, state of the art wreck location cquipmcnt , a flat sea bed and big target she has

resisted all attemPts to locate her.
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After 7 cxpeditions to locate her we concluded she had been abducted bg aliens...and decided to

susPenci the hunt until some new or comqictirig evidence came to light.

Shillong would have been the _jcwc| in the crown-a major]cirid in kind depths, with a great story
behind her. The T urkia had also provided a good historical bonus, but the Domiat beckoned- a
Pritish Corvette sunk by a Pritish Cruiser. We had her location we just needed the right team
and the right conditions. \We were also aware that other groups wanted to follow us, after a failed

attempt to bribe our captain for herlocation!

Soin July 2013 we allocated 3 weeks to survey the wreck- we ended up with a 30 minute period
due to poor weather. | ocating the wreck was easy, almost too easy for the excited onlookers on
board the mothership. |f they were anticipating a long search they were mistaken. She rose up
from the flat surrounding sea bed onto the screen leaving no doubt as to her location. Some of
the guests needed to be convinced | hadn’t found her previously! [f only we had had the same luck
with the Shillong. With an increasing wind and lifting sea we had to be quick. With no surrounding
reef and only a sandy bottom securing the boat would be difficult. T he captain was uncasy,

mindful of the huge vessels Pioughing up and down the Suez.

To my shock and amazement Captain Abu”a started to kit up-~ he would buclcig me as we tied into
the wreck-he was going to P|unge 46 mtrs with a rope, singie i 2ltr and no computeri His prep was
to say his prayers on the fantail before cicsccriciing ......... Aliah FIBarl oris it |nsh A”ah?

0 The wreck appears out of the
gloom from 30 mtrs lying on her
starboard side with her midships
at 46 mtrs. She is guarded by

i’iuge Potato cod like groupers-

dozens of them! [t was evident that thcg had never seen divers
before-and they were defiant, hugc and intimidating theg remained transfixed until the very last

second then retreated to the nearest vantage Point.

| was surPriseci at the lack of ciamage~ | had cxPcctcci her superstructure to be missing, given the

ciamagc rcPortFrom the sinking, but even the searchiight tower Iag resting on the seabed, located
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aft of the briclge. [Her Funnel too was still in Place. Twin props adorned her stern and l’lerguns
and her heclgehogs* clear]y visible. T he initial Feeling was that she was intact, and cer‘tain|3 had not
been salvaged. Avrtefacts such as mast head lamPs littered the wreck. Sufficient evidence to

prove once again we were the first. No doubt others would in time claim the same.

Tl’]e lack of clamage was Puzzling Perhaps her starboard hull took most of the Punishment andis
hidden from view. Ferhaps the witness rePor’cs were coloured for effect. Never the less here she is

and the mystery Provides us with a cha”enging return. \We will need to return with trimix to

inves’cigate the deeper reaches of the wreck

Nets and fishing lines were a
hazard but only in some areas of
the wreck. T he bow is partially
buried in the seabed of sand-
there seems to be little or no

surrounéing rCCF or coral as we

exPec’ceclA

cheral areas can be Pcnetratcd, but again rcquire P]armir\g and the righ’c gear]cor thejob/ﬁcr

bric{ge, engine room and quarters beckon. At this dcpth a serious unc{crtaking.

Not since the cliscoverg of the Rosalie Moller have | felt so elated and excited over a new find.
T rue we have located many interesting and indeed Puzzling wrecks but
the Domiat captures the imagination, and poses many qucstior\s about

her sinkir\g.

T o date time on the wreck has been very limited and it hasn’t been

Possible to dctcrmincjust how much current flows over the wreck, but with
many more cxPcditior\s Plarmcd we will Piccc togct]ncr a full Picture of this suPerb wreck. [Her

l’wistorg demands it.

)
(>
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Chaptcr | 4’ THE 55 ULYSSES 7

SurPrisingly low in the rani(ings, but never the less in tl'lcrc, T]’\c Ulgsscs scored higlﬁ due
to her ProFi]c, 27 metres to Zmetres, hervibrant life and her historical value. The
sometimes in- consistent visibilitg and strong current cost her a few Points, but she is

right]g Placed in the ’coP ten.

For many years the wreck's identity remained obscure, known only as "the old cargo boat
at Gobul Segeira”. (Gradually the list of 'suspects' was reduced as contenders such as the
Kingston, Carina and indeed the (Carnatic were identified. (T he Dunraven had already
been positively identified). |n the late cighties | (Feter Collings) obtained a set of books
affectionately known as DODAS; T he 'Dictionary of Disasters at Sea’ during the age
of steam. T herein was a record of the (llysses "aground at (Gobul". [t took several more
visits to the wreck before she finally confirmed heridentity to us; the steamship companies
name on a piece of crockery, confirmed along with close inspection of the drive system and
power unit as well as the remains of the cargo. DODAS also told us where she was built;
in the North [Cast of [~ ngland, where more evidence of her identity was to come to light.
Some 10 years later a self proclaiming expert laid claim to finding and identifying the
(Ulysses. This is a stunning wreck, isn’t often dived as most dive masters can’t find her!

(Coveredin cora], vibrant fish life and often visited 135 Dolplﬁins max dCP’Cl’I is 27 metres.
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S.S. NUMIDIA

gow In 1901, this 6399 ton steam ship
>n the northern tip of Big Brother the
reck Is regarded as one of the K8

down,
Y @ superb
currents.

designed to fit 3 ring and 6 ring logbooks)

S.S.AIDA, S.S. NUMIDIA, S.S. DACCA, TUGBOAT,
S.S. ADAMANTIA K, SAILBOAT, M.V. HAMADA, S.S. TURE
EL QAHER, TRAWLER WRECK, RUSSIAN WRECK, S.S. MA
AL QAMAR AL SOUDI AL MISR, HEBAT ALLAH,

MOHAMMED HASABELLA, OTTOMAN TRADER, AL KAFHAI
SALEM EXPRESS, M.V. EAST STAR, EL ARISH, M. V. SARAH,
T43 MINESWEEPER, DOMIAT, PRIDE OF AL SALAM,
S.S. ULYSSES, M.V.GIANNIS D, P&0 CARNATIC, M.V. KIMON
M.V. MARCUS, M.V.CHRISOULAK, S.S. ROSALIE MOLLER,
S.S. ZIETIEH, JOLANDA, M/ T LAURA SECURITY, S.S. TURKIA,
S. SHILLONG, M.V.ABOUDY, S.S. SCALARIA,
V. BIRCHWOOD, M.V. MILLION HOPE, M.V. ZINGARA,
V. LARA, M.V. LOUILLA, S.S. DUNRAVEN,

. THISTLEGORM, S.S. KINGSTON, M.V. ALASKA,
. CARINA, M.V. BAKR

S.
M
M
S.
S.

S,
S,
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Chapter 15 THE SSTHISTLEGORM 6

Wc” it had to be in there, ranking highly due to its wartime his’corg and cargo, kind ClCPtl’lS
and Pcnctration oPPortuni’cics, chgcd back due to the relentless destruction inflicted on

her, over crowdedness. |nconsistent visibi[i’cﬂ and sometimes viscous currents were
additional negative marks. ["ull details of the wreck appear in 75YEAK5
UNDERWATER THE STORY OF THE THISLEGORM. They say a
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Chapter 16 THE MV.MILLIONHOFL 5.

This leviathan, the |_ed Zeppelin of the diving world, ranked high for all the right reasons;
she typifies local attitudes; a great diving asset mainly ignored. T his wreck has everything;
a day’s diving in her engine room and workshops alone, scintillating fish life, luxuriant coral
growths and allin less than 2 5metres of water and then there is an additional feature just

off the wreck, there 53 accident or c!esign ..................

She has the honour oFaPPearing twiceasa majochature inthe sac”g now defunked DIV
Magazinc. Bui]’c in Kogo Dockyarc{, Mihara-Hiroshima, Japan, as a Bun( Carrier, the
Million

HOPC was launched as the "Kgusci Maru"in 1972. 5he displacccl 26,181 tons gross

and measuring 1 74.6m x 24.8m with a clraught of 1om. with 5 cargo holds served 133

four massive cranes Positioned forward of the briclge. Twos Cylinder diesel engines
caPaHe of Proc!ucing 11,600 H'xp gave hera top speecl of 17 knots.

So]c! ini975 when she was renamed Pacific Roga!. Jn 1981 she was sold on and

renamed the Lirmgsbon until 1987 and then became the Fcng 5hun. ln 1991 she

was renamed the Hopc and then sold once again to the Aksonas Shipping Compang

| td. | imassol. Cgprus, in M39 1996 and bcing Fina”g renamed Million Hope

She was reinsured for £4-1

The ship departccl Aqaha, Jordan oni9 June 1996, enroute to | aiwan with a cargo of
26,000 tons of Potash and Phosphates. Earlg the Fo”owing morning, 20 Junc, ] was at
(Gordon Reef some 5 miles away when she came down the Straits, with smoke

bi”owing aft out of her suPcrstructure. 5}16 ran hcac”ong onto the reef at Nabq.

SALVORSGIFT TO SHARM SHIPWRECK S REVENGE.

[For some time rumours surrounc!ing the Purchase of the wrecks in the Eggp’cian Red
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Sea has fuelled sPeculation over their future. ] had been aPProached bg a saivage
company to reveal the location of several wreci(s, first 135 cleception then }33 the offer
of financial reward.

Tlﬁe wrecks of the Aboudy, Scalaria, Birchwood and T urkia showed signs of recent
salvage but this was on a small scale and was the work of locals armed with scuba
gear!

Tlﬁen a salvage bargc moved into the Strai’cs of Tiran and work commenced on the
Million Hope and Zingara (aka Kormoran). The superstructure was cut and ended upsicle
down in number 5 hold. T he cranes were removed and it seemed all that was

done was for cosmetic reasons; a new hotel and complex aPPeared on the acljacent
shore.

Tlﬁe wreck was now more open and easier to CxPlore clespitc the comcusing “uPsi&e
down” bric{ge. Soft corals continued to flourish and the resident and transient marine
life aPPearccl unaffected 133 the recent disturbance to their home.

Nine months later the salvers returned in earnest and began removing large sections
of wrcckage. So large in fact that thcjib on the crawling crane snaPPCd on more than
one occasion!

T hen theg left as quickly as theg had arrived and the wreck was left in peace once
again. Local rumours said there was nothing left but 16500 tons (displaccmcnt
27000tons) is a lot of metal to remove.

At the first oPPor‘cunitﬁ | returned to find out for mgselﬁ having seen the ship hit the
reef in “bad visibiiitg” from 5 miles away in June 19961 ike the Giannis D and the
Al K afhain, | had been there at the “birth” of the wreck and needed an uPcJate onit’s

condition.
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l was not Preparcc! for the scene below! As ] headed
down from the surface towards the stern ] glimpsccl a
large shape off to one side, expec’cing it to be no more
than a large chunk of twisted metal. [t wasn’t; it was the
reason the salvagc had ceased so abruptlgl

Sitting uPrigl'it on the seabed, with half of itsjib Pointing
sky ward was the crawling

(Crane, over a % million Pounds worth; the other section
of thejib lying close bgl

APar't from a slight co”apsc to the control cab, the
machine appears quitc intact.

Already ithas been claimed bg arather imPortant looi(ing

grouper, hgdroids have

covered all the available metal and soft cora]s) although at this time qui’cc sma”,
cstablishing afoothold on the new structure. Thc antheas have arrived too.

Tl’\is is also a great oPPortunit9 to observe and record the establishment of a new eco
system.

| _eft alone this will very soon become a much Photograplﬂed underwater image. | can
alrcadg envisage the glorious soft corals dccorating the crisscrossjib structure, the
vibrant fish life, schools onacks corra”ing the glass fish and resident giant morays.
Fingers crossed - Sharm’s giFt from the salvors will be left as she is. (nless of course
theg come back with another crane to salvage the sa!vage crane.

In near!g 40 years of diving J've seen some amazing sights but for me this has to be

the funniest.

The crane was Positionec{ at one end of the
Earge « Al Ahram 17 and she !'xad_just

reversed back and c!eposi’cccl a ]arge Piece of
metal on the barge floor behind, then

moved forward again, this time slight]g too farand

over she went; the driver/operatorjumping clear

; as she sank below the waves.

Opera’cion over!

The crane structure has now encapsulatecl the magic of the Red Sea-it has become a
haven of life the lattice work of thcjib festooned in corals and g]ass Fish, and has become a
Photograpl—lcrs deiight.
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So what about Million HOPC?

Well her coral covered prop has gone, the superstructure from number 5 hold has

been removed and all but one of her own cranes have gone too.

The hull between holds2 and
4 have now co”apsed and her
massive, once upright

bow, now lies over towards
the reef, lging onits port side
focsle submcrgecl.

The stern has been levelled
of any superstructure,
]caving the engine room

exPosed, a tanglec‘ mess of

Pipcs, valves and gratings but
her massive diesel 6 cglinder engines are still in Placc. Thc workshops which flank the engine
room are a dive in their own riglﬁ’c, from lathes to drill stands and on three levels-and all in less

than 20 mtrs!

So agreat wrcci(, the ]argcs’c diveable in these waters lives on, rcaclg for the next

cl’waptcr of her storg. 51’16 may have lost wcight but the equipment intended to remove
her now shares her watery grave, H’am Du“ah!
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Chapter 17 THE ELQAHER 4

There are few, if any WW2 British wars!—xiPs accessible to sports divers (a!though the
coastline of | ibia and Northern Eggpt might yet change this). ] his wreck scored high]g in
our Pole, as sheis rareig dived, kind in clcpths, easy to find and brimming with historg from2

not 1 warsl.

Built }Dg \/ickers~/\rmstrong onthe RiverTgne, in Eng]and and launched in 1943, HMS
MYNGS (KOé) was a '/ ambesi’ C]ass clestrogcr which saw action off the Norwegian
coast cluring the c]osing stages of WWZ Thcsc were Fast, manoeuvrable vessels clcsignccl
Primarilg as submarine chasers. 51’16 was fitted with turbine engines and drum boilers,
capablc of some 35 knots. 51’1@ had a disP]accmcnt of 1710 tons and was 560{:1: long.
Armamcnt included: 4 x 1 14mm guns (‘H]-DF), 3 x4O0mm cannon, 20 x 40Omm pom-pom and

8 torPeclo ’cubcs.

In 1955 the Roga] Navg decommissioned several of its /ambesi class destrogers. While
many of the vessels were scraPPed, four were so!d; two to E_ggpt (HMS Myngs to

become the Ai Qaheré» HMS Zenith to become the A] Fa’cha), and two to ]sracl (H MS
/ ealous and ]’"‘]MS / odiac to be renamed [~ lath and Yaffa respective]3>.

Renamed the [ QQaher after her sale to [~ gypt, she entered service with the [~ gyptian
Navy in 1956. [n 1969,/70 she was refitted with upgraded electronics (Russian) and had
returned to her base at Port Perenice to continue her duties. T his was the period of the
‘Phoncg war’; the hostilities between the ‘¢ day war’ and the Yom KiPPur” wars between

E_gypt and ]sracl.
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In Mag 1970 a wing of [Trench-built Dassault Mirage Fightcrs attacked the vessel while it
was at anchor. Bristling with anti aircraft guns and a new Firing tracking system, she held of f
several attacks clespi’cc Eeing hit ]93 sidewinder missiles and countless rounds from the
P!anes’ wing cannons. With a range of 800 miles, the aircraft could sustain a Pro]onged
attack over the target. [ires sPrcad tl'lrougl—lout the vessel and internal exP]osions riPPed
througl'x the sl'n'P. Evcntua”g the clestroger settled bg the stern, her entire suPers’cructurc

ablazc. AS Sl"lC sani( ShC swung round on hcr anchor and grounclecl on a coral shel{: rlPPlﬂg

her bow Plates open.
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Thewreck sits Pcrc‘wec] ona Iarge rock, herbow and fore guns sticking out of the water. [tis Possible
to swim under her aft keel and view the twin props and rudders adorned with soft corals with a
maximum clePth 27 metres. E_nc”css dives can be made swimming througlw her accommodation area,
control rooms and view the twin torPcdo tubes and stern guns, submcrged, comP]ete with shells in

the breeclﬁ, barrels Pointecl skywarc{... she went down Fighting.

T here can be few wrecks from the second world war that are so accessible and so intact- most
shallow wrecks of this ilk have been salvaged, ravaged by bomb practice or ravaged by the might of
the oceans. (compare this to a similar vessel FIMS MOIR| in Malta). With so many of her
features still almost intact (torpedo tubes ,guns, range finder s, instrumentation)she is a veritable

museum to naval history‘ A sPcctacularjourncg from bow to stern inside or out. WOI‘tI"IH of its

ranking in this list.
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C/)a/otcr /M .V. CHRISTOBAL 3

A FPanomanian motor tanker, built in 1945 for the Pan American Qil Co,as the MV
TANDORA, serving the US government for % years before she became the M\/
MARVEL.

Built by JA JONLES
CONSTRUCTION

CO, with engines }:79
Noe&berg of Mi]wa”(ee she

was 3250 tons, 286 ft long
with a 46 foot beam.(91m x
146 x6.6) |n 1948 she &
became the M\/
CRISTODBAL and §
owned bg T exaco/Panama
OilCo.ln 1960 she became
the MV  TEXACO |
CRISTODAL. In 1967

she was sold to the Pan American AR oil Co.and
her name reverted back to the M\/ CK]STOBAL
Herﬁnai name and thus the correct name of the wreck
She sprang a leak while carrying oil samP]es off the
Morgan 2 Oilwell, on the 23 Feb 1967 Her engine
room flooded, and she sank without the loss of life. All

20 of her crew were rescued.

The wreck lies on her port side in 0 mtrs on a sandg bottom and is vir’cua”g intact. [er
starboard side lies in on]g 14 mtrs of
water. Her tallfunnellies on the seabed at
the rear of the vessel where the engine
room can be found. A Pipebridge runs to
the centre island and forward Bridge area,
navigation deck and wing bridgcs with
another Pipebric‘ge connecting to the

forcsle. and is covered in fish life. [Her
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foremast runs out at full Iengtl—l while the central mast stick out through the Pipebridge a
couple of meters. Most of her Por’cholcs remain in Placc.

She swarms with sweepers and giassgislﬁ, while there is some evidence of soft corals she is
not as well decorated as other wrecks. Tl’lcre are many levels to cxPlorc in her two
superstructures, Thc centre island hosts her navigation deck briclge and wheel house over
5 decks and comPanionwags run along at the raised deck level it is Possible to exPlore

these with her instrumentation still in Place. [Her aft rudderstand (he]m) is still in Placc.

Swimming aft along the Pipebridgc the 3
floors of the engine house are easy to
access. Workshops accommodation and
storage areas all accessiblc, with this

section clemanding a dive alone..

The engine room is a real &elight—
intact roomy and with gocl light
Penetration, Being a Fairlg new
wreck she is in remarkable condition
and greatto Pcnctra’ce~with care and
training The Cristoba] is an casy
dive given her depth andis worthg of
several dives. Shc must rate as one

of our best finds in recent years but

with the restrictions of cliving her in
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Place her intactness should be safe for the time being at least. she is well away from all the

tourist hordes and convoys, thus the visiting diver can see intact hanclrai]sjust like the good

oH &835.

Two very different views of the wreck, above a side scan image and below the initial sketch

from the first survey of the wreck we undertook severa] years ago.
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Chapter 19 THESS TURKIA 2

Buiit in Full in 1909 as the LIVORNOG ])*,si‘ne was a

schooner riggeci steam cargo shiP of 1671 tonnes gross,
%00ft ]ong and a 42 ft beam, clinker built bg [~ arles
Shiphui]ciing and Engineering Co.(yarci no.562) Si’lé was

fitted with a reciprocating, triP]e exPansion, direct acting

vertical steam engine Producing an |HF of 1000, making 9.5
knots, made 135 Amos Smith, also of hull. 5i1e has 4 bulkheads and a cruiser stern, single
shaft and ProPe”er‘

She was built for T homas Wilson Sons & o, again of Hull

THE SINKING

Two conﬁicting reports

‘Bombea’ off [ atarana L{g/n!' 2 miles SE Maﬁ 14 947 ~ ”Destroyec/ by fire and exp/os/on near
afarana Lg/nf' Gu// of Suez, after f)e/n‘g abandoned bﬁ her crew when on passage from New York to

/p/raeus with genera/ cargo and exp/os/ves. ”
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“G7051 941 she had a fire in no. 3 hold where cxp/os/vcs were stored (she was carrﬂ/ng 6)(/0/05/\/65 and

genera/ cafgo) and the fire was 5650/70/ control so the vessel was abandoned. 10 minutes later there was a

/afge 6XP/OS/OI7 and the vessel sank in 12 fathoms. Notﬁ/hg was [76/ng done (Jater that is) as no competent
5a/vagc service was available at Fort Said ”-Anne (rowe L/oyc/s

This would explain wl‘lg she is not in Lloycls War | osses as it sounds like an accident rather than enemy
action. |ndeed the hull would appear to be intact (from initial dive) and she looks as if she has settled s|ow|3

and upﬁght.

Due to the Straits of Gibraltar being closed off by axis forces, her journey entailed entering the
Red Sea atits southern end. She entered the Gulf of Suez and was proceeding north when,J‘ust
off the lighthouse at Zafarana, fire broke out in number 3 hold and due to the nature of her cargo
she was abandoned. T en minutes later she was rocked by an explosion and settled upright in 12
fathoms. Due to the lack of facilities at Suez, no salvage was attempted. Due to the nature of her

sinking she does not appearas a casua|t5 of war, merelg a wartime loss.

THE DISCOVERY

Prowsing through the wartime records | came across two separate entries for the sinking. One
stated she had been attacked and bombed by enemy aircraft the other stated that she had sunk
due to an internal explosion. Poth agreed about her position, near Zafarana | ighthouse in the
Gulf of Suez, a long way north of Ras (Garib, our most northerly exploration of the Gulf of Suez

SO Fa r.

Afisherman claimed to know her position. | decided to enlist the help of my good friend Basim ........
and put together a road trip. At Zafarana the only means of putting to sca available was a disused
glass bottom boat, lying on the beach at the Zafarana [Jotel. A ten minute journey took us to the
target area and with the shallow seabed of sand (24 metres), the shadow of the wreck was soon

located, rising, up to within 10 metres of the surface.

Diving Dctails

The wreck sits uPright on sand in 24 metres, with the bow Facing towards the shore. ] he hull is

intact, a]though some sections have holes aPPcaring in the upper sections. Poth masts have been
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cut below the water line and lie off to the side of the wreck. Tl’?C surrouncling seabed is littered with

debris from the wreck and is Patro”cc{ bgjacks and trevallies.

5/2'1‘/175 Iorouc/ and 5i'rag/7t the bow appears out of a cloud of c/rc//ng fish. [ he fo'c’sle hatch allows

easy access into the crew’s accommodation. he frames of the crew’s bunks can st/// be seen.
Y

T he bow sits Proud bathed in suniiglﬁt and is straight raked-same vintage as the Rosalie Mo“cr.
Clouds of Fairy basslets swarm over the fo'c’sle head with its access l’?atCl"lCS, hawse PiPes, panama
eye, triPie cleats and windlass. TI"II‘CC deck houses sit at the aft section of the fo'c’sle and there are

coils of wire and vehicle tyres littered around. Musse]s encrust most of the raised structures.

En’cr3 into the fo’c’sle head can also be accessed from the main deck and leads to the secamen’s

quartcrs where bed frames can sti” be found.

Ho]cls i and 2 have two ‘tween’ decks with ]arge numbers of tgres onthe upper shelves. The cleePer
section of the holds contain wooden crates some containing hundreds of brass detonator caps.
There is also hundreds of heavg rubber ]Dases, their purpose as 9e’c not defined. Winches flank the

holds and in the second hold there are several vel‘licles, heavilﬁ encrustecl, but appear to be cabs

with extended chassis, Possiblg tank transpor‘ters.

The suPerstructure has
external companionwags, all wood
having long since gone, the rooms
are easily entered. T he saloon sits
below the chart room with a corridor
running port- starboard. F|an‘<ing
the engine house, running aft on the
starboard side are the 1°f mates

room, bathroom, 2nd & §rd mates

accommodation, chief engineers

quartcrs and Fina”g the cooks quarters.
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On the port side are the stewards quarters followed }33 the pantry, ga”cg 2 & §rd engineers
quarters. A” are easy to enter and cxP|orc. T he accommodation areas are littered with crockcrg

and bottles; various inscriP’cions thP to confirm her last port of call--

TLORIDAWATER MURRAY & LANMAN, DRUGISTS, NEW YORK”
“SLOANS LINIMENT MADE IN THE USA”
TOISONVERGIF 80z TALANA

Theg flank the engine room and her ’criPIc cxPar\sion steam engine is easy to cxplorc although the
lower levels are Fi”ing with dead mussel shells and sand. The repeater tclegraph is still in Place. A

P|a’mcorm of grating wa]kways forms a ga”erg around the cglinc{cr head, with an auxiliarg boiler aft.

7—/76 eng/ne room, Jocated am/c/s/w/bs /s casy to access fﬁrougﬁ several opcnings, the skﬂ/{gﬁt above
a//ow/ng natural //‘gzlnf to Filter down into the interior. Exloen'encea/ divers can descend two )[//g/ItS of

stairs, /Dassec/ the tr/}o/e Cy//ndcr heads.

/n the d@cpest /oart of the cng/nc room (2 4mfr5) are the repea ter tc/cgrapﬁs and gauges, their dials

obscured 55 years of concretion. 5//1' /s 5/ow/ﬂ bul/aling up covering the Hoorin a /aﬂcr over a foot
thick.
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Pehind the engine house there is access into the no. 3 cargo hold, again with 2 ‘tween’ decks with
more of her general cargo in view. Number 4 hold is totally full of mortar shells, which have totally
concreted into the hold, still in their
cases, the outlines of which can still be
made out. Pehind this hold is a
narrow hold, giving access to the stern
store rooms, and steering house. | he
steering quadrant is located on the
poop deck and nearby a coral
encrusted compass binnacle stands

PFOUCL

T he cruiser/ fantailed stern lead down to her rudder and prop shrouded with a Fishing net at the
time oxcwriting, the blades are covered with soft corals. T he wreckis coveredina uniciue eco system
of soft fan corals, nudibranchs and schooling reef fishes. Large schools oxc_juveni]c ge”ow tailed
barracuda swarm over the wreck, cascading in an endless waterfall over the sides of the shiP, down

to the sea bed and back over the deck, often b]otting out the sunlight
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Chaptcr 20

NUMIDIA, - Cie Fraissiner,

courgder §fla Corse,

THE S5NUMIDIA

[ ying at the very northern tip of the island,
the wreck is swept by strong daily currents,
attracting a host of large tish. | his huge
/\/aloo/con wrasse pa trols the wreck as if

her guardlﬁan, often gving the visiting diver

THEJCARC]O Far ¥/ wce'ks the

cargo was removed from the slwiP until she
Fina”g sliPPccl down the reef. All that now
remains are iron rails, minus their accPc'rs,

\A{Hq,h have slid down into t_hé-l stern, and

several reP!acement boilers, scattered on

the rect some in 60 meltres nextito her

starboard hull.
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THE VESSEL. A Boritish
cargo ship, built in Glasgow in
1901 by the [Henderson Co.
who operated her under the
Anchor | ine Shipping
Company. At 6399 tons and
140 metres long she was a large
vessel, powered by a 3-cylinder
triple expansion steam engine.
This gave her top speed of 10
Knots. On 28th [Tebruary 1901
the Numidia left her homeport on
her  Maiden  voyage, an
uneventful  return  trip  to

Calcutta. This was to be her

only comP|ctcc| voyage

Dex tarkefte og meeft divects Bei

Novae au Sherige
Ame 1 iha

o, LANIENS Nnnusa DAy,

BN

SCUT!A & SDANDINAVEA
n fuil

Llllur[hmun uj QLllulhnuurmm
Q.wmmbnm

Ne- *2] avt
@'zlmbmcg & Glasgow

hmmn Bruﬂm‘s
otna 0g. Sippergany

t ol
" Cianie



www.deeplens.com

FINALVOYAGLE

On 6th Ju]g 1901 she set out from Livchool carrying a general cargo of 7,000
tons and a crew of 97, under the command of Mr Jol‘m Craig, bound for Calcutta. Bg
the early hours of 19 Ju]g she had cleared Suez, Passing Shadwan |sland that evening
around 1900 hrs. Just before dawn next clay Big Brother ]slancl was sightccl off the
port bow. T he Captain altered course thinking is would take the ship over one mile to
the west of the ]s]an&. [He then left the Briclge ]eaving instructions to be called when the
Light was abeam. At about 2.10am the s!—lip ran aground on Big Brother |sland = north
of the Ligl’xthouscl

After two hours of trying to get off the rocks the engines were stoPPec{. Bg this
time the ship was taking on considerable water, but the situation was getting worse
althoug!‘x the pumps were coPing. Bg now the seca was bui!ding. At 7.30am the 5.5.
Rl‘zipens came in answer of the Numidia’s distress call, followed bg other vessels in an
attempt to salvage the shiP. The crew aban&oncd, the vessel and although other ships
arrived to l’lC!P refloat the Numidia, she was begond heip. [Forthe next seven weeks most
of the cargo was removed, John Craig suPervising the oPeration, before the Numidia
Fina”g sank.

DIVING THE WRECK

Tlﬁc vessel lies on a very stccp s]oPe at the very north of the Big Brother Plateau,
starting at 10 metres and Plummeting down out of reach of sports divers, her keel cligging
deep into a rockg iedge, Preventing her from sliPPing away into the depths below. Strong
currents often sweep the wreck but there is alwags shelter within the wreck in which to

obser\/e the Patro”inggrey reeF and l—lammerl—zead sharks‘

A diver hovers over the pressure
chambers of the Numidia’s /7ugc
l'r//b/c cx/oansfon steam engine.
[ntact and bathed in an ecrie blue
//g/;t; the engine room Io/ummcts
down to 46 metres. [~vidence of
her work/n‘g life s cvcryw/mrc;
too/ﬁ, gauges valves and switches.
T his downward Ioo/ni'/rg shot
belies the steep ang/e of the

WI‘CCL.
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T he intact hull offers Protection from the currents and it is Possib]c to enter the
starboard side coml:)anionwags, adorned with soft corals. For’cho]cs are barc]g discernible
due to the carpets of coral. Descencling down through these corridors to the aft of the
bridgc superstructure is often halted bg the wrecks resident liomcish, which rc[uctan’clg
move to allow the decent to continue. Thc open deck ahead marks the safe limit of diving
depths altl—xough holds and deck Fittings below beckon the unwary. Snapper,jacks and
trevallies hover in the company of barracuda and the aforementioned sharks Patrol the
Perimeter. Antheas add a haze o{:orange, hovering over every coral covered structure
such as the haunting lifeboat davits and the uPriglﬁt supports.

At this Point, 4Ometres, the returnjoumcg to the surface bcgins; itis Possib]c to
enter the engine room, blue liglﬁt Fi]tcring through the sky]ights above, i”uminating an intact
and Fascinating engine room. The steam cglinclcrs s]oPing ever quarcl as if still clriving the
slﬂiP ashore! Stairs beckon down into her lower engine room adorned in an eerie ]ight where
gauges still remain in P]acc and doors lead off in several directions, some lcading back to
the comPanionwags others to accommodation areas and eventua“g the briclgc. Ovcrhcad
a large shoal of glassg sweepers are disturbed bg ascending bubbles.

At the dccpcs’c Point of the engine room a cloorwag a“owing foran casy exit Point
and overhead the ga”eg straddles the width of the superstructure. The range still holds pot
and Pansl

Most of the wooden floors have ]ong been eaten }Dg marine worms a”owing more
access and ]ight into the interior as the tour continues ever quard, out througlﬂ the funnels
port at 20metres and back into the brilliant sunligl—tt, an amazing contrast to the engine
room’s relative gloom. T he colours and formations of soft corals are rivalled nowhere else
in the Red Sea, save for the ncighbouring wreck of the Aida. The metal structures of her
framework, at such a steep angle offer some unique Pl'loto oPPortuni’cies and there are

alwags local inhabitants to fill the frame!
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BLUE LAGOON DIVE SHOP AND RESORT

pGOON
BLUE LAGOON %\ ’8«
DIVE_SHOP = B
ae 2

Truk Lagoon

The Top location for wreck divers the world over!

Set in an 1dyllic location to experience the worlds
greatest collection of shipwrecks, Blue Lagoon
Dive Centre and Resort caters for the discerning
divers every need.
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Where better than the Blue Lagoon Resort to
relax and savour a great days diving. Relax in the
bar. Sunset Island or dine in the restaurant and
enjoy the superb international cuisine.
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30 YEARS OF PUBLISHING

E book concept

The idea of the E-Book series came about after seeing so many incorrect publications quoting the
wrong identity of the Tile Wreck at Abu Nuhas in the Egyptian Red Sea. Despite a plethora of
undeniable facts presented by myself and members of the Red Sea Wreck Academy, self-proclaiming
experts still, for reasons known only to them, continued to quote the Marcus as the Chrisoula K. It
was archive photographs from Howard Rosenstein and the location of the ships bell, which added
weight to Stephan Jablonski’s accounts of the sinkings’. This new material gave us enough to
produce the first E-book in 2008.

Being free from restrictions it soon found its way around the world and was passed on from diver
to diver. It had the desired effect. Now more and more reports carry the correct identity. Sadly
some don’t!

It was also an opportunity to give something back to diving. Of course there was also controversy
over the identity and purpose of the Russian Wreck at Zabagad, and this lead to the second title.
“75 Years Underwater” is THE definitive guide to the worlds most dived wreck. “Suez Wrecks”
highlights the achievements of our regular wreck hunting trips up into the Gulf and “ dive Egypt’s
wrecks” in 5 volumes is the most comprehensive guide to these waters .Other area’s are also
featured ;Subic Bay,Leros Truk Lagoon, Maldives Malta Coron and Palau.

12 years on, the project has proved its worth, despite being ignored by the diving press, and with its
place on the issuu platform at KUBI/MIFLEX continues to provide true and accurate information on
many of the worlds best wrecks.

So now we have a total of 25 titles available, and more on the way, yours to enjoy and pass on to
anyone who may be interested. Don’t forget we run regular expeditions and safaris to all these
featured wrecks.

Safe diving.

Peter Collings.

OTHER TITLES IN OUR E BOOK SERIES;

“75 YEARS UNDERWATER ”
“THE RUSSIAN WRECK”
“SUEZ SHIPWRECKS”

“THE TILE WRECK HER TRUE STORY”

103



www.deeplens.com

“SHIPWRECKS OF SOUTHERN EGYPT”

“EGYPT’S TOP 20 SHIPWRECKS!”
“THEY NEVER CAME BACK”

“THE ROSALIE MOLLER IN DEPTH GUIDE”
“SAFAGA SHIPWRECKS”

“SHIPWRECKS OF TIRAN”

“DIVE EGYPTSWRECKS VOL 1 -5”

“SHIPWRECKS OF ABU NU HAS”

“SHIPWRECKS OF THE MALDIVES”

“MALTA SHIPWRECKS”

“SHIPWRECKS OF TRUK LAGOON”

“PACIFIC SHIPWRECKS”

“LEROS SHIPWRECKS

“SHIPWRECKS OF SUBIC BAY”

“SHIPWRECKS OF D’PEARL BAY”

“FLORIDA KEYS WRECK TRAIL”

“SHIPWRECKS OF THE SPICE ISLANDS”

PETER COLLINGS

Peter began diving in 1970. In 1985 he wrote the first of 35 diving
related books, and has won several international awards for his
publications and underwater photography. His articles and
photographs have appeared consistently thoughout the
international diving press since 1983,
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A BSAC Advanced instructor, ( Red Sea Wreck Academy) 51 PRO 5000
DIVER and TDI Advance Trimix diver, Peter has lead over 500 wreck
and photo safaris around the world, logging over 7500 dives, and
along with his regular team of experts has located and identified
many of the shipwrecks in Egyptian waters.

Peter has worked closely with several tourist Authorities such as
ESTA, Istria, Chuuk and most recently Leros Active writing and
publishing a 25 title series of E-guide books. Several more
locations are earmarked in this series of guides which promote

tourism through shipwrecks.
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