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Ring-tailed LemuTgis % A*;mFox

Home to over 100 different species
of animals, from Harvest Mice to

Snow Leopards & Birds of Prey.

We are a family-run, not-for-profit zoo in the Northeast of England.
Our mission is to become a leader in conservation and education.

You can tune in and see what happens behind-the-scenes at the
zoo, featuring our amazing animals & staff and understand what
it takes to manage and develop a zoo in England.

ﬂYouTube
.ﬂ? TikTok

Join the herd, follow us:’
K7 Facebook: /nurthumberlandzuo
@ Instagram: @nurthumberlandzuu
Tiktok: @northumberlandzoo
ﬂ Youtuﬁl‘tlnrthimmndhn
D Tmtter @NorthCuuntryZno
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www.NorthumberlandZoo.co.uk
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FORWARDBY JOHRNWOMACK

| am John Womack Snr, BSAC First Class Diver, Advanced Instructor & owner of Otter Drysuitsin Yorkshire, having
dived the Britannic, Prince of Wales, Repulse and the Victoria plus many more overthe last 40 years | would not go
anywhere inthe Red Seawithout one of Peter's guide books. | have been on numerous successful trips of Peter's
including wreck searching in Truk Lagoon.

Peter's new bookis awesome, there are so many wrecks and to give detailed descriptions of all the wrecks
themselvesis great, it makesyoufeellike you have dived them already. |rememberdoinga night dive on the
Thistlegorm which was just fantastic it was pitch black with pin points of light from fellow divers lights.In the south,
Peter, Tom and myself wentlooking for the wreck of the Maidan on Rocky Island, we followed the debris trail down
to 65mtrs and there before us was the huge shadow of the wreck hanging overthe abyss starting at 80 mtrs. We
could only look downin wonder, but we had found what we were looking for after 10 years.

Peter's trips are a mustand very much like his trips his books are a mustread, Peteris a walking encyclopaediaon all
things diving and ship wrecks. A lot of great ships were made in the North East and it comes as no surprise to me
that this is where Petercame from too, we have been friends/fellow wreck divers alot of yearsand hope to be
sharing experiences and books for many more years to come.

John Womack

MD Otter Watersports

<~ Yorkshire.March 2018

Otter Drysuits, UK
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On ]:ebruarg 21t 1814, the vessel Tgne Steam Facketwas launched at Gatcshead.

This was to herald in a new era of shiPPing~steam power. In 18%9 T homas Marshall launched the first
iron hulled vcsscl, Thc Star, from his garcl at the | awe TOP, South Shiclc‘s.

Bctwccn 1860 and | 890 Hawthom Lcslie Produccd over 40 cargo stcamships at their Hebbum Yarcl.
By the turm of the century the river banks were lined with sl‘lipgarcls, clry docks, graving berths and Hoating
docks; Per]ﬁaps the most famous of all being the Neptune Yarcl‘

Bg i90% Wigham Richardsonhad mcrgcd with Swan Hunter and shipgarc!s extended as far up the River
as Blagdon (Scotswood Shipbuilding) with other names rising to world renown-[almers, Armstrong~
Whitworth, \/ickcr&Armstrong, Readheads, and [{awthorn | _eslie, to name but afew.

WWI saw many naval vessels Procluced and for a few years after the war there was a great demand for
shiPPir\g comPanics to reP!acc theirlost vessels.

The Tyne was also resPonsib]e forthe building of warslﬁiPs forboth sides of the Russian~JaPo war.
During WWZ Rcadhcac{s alone Procluced some 55 vessels.

A major Pioneering cleve!opment in marine engineering was the steam turbine, invented }33 Charles
A]gcmon Farsons.

[He Patcntcd the first steam turbine on T\gncsidc in 1884. Parsons, born in |reland in 1854, was the
youngest son of the T arl of Rosse and a keen inventorwho worked as Junior Partner in the Tgncside
engineering firm of Clarke Chapman. In 1894 Farsons Marine | urbine ComPang launched T he

Turbinia, a famous vessel Powerccl bg electric turbines.



Turbmla was the Fxrst steam'turbme—Powercd
stcamshxp Built as an ,cxPcrlmental vessel in
; 139+ and easnb the fastest shup in the world at
that tlmc ~ Turbinia - was. derponstrated |
3rahética!ly at the Pfthéa'd Navj Review in”
1897 ,and set - the standard for the  next
generation of steamshlps, the majority of which

were turbine Powered. T‘he vessel can still be

Farsons Turbine engine.



SUMMER IN EGYPT

The F&Q passenger | | e PgO)
[LinerRanpura,launchedat
the [Hebbumn
1924.5She served on the

Tilbur9~50mbag run.

Ya rd in

“ ... We built them Strmg.... We built to Last”

Tyne éhlp builders became
Iceclcrs in building Linc;'.s a.nfl

these magn ifice nt vessels’

saledthe world's oceans.
“l_’t.'nipos.sible,tb sail the won;ic.j'_t
Royallyonagreat Tyne buit
Lipes e 2

Ferl—\aps the mostfamous and

" magniFicentoFthem allwas

tb? KMS' b Y
MAURETANIA - =
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Another T inebuil vefieelithe C utarder.s. S
Carpathia, 13,56 ‘:[Lo.n,_ P Y. 4
“synonymous with the sinking of the RMS T itanic,

rescifig over 700 peaple fromthe sinking: The

C.éﬂ;zat}:xia hquschcended hqr?ﬁa gsc-e.ron ﬁh.e Ocean
floor on Jdlg 17_”“ 19 18 after being’stn_xlc'-k bg a

#a
| Tl i

toroed'sl

Ahother bt Ay cliryasedl
HMS Hampshire, the F lswick built
‘cruisertookpartin the Pattle of
Jutlard only to be sunkby a mincoff |
S{:_Epa Flowon June 5t 1 z‘i:_ﬁ. | ord
Kitchenerwas _a'mor{gstthose lost.

A o

e P -'-‘ eeatite FIMS Nelson, an cxamplc of the
many warsl—lips built on the Tﬂnc sParming twoworld wars. Completed ini927 she was
one of onl3 2 Revenge (lass battlesl—)ips ever built (the other being FMS Kodneg).
She was 660ft long, %%950 tons.
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“ eptune was the Iast to Vi T hearq 1t on my 17 (. ang then

they playeq the [atest number one”

”

/‘ﬂr Lhis wWAsS A }zj rver, I want you all toknow....”

NEPTUNE wWAsIKS
MEMTASELF LININ ThN
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T]"IC PeoP]e of the Tgnesic{e area are often called "Geordies". Tgnesiders may have been given this
name, a local diminutive of the name “George", because theirminers used Gcorge Stcphenson’s salcety

lamp, called a ”Georgic !amP”, to Prevent Firedamp explosions, rather than the Davg lamP used elsewhere.

An alternative exPlanation is that during the Jacobite risings theg declared their a”egiance to the

Hanovcrian kings of (Great Bn’tain George ] and Georgc ”, whereas the rest of the county of
Northumberland, to the nort]q, was loga! to James I:rancis Edward Stuart.

1

“ ..the river will rise Mm'n..........

&Cuotations from tfw]immy Nail sonq BI1G RIVER
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FIREANDWATER- THE 5.9 CARINA
VALST.LAMBERT WRECK

' 4

She was an iron screw brigantine
steamship some 3 12 ftlongand 1095
tons gross, builton the Tyne by the
Wallsend Slipwag and F ngineeting |
Cc'?:._ in 1886. [Titted with ar single
compound ‘engiite ould push her”

' 4

% along ata stead3 8 kno’cs{,.

WRECKDETECTIVE

] am often asked how ] find a new wreck. Thcre are many answers inc]udingluck, but in this case it was a

combination of intuition, guess work and ideal conditions. Conditions that would in fact be clangerous

before the days of navigation aids, radar and radio

A)qa’c calm sea, no surF, no surf to mark the whereabouts of a reexc, no surf to crash onto a remc; a sound
which would carry and be a warning in poor visibili’cg. Foorvisibilit3 need not be Fog or mist. Tlﬂe low lﬂing
sun can create many Problems when looking out forreefs, esPeciang if itisthe i1890’s! Land fall comesin
the shape of the Sinai Mountains to port and the E_ggptian Massif to starboard. No sign of any danger.
Abhead lie the islands of Shadwan and (Gobul, Sha'ab Ali and two smaller reefs of Shag Rock and
Sha’ab Nab (Pronouncccl 5}13’ Abna).

Thesc factors were responsible for at least one wreck, 50 wlﬂg not others? A close look at the chart for
the Sinai clearlg showed these reef Patches had caused the demise of the Kingston, Possib]g because of

the reasons men’cioned above.

15



THE DISCOVERY

50 we set of to retrace the route another victim might take. Aided ]:)9 the mirror calm sea, still air and
good sun!ight, we travelled north from the wreck of the Kingston, Fo”owing the reef contour of 8 mtrs at a
snail’s pace. My skiPPerwas unclerstan&ablg nervous and unconvinced “no wreck here MrFeter”, shaking
his Head, and keeping a weary eye out for any change in the water ahead. Three of the crew sat on the
bowsprit Peering into the water. As the skipper uttered forthe 5t time “no wreck here Mr...> one of the
bogs cried out “wreck Mr Fctcﬁ’l Mg hunch had Paic] off. Bc]ow us scattered over a ]argc area was the

unmistakable form of a Fair]g !arge wreck!

THE CLUES

] had no idea what the iclentity of the shiP was, hoPeFUHH clivingherwoulcl give us some clues at ]eas‘c, if not
answers.

Scattered over a large area the s!—n'l:) had been very well clispersed. Jn onlg 8 mtrs she would have quicug
broken up and the superstructure (ifindeed she had ang) was nowhere to be seen.

She was a steam driven vessel, made of iron with a riveted hull, with several boilers, a tgpicai engine for
her dag, drivinga singlc prop viaa shaft sittingproud of the sea bed stillon its mountings. Hugc con-rods
and bearings were easy to recognise. Her steering mechanism standing high almost to the surface was a
huge double camattached clirec’cly tothe rudder. l had seen this tyPe oFyolk on many ear{y vessels, indeed
the system of rods and chains still relied on t]ﬁisyolk assemble.

[lowever on thiswreck there were no rods and chains; Prcsumabig ropes were used directig from the shiPs
wheel and had long since rotted away. Tl‘xe rounded hull formed an unnatural cave and glass fish as well
as three white tiP reef sharks had found haven here.

Whilc browsirsg through some old divingmagazincs ] came across an article about 3 white tiP sharks called
“3ina bed”, }39 non-other than Lawson \/\/ood. Ferhaps Lawson had stumbled across these remains too.
The bow section lying onits port side isqui’ce substantial and both anchors remain, albeit covered in coral
and she has a distinctive bow sPrit suPPort, square in cross section, Partlg obscured }33 coral. A]thoug%
the bowsprit mast itself has gone the supporting collar or ring is still intact and Pechctlg round.

F]ates obscure rows of handrails and several Parts of the wreck have obviouslg been moved &uring storms.
Further down the s!ope is what migl’xt have been her funnel, a]thoug]‘x there is no evidence of a steam
whistle.

n 1896 the Compagn/c Bc[g@ Maritime du
Congo was formed and the (_arina added to

the growing Heet, although she was soon out

c]atec{-as a modern fleet dcvclépec{( inc]uding

the 5.9 | o Polclvi”e)




Cargo is often a clue when ic{enthcyinga wreck but fora shiP of this size we could
find very little. She could have of course been carrying Perishabie goods, been

sa]vagcd, orwas she in ballast? [Further diveswould answer all those questions.

We did however find lots of Pieces of g]ass ware (later identified as Bclgium,
\/al St Lambert) and Piles of 57 g]ass squares which had been fused together

at the corners; suggesting enormous amounts of heat?

Hacl she been on fire?

\/al S;nt Lambert isa 'Belgiafn crgsta] glassware manGFacturer, founded in
1826. lt is the o{:{:icialglassware suPPIier to H M King A!bert ” of Bélgium
' Foundcc’ bg the cl‘ncmlst M Kem!m \/al Samt Lambert IS we” known forits

Arl: Nlouveau and Art Dcco chces : -

"\. "\.
* N ! * N

J udging fromthe coral growths she had sank about the same time as the Kingston and much of the wreck

is coveredina hea lthy coat of hard corals. T here must be many more clues hidden beneath the coral.

17



FINALVOYAGE

She left Antwch via Sucz boundfor Calcutta with a gencra] cargo of “Pen'shablc goocls” and g]ass

ware.

H eacling south past Sha’ab Ali fire broke out; it is thought that the g]ass may have acted as a magr\i{:icr

and ignited flammable materials such as wool or cotton Products.

As the fire swept througl‘n the shiP her masterran for shallow water and shelter and failed to see the Iong
shallow reef running between Sha’ab Nab and Sha’ab Al

Herbottom tom out, she see-sawed onthe reef Fi"ing quicklg with water, the fire Partia"g exti nguishccl.

As the wind increased she swungarouncl until she faced south.

H ercrew having a battle against bothfire and water bcgan to abandon shiP as she capsizcd onto the

seaward side of the reef.

With no hoPc of the vessel bcing saved she was abandoned and the crew, some of the injurccl and bumccl,

were rescued bg a PassingslwiP hcadingforSucz,

18



DIVING THE GLASS WRECK

St rong currents often flow over the wreck and to that end it is essential thatgoocl boat coveris Proviclec]
and sa{:etg sausages are camied. T he site is often subjcct to large swells so calmweatheris Prelccr'recl.

With a maximum clcpth of 14 mtrs, the wreck isideal as a third dive.

R eef fishes includingsurgco ns are very active on the wreck and it is
great for Photographg when currents allow. Thc shoal of glassmcish
which shelter in the bow section are quitc 5Pcctacu]ar and several
jacks canbe observed Picking off the silversides which hovcrjust
above the bow. A hugc naPolcon wrasse and several Nassau

gl"OUPC rsarc also rcsic]entsQ

At about 300 ft long there isjust cnough time to swim from the stem
to the bow and back, mcandcﬁng over the wrcck, her flattened

condition testimong to the Powcro{: the sea.

On several occasions a local Poc*l of ClolPhins have Paic] us a visitand

havc stagcc] arouncl ancl P]agec]

THICK ASA BRICK; ITMAY BE THE TITLEK OF A
JETHRO TULLALBUM, BUTTHE REPORTS THAT
HER CARGO INCLUDED BRICKSISFARCICAL.
THEY ARK HER BALI.AST STONES
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THEFIRST OFMANY~5.5. DUNRAVEN

THE DUNRAVEN 1876

Thc S5 Dunraven was built bg
C.Mitchc" and (. Jron SHP
Builders, launchedin 1 875.5}16 was

P Tl—,c 2 comPounCI cngine fitted to

the D typicall
270{:1: ]ong, 28ft beam, iron hulled © unraven was typiesly

inefficient cglindcr and it requirccl
vessel of 1600 tons gross. She was

"W' two hugc boilers to generate
driven bg both sail and steam-a '

l sufficient steam to drive the

Primitivc 2 cglincler comPound cnginc

ngin nder load. . rating
Pus[')cdhcralongat 8 knots.T[-:cshiP engine unce OPC ng
was owned }33 W Milbum. And

intendedforthe “sPicc run”~ Pritainto
Bombag

pressures were at first very low
and sail still had to be used to

extend thc range of the vcsscl

]n J anuary 18 76 she left Livcr]:)ool loaded with a cargo of steel and timber bound for Bombag where she

was reloaded with sPiccs, cotton and muslinforthe rctumjoumcg.

20



On 25 APn'I the slwiP ran aground on Sha’ab Mahmoud, close to Beacon Rock T he crew worked
fra ntica”g to dislodge herand 14 hours after striking the rock she slid off, umcortunatelg this motion up

set herbalance and she capsizecl.

Tl‘lc second rcPort tells how she held fast on the reef for several clags, caugh’mcirc, bumedfor 1 3 hours
and ca Psizccl, s]icling down the reef to where she lies todag. Afterthe incident the Doard of | rade held
an immediate enquirg and found CaPtain Caretohave been atfault. T he board declared him negligent
and revoked his Captain‘s license, the Master's Certhcicatc, fora year.

Discoveredin 1 979, 173 [Howard Rosenstien, the Dunraven was to become a “Wor]& about us” sPccial,

and asshewas sa]vagcc!, artefacts such as Hamilton bottles, mugs, Plates and evenja rs of gooseb erries

anc‘ rhubarb were Founc].

[Howard Rosenstein with artefacts recovered from the wreck
of the Dunravenin 1979. At first they thought the wreck
might have been the (Camatic, until a bronze letter D tumed
up. T here were also rumours that the vessel had been used
byl awrence of Arabia, butthe ( ship [IMS Dunraven
was a different ship altogether, [Joward now runs [Tantasea

Housings in|srael
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T hiswreckis often dismissed as lﬁaving little to offer, however
those who take time to in spect hercarepung will be rewarded with
a gli mpse intoan examPlc of a shipwrcck froma nostalgic Pcn’od
in maritime history, and to the clisccming eye and underwater

Photograpl'lcr, she will alwags be a firm favourite.

The uptumcd hullis coveredinsoftcorals and still stands Proucl
of the seabed, rcaching up to within 18 mtrs of the surface,

a]though certain sections are now co”aPsing in.

Itis Possiblc to enter the wreck at the stern after viewing, her

distinctive and colourful prop and ruclclcr,groupcrs and several

batfish often hang out here.

Once inside, the hugc cathedral like hull allows cxPloration
forward toward a crackin the hu“, which allows extra light to

pen etrate the interor.

Recentlg a large section of the hull has broken away and
indeed the whole hullis in dangcr of co"apse, her decag
accelerated bg the extra oxygen traPPccl in the highcr reaches
of the uPtumcd hull bg divers using nitrox.

A victimof herown Popu]aritg, ]argc sections of the hull are

now sliding down onto the seabed and herballast stones litter

the floor.

22



Soft corals adorn the hull K eversing wheel

/ntact/mrc/ corals
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Jtis Possiblc to swim throug[‘; the boiler and engine room area, restricted to single f:ilc, where her wor‘(ings
are easilg identified, Flg wheel, gearings, drive shaft and big ends and two huge boilers. Forward of this, a

Iargc shoal of glass fish hover above.

Her masts and crows’ nest lie onthe seabed offherstarboard side, mal(ing anideal Foregrouncl subjec’c

forwide anglccl shots of the wreck.

T he bowsection complete with anchorchainsis adomedin soft corals bothinside and out and is very

Pl-lotogc nic.
Batfish, scorPion fish and crocodile fish reside here.

The hull exterioris coveredin hard corals and the wrecklies at a s|igl1’c anglc away fromthe ree{:, not at

right angles as Portraged in some guicles.

Jtis PossiHc to dive the wreckin one go and it is best to start the touras described bc]ow, cncling up on
the sloPing reef bc[‘;incl, a”owing{:ora slow curved Promc backtothe surface. Moderatc currents often

Prevail over thc wrcck -Ye) good boat coverand 5a1cet5 sausages are advisablc.

/ ong nosed hawkfish S locc,é/cc/ hawktish C rockodile fish

AH ’chings considered thisis an casy dive to execute. |ndeed it is one of the most sheltered wrecks in the

area and was alwags the start of ourwreck safaris runningout oFS[‘;arm.

5and3 flat seabed, a good nitrox mix (sag FANX32) can saxccly be used-a shovel would be rcquirccl to
exceed the MOD
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T he usual care should be taken with boating traffic overhead. Best to terminate the dive in the bag near
the beacon if gas suPPIics allow!
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Expedition Products

Inspired by Real Life =
Adventures... w
DPV Rucksack

Your DPV is possibly the most expensive
diving accessory you own, so safe
transportation is essential.

companion to carry and store your DPV.

‘ 1 Designed whilst assessing a multitude of extreme >\,

senarios the patented DPV Rucksack
> enables hands free transportation
making Journeys easier and safer!

WWW. store.com

email: sales@ store.com Tel +44(0)1162 388255
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OFERATION KESHET AVARA (ARIEL BOW)
~CL QAFER

Thc bordertown of Fort Berenice, sheltered bg the Iongcurving nose of Ras Banas, musthave seen
some nautical comings and goings overthelast 2000 3ear5.Thc bones of many 5hiPs will no doubt lie

clccP in the sand.

Built by Vickers Armstrong on the Tyne and
launched in 1943, HMS Myngs (Roé) saw action
off the Norwegian coast. She was fitted with
turbine engines and drum boilers capable of some
35knots. Theyhada displacementof 1710tons
and were 360ft long, similarin many ways to the
successful “C» Class. Her armament included;
4% 1 14mm guns (+=]-DP)
3 40mm cannon, 20 4Omm pom pom and 8 torpedo

tubcs

T he scant remains of the stem of the Altas seem to diminish as the years go by.

Several otherwrecks lie here too, but diving themis very difficult and heavilg restricted.

In 1955 the Kogal Navg decommissioned several of its </ (Z ambesi) class clcstrogcrs.

T hese werefast (35knot) vcsscls, sleek and manoeuvrable and dcsign ed Pn’marilg as sub chasers.

W[—:i le ma ny of the vessels were scraPPcd, fourwere sold on - Two to E&gpt - HMS Myngs (to become
the Al Qahcr), HMS Zenith (to become the Al ]:atha) and two to ]sracl, HMS Zealous and HMS

/.odiac(to be renamed ]NS E_ilatancl Yaffa rcsPcctivclg).
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Solcl to E_ggpt in1955 and renamed the El Qaher, servingin the E_gg}:)tian Navy she went tlﬂrouglﬂ a
major refitin 1969-70, with ngraded electronics (Russian) and had retumed to her base at Fort
Berenice to continue her duties. T his was the Period of the “Phonegwaﬁ’ betweenthe 6 clag warand

Yom Kippur wars.

- mblems, ﬁaganc/ Fhantom of the [sracl Airforce dun'n‘g Opcration Keshet Avira

]n Mag 1970 twelve l:‘i- Fhantoms of 201 squadron basedin Hattorand 69 Squadron (—rhe Hammcrs)
armed with MK 11 7 bombs attacked the vessel in Opcration K eshet Avira (Aricl bow) while it was at

anc[')or.

B ristling with anti-aircraft guns and anew Firing tracking system held off several attacks desPite bcing hit

bg sidewindermissiles and countless rounds from the Plancs inwing cannons.

With a range of 800 miles the aircraft could sustain a Prolongccl attack overthe target. With a still

decimated air force the |sracelis carried on the relentless attack unhindered from the air. [Fires sPrcad

throughout the vessel and internal cxplosions raked the shiP.
]:_vc ntua”g the 300 ftd estroyer settled bg the stem, herentire suPcrstructu re ablaze.

As she sank she swung round on heranchorand groundecl ona coral shelf riPPing herbow Plates open;

herd raught o nlg 3 mtrs. | hus lcaving herfore section and superstructure a bove water.
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Gone down f{gﬁt/hgdcﬁant to the end-the barrels of the (Guns stf//Pofnt skﬂward

T he attack was a direct result of the sin‘(ing of one of hcron’gina] sister shiPs off Alexandria !39 the
Eggptians.

(SEEEILATBELOW)

The wreck sits perched on a large rock, her bow and fore guns sticking out of the water. It is possible to swim under
her aft keeland view the twin props and rudders adorned with soft corals - maximum depth 27 metres.

Endless dives can be made swimmingthrough her accommodation area, control rooms and view the twin torpedo
tubes and stern guns, submerged, complete with shellsin the breech, barrels pointed skyward... she went down

fighting.

Firing ranging and solution command stations lie away from the wreck-blown off by a tremendous force.
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| 5cattcrcc| a” around» fhc 5cabcd arc
P.arts of thc SI‘HP b]own p:Fxc clunng tl'lc
attac‘c Thc sea bed qﬂ: the wrcclcs Por!

l|-|'
s.xéc suggcsts tEc mxssx]es came in From

-t'l*xtlsouth jﬂwc racllo roc;m, {;ﬂng soqulop
tower ar nd antﬁ-alrcramct gu ns are?.aﬂ HoWn

pg the sl-nP and lie orp_’:hp 5and3 Platcau.

LEFT Thq slcck lmcs O‘F thc;

dz—strogcr can be seenin thls 5T|ot oT hcr

bniic"cclgcc} bow wl'nch hq.tp%d hcr Icut

A

throu%h thc Wat‘cr a’c 35 lcnots 2 v

LEFT‘. A high voﬁégc' waming sign,
s;i-" visible, indicates that- éhis structure
was her radio room. and .co'mms mast, -
Rc aps thc,Fxrst target ﬂo:El'\c mcon,ung
anhtcrplancs < Y B
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of war. Carughf! off gu_ai‘cl, all the warter b

ABOVE.:Narrow b.g definition of |

F L-E_FT Toilc‘ts, wash .l'\a-ncl, basins

lockers tell their own story. |

r F
Ma ny areas of the ships interor can

be cxplorcd rcvcaling.'a living museum

ti.ght goors-a re open and c'{/cr;clay :
c'q-titi[;)mcnt litters the wrcc'kicz;r
clchnc_icrs radiés, tclcPhonc ha_pdscts,‘

side arms and many sgcnt rounds.

h_cr 5|gck I‘Irl-J”, the interioris wé;“ fit g-ut
clc_lzb ands great buoyancg s]ﬁllb- '
c-sPcciaﬂy -as t[-l.'c floor slopcs uEwa-rcls.

d rawing the diver into shallow water.

an_d ashowerblock, all remin ders of

c'vc-"réday l!'{:é on board sHiFr.." :
bEL@W Torpcdo.tubc&ugc]css

against an airborne atjcac‘g, empty shell

v % e
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Jtis poss/b/e to swim under her keel-and witness the intrusion of the natural world. 5u5pcna’ca] above the
seabed her rudder and props are easy to cx/o/orc.

Locatec/ far from the tourist routes, diverscan cry’oﬂ cxp/oﬁng the armament of this Wz c/cstroyer from

her main armament to her anti aircralt guns.

On deck there /s much to investigate, makers Io/agues /7@40 /'a/cnt/@ the 5/71'p and cve/ywﬁcrc the

colonisation of the structure is evident.
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TWINS AT WAR:
THEISRALLI WARSHIF EILAT

_— iy S WU RN 18 S
ZL® I e e

=%

2Ll il
L ey il

A Z_a.mbcsi class c]estroger bl,;iltin 1 943 at Vi‘ckers A.rmstrong,
Newcastle on Tgnc. Shewas340ftx33 ftx 1 Z{:t, fitted with twin

gea red Fa rsons turbines giving thema 5Pccd of 3 5l<nots.

Thc ]sracli clcstrogcrhacl beenthe Z Class HMS anlous, built by Viclccrs Arm strong cluring 1943.
Sl'lc was one of many vessels of her tch, a fast anti-submarine clcstrogcr. Mang off hersister shiPs had

names beginningwitlﬂ /., thusthe classification; / ambesi, / ebra, 7 est etc. made themfastand slee‘(; ideal

forh untir\g and destroging submarines.

Bg 1955 these vessels were deemed obsolete and surplus tothe Rogal Navics needs and were either
sC raPPcd orsold off. Two of these vessels HMS anlous and HMS Zodiac were sold to ]srael, and

two, FIMS / enith and HMS Myngs (thcy musthave run out of names bcginning with /) to Eggpt.

OnQOctoberz2 it 967 clun'ngtheSixDag Warthe Ejlatwas 14miles off Forl:Saiclwhen shewas sunk
with4 “Stgx” missiles from the EggptiarvKomar class missile carryinggunships. Fortg-seven of her crew
died with many of the 151 survivors irj ured.

She had been zigzagging in the bag off Romani, in and out of territorial waters, taunting Eggptian radar.
A month eariershe had sunk two Eggptiangun boats. She was the firstvessel to be sunk bg missiles.
T he wreck has beenlocated in 2 1 mtrs of water14 miles north east of Port Said.
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69 SQUADRONISRALLIAIRTFORCE

69 Sq uadron of the ]sraeliAir Force (also known as T he [ {ammers) was formed in 1948 and made its
combat debut on Ju|9 15,1948 when ]sraeli bombers struck ta rgetsin Cairo, Eggpt. |nits firstten
years of oPcration, 69 Squadron was com Posed of former (JS AirForce B-17 f:lgi ng [Fortress
aircraft, bcginningwit[') three B-17sin 1948.

The B~i 7s were transferred to 103 Squadron int954 and were Placccl in storage forseveral months
in1956. ]n October 1956, 69 Squa dron was reactivated for the Sinai Campaign but was disbanded
at the end of that conflict.

T hirteen years Iatcr, in1969,69 5c]ua<3ron was reformed as the second |sraeli Air Force P41
Phantom squaclron. Commanded 133 Avi[’:u Ben-Nun. |t was ciuicubl Pressccl into service in the ongoing
War of Attrition. Between late 1969 and the ceasefire of August 1970,69 and 201 Squadrons lost
nine aircraft altogcthcr, although ]srael received eight additional F-4 Phantomsin \J u]bl 1970.

A]ongsiclc rcgular F—‘i’ES, 69 Sc]uaclron also em Plogccl the reconnaissance variant of the F[’) antom, the
RF—A—E. During the Yom KiPPurwaro{: 19773, the squadron lost several aircraft. 69 Squadron was
disbanded in the mid1990s

A] Fatha, is currcr\tly a billet and training sl'n'P of the Egg})tian Navg in Alcxanclria harbour.
INS Eilat

From October 1945 until August 1946 Zealous served in the 4th Destroyer
Flotilla as part of the Home Fleet. From 1947 until 1950 she was held in reserve
at Devonport. Between 1950 and 1951 she underwent a refit at Cardiff.
Between 1953 and 1954 she was heldin reserve at Penarth.

** She was sold tolsraelin 1955 and commissioned into thelsraeli Navyas
" INSEilat (after thelsraelisouthern coastal city ofEilat, replacing the
earlier INS Eilat) in July 1956. On the morning of 31 October, in the midst of the Suez Crisis, Egyptian destroyer Ibrahim
al-Awal, former Hunt-class HMS Mendip, shelled Haifa harbor. A counter-attack by the French destroyerKersaint and
Israeli Yaffo and Eilat forced the Egyptian destroyer to steam back towards Port Said. It was then also attacked by a
pair of IDF/AF Ouragansand a Dakota. The crew of the badly damaged vesselfinally capitulated, and the ship was
towed by the Israelis to Haifa, later becomingthe Haifa in the Israeli Navy.

Eilat was on patrol during the night of 11-12 July 1967, when she and two Israeli torpedo boats came across two
Egyptian torpedo boats off the Rumani coast. They immediately engaged the vessels and sank both.

Eilat was sunk on 21 October 1967 in international waters off Port Said in the Sinai by three Styx missiles launched
by Egyptian missile boats. An Egyptian Komar-class missile boat positioned within the harbour at Port Said fired two
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missiles at the Israeli destroyer. Eilat 's radar did notreveal any suspicious activity or movements because the missile
boat was still inside the port when the missiles were fired. Despite evasive action being ordered by the captain when
the missiles were detected, the first missile hit the ship just above the waterline at 17:32 hours. Two minutes later,
the second missile struck causing additional casualties. While Eilat began to list heavily, the crew tended to the
wounded and engaged in rescue and repair operations while waiting for additional ships of the Israeli Navy to come
to herrescue. But around an hour later, another Egyptian Komar-class missile boat from Port Said harbour fired two
more Styx missiles at Eilat. The third missile hit Eilat amidships, causing more damage and further fires, while the
fourth wentastray and crashed in the water nearby. Eilat sank about two minutes later. Out of a crew of 199, 47 were
killed and more than a hundred were wounded.

Aftermath of the sinking

The sinking just months afterits defeatin the Six Day War caused brief jubilation in the Arab World and crowds
gatheredto cheerthe two missile boats upon their return to Port Said. In
Israel, angry crowds surrounded Chief of Staff Yitzhak Rabin and newspaper
editorials demanded vengeance. Sixty-seven hours after the attack Israel
retaliated by shelling Port Suez with heavy mortars. Two of the site's three oil
refineries were destroyed with the smallest one left standing. The refineries
produced all of Egypt's cookingand heating gas, and 80% of its oil. Other
areas of the city were hit. Israel ignored or pleaded "technical difficulties" to
UN requestsfora ceasefire. The Soviet Union sent seven warships on a "courtesy call" to Egyptian ports to dissuade
Israel from furtherattacks.®

A setof torpedo tubes removed from Eilat before her sinking are preserved atthe Clandestine Immigration and
Naval Museum, Haifa, and a Monumenttothe Fallen of INS Eilat was established just outside the Museum, the work
of sculptorlgael Tumarkin

Monumentto the Fallen of INS Eilat, Haifa. Sculptor: Igael Tumarkin (Credit: Dr Avishai Teicher)

p— —

Y The sinking of Eilat by surface-to-surface missilesinaugurated anew erain the
development of navalweapons and the formulation of naval strategy
throughout the world. Though not highly publicized at the time, the sinking
had a considerable impact on the Israeli Navy. Israel started to develop plans
for German influenced ship designs better suited to missile combat,

principally small and efficient boats armed with missiles, able to patrol Israeli
shoresand undertake offshore operations at high speed, while atthe same

time able to evade enemy tracking and missiles. The resulting focus on new,
more agile, missile-armed boats would reap major benefits forthe Israeli navy some six years later during the Yom
Kippur War.

37



Expedition Prodl& *

Inspired by Real Life* M
Adventures... i

580 Transport Bags

Designed for Expedition & Cave Diving.

To carry S80(11litre) cylinders to the dlve
location. *
Available for 1 or 2 cylinders.

=~
=
"o
i
(@
-
{
(g
=
i
“©
—
o
—
(@]
(
-
LL_
p
(@)
e
O
(ab)
(=
(=2
w
(ab)
(=)

*, %
De3|gned by Divers
)« =

Drybag Backpacks

Tough & Durable bags developed to easily
transport equipment to and from the dive site.

Two sizes available,
Small (73x29x28 cm) & Large (88x38x35¢cm)

Focus on Detail

R —

f‘j ¢ >‘
WWW. store.com

email: sales@ store.com Tel +44(0)1162 388255




UNHEEDED WARNING ~ 5.5 SCALAKIA

L THESHIP %
built in 1922 for thé.Ang!o~
-Saxon Fctrolcum Co at
Swan:r [Hunters, Nerwcastlc-'r
Iﬂﬁt 568% ton steam ta S
was 411 ft long, 5j FT beam
'ancl §®-I:T Jraught, ct:a'Pable N
of 10 knots and fitted with

trTPlc cxPansion engines built

.by thc \Na”scncl 5!1Pway
cn‘gmeenng co. 5"16 ~was

réq-Lusntlonc& n the Admfraitg
Ca/ota/'nJ Wanhg “We sailed from f‘]’ucgﬁaala at 06:30 on 18t scr\/lcc.f_and a.rmed with 1 ‘P” 1 B
12pnr 2 twin | ewis 4
l—iotchkiss and onc'.Br;ecla.

-She had a crew of 9.0
incfluchng;‘i:navq gunne;'s. -

Octoéer 1942, armving off Kas 6/73/7'[7 at 1530 the same daﬂ,
to load with crude and then Iorocccd to ancﬁorage “FR. [ hoisted
a S{gﬂa/ to be moored without c/e/ay, conditions then écl’n‘g
favourable. /4 tiérs / was informed that the vessel could not be

moored until the follo W/n(g mom/ng”.

THEFINALVOYAGLE

Next morning, the Scalaria docked and started to load 7000 tons of crude oil. At 1750 Waring received

an instruction to house his balloon and not fire on any aircraft as there was to be a Practise Hight with
]ights f:)uming between 2000 and 2200hrs.

g r;‘lﬁ« ‘ " .L;Zy.’-l;‘« . '-‘f N

s 5.3, "Sealaria
Ras Chartb

g

Sihlay 18th Oct.1942

7 7
'[//n/mcdcc/ warming e
Z776 Capta/n’s Coné:emsl for his 5/4/}0 are clear m this

¥r., W,L. Forster,

Just a precedens note befors writing you - Will

you kindly ask your Pilot Servics why "Scalaria” wis not

= S

moored on her arpival today from Hurshada. From &

- message to his .gupcn’ors——cx/orcssing his concems at the

practical ssaman's point of view condltions for mooring were

8L

idesl and Scalaria shauld be ready to ssil tomorrow 1if thi! L - L ] b L
ety o gonsd. | Vgonf gt a5, gty B un. necessary a/c/aﬂ in /oacﬁhgv‘)/is 5/7‘1/:) l/[//t/w'n /70ur5 ofF

1 Pan f i
Belleve me) el L exeuss Plndil,

Y .

y I?’ Y
Doty
e

Launch waiting, in haste,
' Yours slinceraly,

(3gd) J. Waring.

SRS

5en pg the vcssc/ was ai‘tafkec/ ana/ sunk 5ﬂ Germqu

a/rcraft

o o B
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THE SINKING

CAFTA]N J WAK]NG “,4t22 15 /maa’c the rounds of the 5/7/}0, saw tﬁcgunncrs at t/;cfr/oosts. At
2230 / retired to my room, bc/’ng awakened at 2230 [39 an aftac:éing Hc/nkc/ I7i ap/oroac/)/ng from the
fand, rougﬁ/ﬂ westward. | he aircraftcircled. afa/oprox/matc/ﬂ 100 ft, then c/ro/o/oca/ a torpca/o which struck
the 5/71}0 on the starboard side abaftt of the bn’c/gc in no. 3 tank. | here was a terrific cx/o/osion which
caused the S/HP to shudder v/o/cnt/ﬂ and carried a way the stern moorngs, causing the 5/'7/}) to swing round
from north to south. A// the woodwork in my room Co//apsea/ and the iron frame tWIZstcd,j}ammlhg the two
doors. 55 sheer force / burst one door open and on reac/w’ng the deck saw the whole of the after
starboard side of the deck was ablaze, with f?um/'ng o///oourfng from the 5/71;05 side and a/ﬂ’)[t/hga)[f. 7

F s ¥’ F s
A\ tthis po/nt the /l“/cin,éc/ fined up for anotﬁerlattac,é, this
-t[me rc/eas/ng a /Jomb-.. Sqmc of the men Wcrc-.tr‘;ﬂpca/ aft
and ran u/o' onto the P?OP others o'nl the [o’cis/é shd down

o g o ’ =
ropcs over t/'7_c bow.” s 4

) i r r -:-r r
l_l-‘ ] l_l-‘ L] t_l-‘

Warfng “ [ was about to shout to these men when a bomb struck the foredeck with a terfic cx/o/osfon. /
was éac//ﬂ burned and /'/jurca/ éﬂ this bomb and saw it was no use t/y/hg to get the men to come am/’ds/n'/as

as the whole foredeck was now Z)/azfng /Un/ouslg’{

”/ could not get to the 5/7//95 papers as my cabinwas comp/ctc[g wrecked and Hames were com/ng up the

accommodationladde”.

Alided ]33 the Chief Officer, and a!though bad!g wounded, Waring lowered the midships life boat. T he
bo’sun and chief steward made itintothe boat as Warring and the Chief Officersliddown the falls. With
on]g the Chicf O)Cmcicerancl the bo’sun uninjurccl theg were unable to progress forward to rescue other

crew membcrs n the waterdue to the weigl‘rt of: ’cl'le boat and s’crong currents.

WARING -

“As we drfted [ called out to the men on the

Poop tojump orthrow us a rope but tﬁcy were
too slow. Bﬂ the stern buoy we could see
more men ca///ng out and we /ofcécc/ up SIX
more crewmen. [ ven with this extra manpower
we were unable to row against the wind, sea

and current. / was thankful to see a launch

approacﬁ f;‘Ol‘ﬂ i’/76 [OI’GSAOF@ W/?I/CAPI’CLCJUP

all rema/n/ng survivors”
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2N OFFICER ARMATAGLE:

“/ was 279 officeron the tanker Scalaria about 11 pm [was thrown out of my bunk f)ﬂ a terrific cxlo/osfon.

A/fogct/;cr we were hit éﬂ + bombs. [ he 5/7/’p was like an inferno. | noticed the 39 officerunconscious. /
/o/c/<cd him up and made my way forward. Wcjo/ned others on the foc’s’le and lowered the anchor cables,
went over the side and /wng onto them with the 5/7/P b/az/n‘g above our heads”

”/t was instinct / suppose, as / reached the open air there was a second ex/o/osfon /4// toget/mr we were
hit éﬂ + bombs-and we were ﬁeav/[g Joaded with crude ol

771@ 5/7/'P was like an inferno. Ma,é/'n‘gmﬂ way a/ong the a/ccé, / noticedthe third mate unconscious. / P/’Céco/
him up and made my way Fward.

/ wasn’t rea//y Wa/é/n‘g t;érou‘gﬁ Hame the Hames were )[0//owfng us all the time.

/\//anﬂ of the crew had gone forward. | here was no qucst/on of [76//75 able to stay on the 5/7/P So we
lowered the anchor cables and /7ung on them in the water as the 5/7/):7 blazed above our heads”

]:or his braverg Armatagc was awarded the MBEand the Lloyds Mcdal

As the ship blazed she settled on an even keel her gutted centre island, accommodation and engine
house to’ca”g guttcd.

The morning aFl:cr~CaPtain Wa ring inspccts his lost shiP.
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THE DISCOVERY

Armed with this detailed information and hgdrographic reports, three expeditions were carried out to
locate the wreck. 59 the third triP we had located several other wrecks (Aboudy, A’ctiki, Bakr,

Birclnwooc], Euiot, (iemini, Laura Security).

These Finclings have allowed us to eliminate several suspects.

Scalaria was }33 fara bi%er ship and }33 the third tﬁP we had a pretty good idea where she was. 41 1ft
and 5600 tons omc ship ona sandy bottom a big clear target‘

Members of Brighton SACJoined me in the search and we found her a mile north of our

“guesstimation”‘

" ven before we divedher | knew this was the Scalaria-there was her bow Facing south_just as J Waring
had stated.
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TIHE G 2rd o ol are Focnd
Pt ol P S thehal
section. lron framework and !adclers

Eclped e o scctlon oF shlp
ﬁ*-om here backto the centre 1slancl

N2 TR £ X
proportions with her valve-ing and
" pipe work twisted, distorted and
Bigled @ongst scc-t}ona! Bty
and bulkheads over an arca oF 200ft x
5oFt Fortho!es, cleclocxttmgs and
winches lay scattcrch ina chaotic

scrapyarc] of metal. H'er bow is sitting

uPrigH.’c on a—ye sea bed, Po_,_imtin‘é sourél'],

b.cgn'hg tcstimony to th.c‘:.CaPtains

account oxc the sth swmgl ng round on.

¥

her moormg At anchor sl‘nPs wou!cl
norma”g bg Facmg north into the

. Prevai_]ing wfnc’.’

Where the centre island had been, the wreckage stood
almost to the surface withmore largc sections of her holds
stancling uprigl—xt. More evidence of the massive explosions
in the form of }wge sections of steel holed outwards
Forming overl'langs forfishand encrusting sPecics. The
stern, like the bow s uPright reaching to withina few feet
of the surFace, her ProPe”er lor\g since sa]vaged, but

leaving no doubt as to the size of the vessel.
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Three huge boilers mark the aft section of the vessel. With the engine house gone, the triPle exPansion

engine lies bare, big ends, con rods and a huge reversing wheel are easily located and recognised.
4 | b ,bg cl, d dl—ug gl—\l lgl ted and < d

FRO@F Of: ]D ]t was amo;\gst the
Plates, gratings and .Pipcs which had

been the cngine room tlﬁat we Found'

M
S “-,...I\L'.\\, {

. abso!Jte P-romC that would ECCP -ang
rliNES ME s'ce:Pt“ics 'quiet. Thc ’ engfne
i manumcapturer’s Plate lag uPsicLe down

amongst the debrs covered in

e —— concretion and half buried. T~ xhumed,
Ofe WALLSEND SLIPWAY &2 . .
 ENGINEERING CO. LIMITED and cleaned it was to read “\Nallsend
| | Slip\q_/ay and E_nginccring __Co | td
Né\;\/castleOn Tyne ]97_1.;’. i Engines.
No 843 : r :

1

Tools of a trade: spanners still hang inthe aft
. worksl'xopj a Poignant reminder of shipboarcl life

FOSTOCKRIFT
At a Boarcl of Trade cnquirg on the 12th October 1943 CaPtainJ Waring further stated:

“On z[/nd/'ngtﬁc 5/7/):) would be de/aﬂca/ ovem/gﬁt / /:Jofnted out the danger of this de/aﬂ which was in my
op/n/'on c7u/fc unnecessary and in my op/n/on resulted in the loss of my 5/7/}0 as we would have sailed in

sale conditions to ancﬁora‘g@ B bﬂ 1000 on the I ﬂf/’ Oct”.

”/4// of. my crew behaved well t/7roug/70ut, and carried out their duties without fearor Pan/c 7
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“/ would esloecfa/{g mention 2" officer A rma tage forhis very ga//ani’ actionin assisting the 1730{/9

wounded }rc/ o[)[/'ccrt/)rou‘gﬁ the Hlames to the fo'c’sle head.

/L—/c was unc/ouéi’cc/{g rcspons/L/?/c for getting this of)[//cersa)[c[g away from the [711/77/’/75 vcssc[ but / regret
to say the }rd otticerlater died in Aoslol’ta/”

A sketch of the §Ca/ar7'a from an identification /o‘géoo,é be/ongfng to the Capta/'n ofa (serman

submaﬂhc, /7uni'/ng forthe 5/1/}0.
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THEULYSSES

THEVESSEL =

.T:I—xc (/Ugsses was }Jui!t.atqthe | eslie 5ard on the
3ncforthc dcean Steamsbjp Comp‘any Shc
Jomccl other vessels on thc fleet with Grcck
My*thology thcme amongst tl‘rem Acl'\ ”es /\Jax ..
Hector Prian, Menc]aus, and Sarpcclon 5}16
was ]aunched T e ‘and descnbcd as an lron
hulled smgle screw steamsl’np” and was. 310 ft
'long with a 30W ft beam, a clraugl'lt of 20 ft a_nd
gx_’osse".'d i 9PC-)O tons. | ike thc C'.'ama:c-ic, Dunraven

a,nc_i;_ Kingstqn she was riggé_é for sail,,with a singlc L
2" stroke, 2 cglinclcr steam engine ca‘Pablc of
Procluc'mg 245 ¥ dﬁyinga sin’gle iron Propc”elr._

pow i’

Thc Boarc{ of Enquirg records show that she left Lor\clon docks in Augus’c 1887 bound for Fenang
via the Suez Canal. The CaPtain was unfamiliar with these waters. | wo &ags out of Suez found the
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(/1135565 clear of Sha’ab A!l Tlﬁe calm seas and light air meant that many of the uncharted reefs were

invisible;no line of white surF; no sound of waves breai(ing over a reef.

In the car!g hours of the 16th, the Ulgsscs struck (Gobal chhir. Atfirst it seemed that the clamagc was
s!ight and the pumps could easily handle the small amounts of water bcing takenon. charding the incident
as nothing more than an unfortunate grounc{ing, the caPtain decided to wait and seek helP from any
Passing slﬁiP. Jus’c before dagbreak the hghts of the Pritish Steamship 1 erbela® came bﬁ and raised the
alarm on reacl—n'rxg Suez. Stuck fast on the reef the CaPtain refused tojettison any cargo, convinced the
vessel would eventua”g be Pu”cd free. For four days the vessel grouncled on the coral, s]owlg the coral
ground its way tl'mrough the iron hull. Bg the 18th, the sea had gotup and the stern was down, her stem
rails and stccring gear awash. Thc Fo”owing c}ag) escorted by }_‘IMS Falcon, two bargcs with salvors
arrived from Suez. Crcws from all vessels now worked in the hot sun to unload the cargo, but soon the
pumps failed.

As the wind got stronger the barges moved inside bluff Point forfear of being swept onto the same reef
bg the mountirxg swell. Tl—]at meant the cargo had to be man handled over rccxc, lagoon, sand sPi’c, more
coral, then out to the bargcs. Dcspite these ga]lant efforts whichlasted nearly two weeks, the 5}11'{3 began
to s]ip back off the reef withher bowsPrit slowlg rcaching for the skg. She was abandoned and left to her
fate.

By the 5&“ SCP’ccmber the stern was on the scabccl, 27 mtrs below and the ship broke her back, her fore
section on ’coP of the reef was relentlessly Pounclcc{ }33 the waves and has now become to’cally disposed

over thc sha”ows.

U/ysscs 5/51‘6/"5/1/)0 [Hector, builtatthe same time ana%eanﬁg the firstletterofhername on the funnel a fleet

signature.

IDENTIFYING THE WRE.CK.

f:or many years the wreck’s iclcntity remained obscure. Known on!g as “the cargo boat at Gobu!
Segeira”.
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Graduang the list of “susPects” was reduced as contenders such as the Kingston, Carina and indeed the
Camatic were iclcn’cixcicd.The first two }33 mgse]mc and the latter bg Lawson Wood. (T}'\e Dunraven was
identified backin the mid-seventies, of similar stﬂle she could easi]g have been a contender).

In the late eig]ﬁtics | obtained a set of books aﬁcectionate!g known as [Dodas: The Dictionarg of
Disasters at Sea duﬁng the age of Steam. | herein was a record of the (/Hgsscs “aground at Gobul. Jt
took several more visits to the wreck before she Fina]lg confirmed her iclcntitg to us. The steamship
companics name on a Piece of crockcrg, confirmed along with close insPection of the drive system and

power unit as well as the remains of the cargo. Dodas also told us where she was built in the Nor‘th Eas’c

of England, where more evidence of her identitg was to come to lig}'\’c‘

Her beautiful rounded stern lies in 29 mtrs, embedded in sand, with her hull open to the sea lging on her

Port side. Her prop and ruddcr, stillintact and are covered in a luxuriant gown of soft corals and the hull
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8|’1Cl i(eel Form a cave in Wth!‘l huge grouPers lurk ancl are COVCFCd in corals SPOﬂgCS, hgdroicls ancl

anemones.

Thc hull itself forms a current Point and is a great Placc to observe travellies andjacks maraucling. Thc
hull also forms a v~s}1apcd area with the reef and here resident crocodile fish can be observes along with
suPerb fan corals withresident !ong nosed hawkfish. SOme of the cargo lies scattered around the seabed,
covered in lush soft corals. Midship and aft sections are to’ca”y accessib]e, as all the Planking has long
since been devoured bg marine worms. |n this respect she is not unlike the (Camatic,withiron cross braces
for each deck Formirxg a criss cross pattern; stunning when viewed from inside and some of her general
cargo remains inside. | here are also branches of the delicate black coral growing here so care is needed
when entering the hull. ]:orwarcf the bow and fore sections are mangled up with the remains of the older

wreci<.

]nside the hull the huge Fly wheel and engine can be observed. Deac’ eyes, bo”arcls, winches and rai]ings,
even a bath and the steering asscmb]g can still be seen. Pack in the bow section the almost obligatorg
g]ass fish hang in clouds withlionfish cvcrvigilant.ﬁcorpiom fishtoo are inabundance and the entire wreck
isa cle]ight forthe Photographcr. Strong currents can be experienced Howing overthe wreck so good site
kﬂowledge is essential. The shallows are teeming with fish including tangs, surgeons and triggers which

dart in and out of the scattered remains in onlg 2 mtrs.

STUNNINGMARINE LIFE

Tl’le wreck is a haven of ]hce; turtles, several types of moray ee]s, surgeon Fis%, scorPion fish, antheas
fusiliers, sweepers and g]ass fish, each with theirown Patch. The inevitable but fierce clown fish, Plus for
the shar]:) egcc{ clivcr, Frog]cish and ornate ghost PiPCFislﬂ.

A host of nudibranchs, P]urobranchs and flatworms, whilejacks, trevellies and tuna Patrol the
surrounclirxg waters, cspccia”g off the stern. Add to all of thisa covcring of lush corals, both hard and
soFt, you have a Parac{ise for bug hunters and Photographers alike. FcrhaPs the reason forthisis that
the wreck itself lies on one of the very best reefs inthe Sinai area, that and the brisk current which

sweeps Past the wreck.
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RED SEATIRANAHS
Huge shoals of sergeant majors Patrol the wrecl(, and in the Past few years we have noted a strange
Phcnomenon. Obscr\/ed from the surface these fish shoal and go about theirbusiness like any other reef
Fish, but as we aPProach the wreck wearing scuba theg take on the persona of ... Firanas and appear to

devour sections of the wreck! Theg gatl']er in huge swarms.... clouds..... gangs...... is there a collective for

frenzied sergeant majors?

At first we thought theg may be stimulated into a Feeclir\g Frcnzg and were eating either egg masses or
algac. T he most recent suggestion is that we are scaring away another spccies whichis guarding itseggs
and the majors are simplg using the oPPortunitg to have a feast. Wl’xatever the reason behind this
behaviour, it Provides supcrb video and still’s Footagc at close up range, as close as you want mate these

fish ain’t movin.

VISITORSBY DAY

Several years ago we a!wags buzzed bg ) dolphins whenever we dived the (/Hgsscs. T}neg gave us a “oh
just divers” look and buggercd offt Then one dag they brouglﬂt aiong a calf. The behaviour was quite
amazing. Thc “guardians” brought the calf right up to us and seemed to be tcaching the youngster about
these Fumbling “inadequatcs” from above. We all felt like we were behind bars ina zoo. Thc gestures and
noises from the adults left us in no doubt thiswas babg bio]ogﬂ lesson!
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Since then on almost every occasion we have had 20 minute encounters witha Pocl of 30 Plus Plagmcul

bottle nosed dolphins. The Ulysscs is now dubbed the dolphin wreck.

The Jsland of (Gobul along with T awilla, Qyisum and (Cadour forms a lﬂugc natural anc]ﬂorage with on‘g
anarrow channel tothe north and coral Patchcs to the south. ]t is re]ativclg shallow (50 mtrs) and has very

little tidalflow. An ideal anchorage Forlarge ships.

The lack of tidal flow means the area is sanc}y and siltg so reduced visibili’cg and coral growth Prevails.
Soft corals are absent and the encrusting life very differentto the sPcctacular reefs on the [ astern side

of CGobul.

Jndeed much of the life on the next wreck begs a visit from marine biologist. [Here tl‘xeg will find a trulg
uniquc eco system and a sPectacu!ar wreck. Diving conditions are therefore often more favourable here

whenitis rough elsewhere. This wreck is farfrom the tourist routes and is rarclg dived and therefore does

not suffer from local Pil{:ering.
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The "Belmore,” Official Number 115720, was a steel screw steam yacht used for towing purposcs,
formerly named the "[“lying Scout,” built at South Shields in the year 1902 by Messrs. J. .
Rennoldson & Sons, South Shields, and was of the following dimensions:?|_ength 106 feet, breadth
22 feet, and depth inhold 9.3 feet,and was 168.29 gross, and 3.04 regjstered tonnage. She was fitted

with compound direct actinginvertcd cg]inders of 98 n.HP., her estimated speed bcing 12 knots, and was
owned }33 Mr. James [Tenwick, of Sgdncg, New South Wales,

The "Belmore” was on the voyage to Malta in good and seaworthy conditionas regards hull and
equipments. She was surveyed and passed by the Board of Trade surveyor at (Greenock before
leaving that port, which she left on the 30th of May, 1908, bound for Sydney, New South Wales, with
a crew of 12 hands all told (and no passengers), under the command of Mr. Charles Murchie, who held a

certificate oFcomPetencg as master, No. 09867.

“Onthe voyage to ort Said she aPPeared very tender, causing her to ship waterwhich saturated the
coal stowed in bags and bulk on the after deck. She arrived at Port Said on the 16th of June last, and
after coaling, according to the evidence, the vessel was much deeper than when leaving Malta. [fer
Flimsoll mark was submerged and the water up to the top of the belting, but there is no evidence given as

to how thisextra immersion was caused.

The ”Be]mor@” left Fort Saicl at orabout 5.0 a.m. of the i7t1'1 June last, and Proceeded througl'x the
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canal intothe (Gulf of Suez, withfine weather. About 10 p.m. the wind was about two points on the port
quarter, and increasing witha rising sea. At midnight the watchcommenced to put coal off the deck into
the stokehold. T his was continued until after 2 am. of the 18th, when Ras (Gharib light was sighted.
Shortly after sighting the light, the second mate, Mr. Robertson, who was in charge and steering the
vessel, called (Gray, one of the watch, to relieve him. []e then went down below as directed, to let the
master know that he had sighted Ras (Gharib light and how itbore, and while he and the master were
examining the chart, a sea came in overthe port quarter, givingher alist to port, and as the vessel did not
recover, thinking something was wrong, he made for the deck, followed by the master, and findingher on
her beam ends and going further over, he and the master got over the rail on to the side of the vessel, and
finally reached the keel as she tumed bottom up, givingno time to provide themselves with life-saving
appliances. T he majority of the crew went down with the ship. The captain was last seen standing on her
bottom near the keel. T he rest, fivein number, succeeded in swimming to the coal box, which floated
away from the vessel as she sank. T hey held on to the box for about 1 1,72 hours, when it broke up and
cach secured a plank, by which means four of them eventually reached the shore in safety at some
distance from the lighthouse. T he fifthwas caught by a shark while efforts were being made to save him
by those on the beach. The mutilated body was afterwards recovered and buried.

To date the wreck has not been located.
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WRECK OF THE S.S ZEALOT

Duringthc BSAC cxPcditions of the carlg 90’s we came across w rcckagc in 40 mtrs on the north east
side of Daedalus. |nitial research su%csted this could be the wreck of a Dutch [ ast |ndiamen, the
Dacca. ExPlon'ng down to the limits of sport cliving only revealed lo nglcngt}'ls of iron Piping. We were

certain a wreck existed but nevergot the chance to dive any clccpcr. Thenin Scptcmbcr 2004 | received

an SMS from the staﬁon board MY ]"‘l URR] CANE_ A German diverhad found some crockerg
with the words “[elme Park South Shields”.

When the SMScamein | was on myway to the local archives, and withinan hour Carolyn Durkin had
Prod uced a bill of sale forthe vessel from R eadheads to the owner William Wrig}'lt, and then a bill of sale
to the second owners John Glgnn and 5ons of Livchool. f:rom this clocumcntation, the entire story of

the wreck was in my Posscssion-l)c{:orc Markus LO}‘IF, who found the P]atc had disembarked Hurricanc!
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F rom the name lifted from the Pfccc of Crockcg, Ca ro/ﬂn Dunéin was able to

/orod vce the actual bill of sale when the 5/11/'0 was handed over to herowners.

The Zealot began lifeas the FE. I ME. PARK, a 1328 ton 243 ftlong “spar decked double
skinned iron hull screw steamship”, builtin 1873 by John Readhead and (o at the Filot street works
in South Shields, ship # 91. She was fitted with a 2 cylinder compound inverted direct acting, 1 20hp
steam engine, which could deliver 12 knots. William Wright had commissioned the ship to modemise

his renowned fleet of sailing vessels. [Her master was [ . Breham. Wright sold her a year later to J
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THE FINALVOYAGLE

The final voyage began on26th Scptember, 1887 bound for Bombag. The Zealotwas captained bg
J A bcs’c andwas carrging cargo worth £24,700 described as gene ral, 790 cotton balcs, 91 cases, and

100 tons of iron” She had a crew of 53, mainly | ascars and two passengers on board.

Thcjoumcg down through the M editerranean and the Suez Canal took until the 1 2th October, and
aftersuccessfully navigating the straits of (Gobul she sailed south towards CORIT:
the Brothers ( her best sighting of landfall) before altering to a course
which would take her close to Daedalus for another sighting, and then |

southi ntencling to pass tothe eastof /a bagacl on hcrjoumcg southward..

As they closed towards Daedalus the light appeared dead ahead and not
abeam, the in experienced first mate  Jonathan Russel reacted too slowly in
takingaction and the vessel strucka coral ridge ripping out herbottom and she quickly began to fill with
water. | he crew and passengers were put into the boats and the captain ran the bow onto the reef
enablingthe remainingcrew to jump ashore. | he vesselthensettled and sankinto de epwater, rolling onto
her side spilling out cargoes she tumbled down the reef. T he |ron pipes, originally thought to have been

rubbish from the building of the lighthouse are the first clue of what lies belowin ve ry clccP water.

The crew and passengers were taken aboard a Passing shiP bound for Suez.

At the board of trade cnquirg the cause of loss was attributed to the first mates lack of navigation skills,
but aPPortioned some of the blame wards the master. CaPtain Best's ticket was suspended for six

months.

T he wreck starts at 82 mtrs sloPi ngdownto 119 mtrs on the west side of the island. [Trom an initial dive,
she appears to be intact from amidships aft. Flowever (Grant Seacranke later found the bow section and
describesitas “CARNATIC LKE BUT FLAT TENED?. Judging from the reports the wreck
is spread over a large areca. As the Dacca sank in the same area, it is Possiblc that both vessels lie

togcthcr~ bothwouldbe very similarvessels and sank only 10 years aPart.

Sacug agroup of Italian divers found the wreck canlg in 2005 and Pi“agccl many artefacts from the wreck,
claimingthcg were Iooking for evidence to heridentification. ital clues may now never come to light and

the Location of the Daccaneverrevea led. But who knows-the Zealot surp rised us all!
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PICTURE GALLERY

Deep inside the heart of a steam ship ~her engine room. The vast interior of the engine room of the S‘S‘Turbo can be easili;

explored b‘g divers with the correct trainfngancj equfpmeﬂt.




Qutside the wrecks it's a different story. The strong African sun, clear waters and shallow depths allow

fora luxuriant growth of both soft and hard corals. T hese intumn, couP]cd with

the structure of the vesse], acts as a haven fora multitude of fish.
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LIVINGREEF

The term was never more apt than in the case of the 95 UIysses. Now absorbed into the reef, withover
one hundred years of coral growth on her remains, she has become one of the most beautiful “artificial

reefs” in Eggptian waters.

While the vast interiorof her hull isa haven to glass{:ish, all of the sPecies found on a coral reef are evident
on her structure. SPars and davits, girders and ribs are covered in encrusting sPecics, whichin tum allow

others to colonise.

Ting nudibranchs live withinthe bryozonans while schools of batfish Play in and out of her ribs.

The sweePing currents also brir\g in Preclators such asjacks, tuna and treva”g.

Aéovc: a diverswims tﬁrou‘gﬁ the interior of the U/ﬂsscs, with all the wooden decks /0175r gone, on[y the

iron framework remains.
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vacrs hover overthe stern of the E/ Qa/m;; framed [75/ her stern rails covered in red sponge.




1987 - 2017
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; 7776 5(:3/3/7’3,
one of the /afgcst diveable wrecks in the Ked 563, has been well c//spersec/ [75 cxp/os/ons, sa/vage and

the power of the sea. [Divers are dwarfed 5ﬂ her /7ugc remains, in on/ﬂ 12 mtrs of water.
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AN AGONY OF COLLISION~
THE FeO SHILLONG

'Built ai\/iciccrs Armsbrong, W;lkcrgard #104 Mar 1 9‘;9, forthe F&O'L'ine,_]—f:c Shi”ong was 8954
tons gross, 4816 net and GV ft long‘ She was Fitt_ed with three gearecl.ste_am turbine engines built at
Barrow in [Fumess which could deliver ]ﬁOOOshP ’cl—lrougl—l a singlcg prop. She had a sPccd‘oF 17 knots.
C!assﬁciedras a gcneral cargo iner she could carry 12 P'asserrfgers and had a crew of 87.

" Bt % % a
* L ¥ * L ¥ * 0L ¥ I ¥ = L
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THE FINALVOYAGL

]n October 1957 the F&O Slﬁi”ong steamed down Southampton \/\/atcr, bound for UShant, under the
command of Captain SPurling, she carried 6 passengers, 26 Pritishofficersand 61 crew.

Fassing the Qpeen Marg and the American aircraft carrier Forrestal shejoumeyecl througlﬁ the Bay of
Biscag, past Fortugal, SPain and tlﬂrough the Straits of Cjibraltar to her first port of ca”, A]meria, in

fine clear weather.

Herc she loaded grapes forthe E_ast and then headed north and east to Genoa to c{ischarge and take
on more cargo, Fina”g south to For‘t Said and the entrance to the Suez Cana].

Jan C]oclclarcl heard the siren as he went into the chart-room to collect the ‘stations’ book to note down

the helm and engine orders forlater inclusionin the IogJ)oo‘(.

Tl’le Captain heard it too, and came racing up the ladder. Almost at the same time the oncoming ship
altered her helm to port. She had decided to try and cross the bows of the Shi”ong.

The Shi”ong’s Second officermoved to the sing!c engine-room te]egraph in the wheelhouse and rang it
over twice, “E_mergencg f:u” Astern”!

Too latc.

The two vessels raced towards a collision Point with their helms turned in oPPositc directions.

]an Goddarcl, stanclirsg on the helmsman’s starboard side could now make out the l'xugc wide beamed
tanker aPProaching amidslﬂiPs. He grabbec{ onto the te]egraph as the shiP lurched over to port.

The oncoming vessel having struck only some 20 ft awa9~clemolishing the #2 motor boat.

As the T anker swung under the momentum of the Shi”ong, she slid astern lcaving a Huge gas!n inher port
side. T he sea Poured the 5}1iﬂong’s engine room, and the Port~side clccp cargo oil-tank was Fi”ing rapidlg
withthe sea, Pu”ing the shiP down.

Thc other cmpty cargo oil-tank on the starboard sidc, , was actingas a buogaﬂcg chamber.

TI"IC Shluong SPUH rounc{ ancl hCClCCl over on her POF‘t SiClC‘

Tl’le waterwas now up to her boat-deck number 3 hold had flooded. Tl—]e gravity davitshad been clcsigned
to work against an adverse listof 15 degrees but withthe Sl'n'nong’s list at 30 degrccs theg were rendered

useless and the starboard lifeboats unusable.
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On the port side the forward boat was smashed, and the aft boat’s davithad been bent }35 the collision.
Everg effort was made to use inflatables and as the engine room flooded the vessel rightcd itself and the
starboard lifeboats were utilized.

The crew and passengers abandoned ship as she settled low inthe water, Captain SPur!ing bcing the

]as‘c to [eave‘

Shortlg a\cter, a tanker, the Skoland, came close byj slowing and lowering her own boatsj taking the

survivors on board.

]ronica”g, this was the north bound vessel which had Prcventccl the Shi”ong from takingcvasive action.

Meanwhile the Shi”ong had settled an&just after midnigf‘x’c she went down stern first.

Three lives were lost.

“T he behaviour of the entire crew was magniﬁcent, European and Asianalike ... Jt was

an honour to be associated with the men of the Shi”ong”. (Kobcrt Mi”er) I!&O

Fostscript March 202 1-to date, dcspitc years of scarcl'ning, the wreck
remains un discovered-the onlg “unfinished business” of the ROWA.

AH authorities tell us “she’s there”-a big target-we.ve found wrecks 1,/% her
size with ease.

A casual remark and some new data has rekindled ourhope thatwe may find

her later this 5car~watch this SPACC i
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FPART TWO THERIVER WEAR
“WITERE SIIFS WERE BORN

“On 7 December 1988 itwas announced that the last shipgards on the Wear
~-North [ ast Shipbuildcrs | td at Pallion and Southwick - were to close

o

]t all started back in i 346, when Thomas Menvi]l had a shipbuilding 5ard in Henclon.

Throughout its lﬂistorg Sunderand has had over 400 registerec] shipgarcls. Bg 1814 there
were 3 9ards which Proclucc‘%cl some 31 wooclcn vessels. 53 1840 the number had increasccl to
76 gards.Between 1846 and 1854 1/3 off all ships built in Britainwerﬁ_ built on the Wear.Bg
1868 iron built Si’]iPS took over fromwood.

During the 1°t world war there were 16 gards. Between the wars the number clroPPecl to 8 with
an additionalyarcl oPening durir\g WW2.

68



S.P. AUSTIN & SON L™

WEAR DOCKYARD —— SUNDERLAND.

Shipbuilders,
Ship, Engine
and Boiler

Repairers.

ESTABLISHED 1826

In the 1950-60’s many 3ards mergccl andini977 they were nationalised }33 19884 over 7500
we cmplogcd. ]N 1988 the last remaining 3arc| closed

69



MISTAKENIDENTITY~THE 5SS TURBO

ATl :SHIF Built at Suncle;land in19i2 by
J:D.Laing for the Angl_o Saxon Fctro‘euh
Co. the $9BO Fon.D i ft “contemPorarg_Platecl,
fittedfor carrging liquid]cucl in bu”@ machincrg
a_Ft’?‘ Tlﬁe Irccorcls alsp':show hler er\gine

sPc.ci)Cication, built bg Dickinsons at the

Dephcorcl Yalrd as “3 cglinder triple e%Pansion
S _ _ = engine”, with cglinc}cr d'imcnsions of 2.6”,‘%4”,72.’;
e o R L and out-Fittings by R. Craggs of Hartlepool.
Shc was a tgpxcal Ccntre ls!ancl vessel with
55 TUFAO’ typfca/ccntre island tanker scalcc-l holds for and aft of the ]s!and Her
of the ca/{g 1 900’s cngme room'was situated aFt Sur\/l\hng the lst
world war s}‘:e.contmued her trade umtll 1940
when SliIC was put under Aclmir;ltg service. [ Jer
w¢at}16r deck, above the steering quadrant was
adaptcd into a gun deck. She was armed witha
47 gun and 4 [TJotchiss. She carried out
numerous milssions betwe.en Fort Salaid, Hahca,

Firé.eus, Aclen and ]stanbul .

i F

The sltﬁps engine P]abc, which :Nas to IwclP

cli_sProve our earlier i.clcn'thcication of the

wreck. |n all 3 different Platcs of this type
were recovered. | he othertwo bore the
names of hclr builder an_d her out{:iilttcrs -

JD [_aingand RC Craggé..

THEATTACK
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On August 20th | 941 she was attached by (serman aircraft while en route from [Haifa toA!exanclria with
acargo of 7500 tons oxCAclmiralty fuel. T he crew incluclingthree naval and seven military gunners numbers
52. T he s}'\ip had left Hahcajust before dark on the ich August 1942,

Capta/n JPB Jones:

“\Weather on the afternoon of the 20 was fine with //g/gt airand we steamed at 172 Lknots steering a
wcstcr/ﬂ course, zigzageging on no./o. At 1745 A. 7_5 35 miles from [Damictta, we 5/g/7tca/ two twin
engine bombers ﬁeac//hg towards us from the west out of the sun, whichwas then 2 Pofnts offour port bow
.Tﬁcﬂ were //g/7t é/ue, 50 ft above the water and )[[g/hg one behind the other. W/n‘;n i'/mﬂ were 11 range
we commenced [/r/n(g with the [Jotchiss, two of which were fixed on the éﬂ'a"ge, one forward and one on the
Fo'csle head. We could not [Dn’n‘g the 47 to bear at this stage. 7 he first /o/anc, when about 3% mile off the
starboard bow, a’roppca/ a torpca’o which [ saw approacﬁlhg and [ swung the 5/7/}0 hard a’starboard. | he
vessel answered the helm and the tO/pcdo ran /73[777/655{9 a/ong the starboard side.

/\//canw/ﬁ/c the second aircratt made a wider circle round the starboard side until he was % mile on our
starboard quarter, when he released his toqocdo. 7_/76 5/7/)9 was st/'//swfng/hg to starboard. / saw the white
wake and a second fater it struck the vessel /Sa/fway between the bow and stern on the starboard side.
Tﬁcre was a territic cxlo/osfon, a cloud of black smoke and a column of water was thrown at least 9 j}ft, but

there was no Hlame. T/mrc was a strong smell of cordite”

“ Wc could now énhg the 4” to bear and were able to get offone round as the /o/anc Hew off- Wc continued
to fire the [Hotchiss guns using all our ammunition except for 25 rounds. 7—/’7@ /D/ancs continued to circle
at a distance of 2 miles then Hew off- 10 minutes later two of our own f/gﬁtcrappcared 777@ P/ancs were
/ta//'an 5/ £ type Bomécrs ac/alofcc/ to camy Torpcc/oes”

SAVAOIAMARCHETT] 572 T ORFEDOBOMBER

“The 5/71)0 rocked so 1/730@ after the cxp/os/on that | tﬁou‘gﬁt the 5/7/P was going to break in two, so |/
sto/o/oca/ the cng/ncs .777@ pump room and nos 3, 4 and > holds were f/ooa’caf the deck was buckled on
the starboard side between 3 and 4+ tanks and there was a /a/gc hole in the 5/71}05 side some 40t fore and
aft. T/mre were cracks in the starboard side running from the main shear strake down to the [’7/de Leel”,

The Turbo had survived the attack, at slow sPeed thcy continued the voyage and the CaPtaimCouncl that
bg increasing her sPeecl to 6 knots she stoPPccl rocidng. Theg saFclg arrived at Port Said on the 21
August. [Here part of her cargo was clischarged and she continued through the Canal to discharge her
remaining cargo.
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Hcr armament was removed and she left Suez on API‘II 19t 1942 for Karachi in tow of the Gladys Mo”er
(sisteruship of the Rosalic Mo”er) destined to be used as a fuel storage hulk.

Onthe 4th Apri! as thcg neared Ras Panas (reportcd Position puts them approximatelg 15 miles north)
the 5}11'}3 broke in two, Prcsumaljlg from the damagc sustained in the bombing, and

“cast adrft because of /'763\/5 weather. [orc/oart sunk as it was a danger to navigation. A[te/part /s

Presumed to have foundered. Lloyds war losses.

« While Ioroceec//ng towards Aden, as a hulk, S5 J urbo broke her back in a /7@3\/3 sea, G/ac/ys Moller
stood bﬂ, sterm could not be boarded a’un/ng the mgfnf of the j"‘)/’ all contactwiththe stern was lost and

the bow section sunk zéﬂ ‘gum[i’rc on the n/:g/)t of the jf/’ Z)ﬂ an unknown vessel under instruction form the
Admiralty at Fort Sudan’5 [ 38171919

Creclit for the discovcr9 of thiswreck goes to the Skippcr of Laclg M. Tl’leg called itthe half wreck

because it consisted of a stern and suPerstructure and one very large hold. At firstwe thought this was
the Hadia, whichhad been described as a tankerin some recor&s, but entering her engine room revealed

a large sing]e triple expansion steam engjine, not a diesel as in the Haclia.

Jnside the engine room a Plate withR.C. Craggs embossed and a works number would if fact prove to
be sometlﬂing of ared herring in her identification, but without this knowledge to hand we set about
]ookingfor the missing section of the ship; the otherhalf infact. \We were to search invain..the bow lies

in deeP water somewherc to thc nort}*x.

LE_]:T T he stemn lies

over on its port side in
27 mtrs of water close

to the shore at Sataga

FI'Para, north of Ras
Panas, in Southern

Ceypt.

RIGHT; = Fressure
chamber of her triplc

exPansion C steam
engine, whichlies insitu
tota”g intact. | he

large engine housing

allows for © easy
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Thc hull now lies on a sand3 bed in 28 mtrs very close to the reef face onits Port side. Thc starboard
side is in about 18 mtrs, while the port side almost touches the sand. Tl‘ne stern faces northwest. Tl‘ne
break in the hull is from the rear of the centre island which sank withthe fore section.Thc raised walkwag
runs aft tothe engine room, accommodationisland and the cross members are covered incorals and home
to multitude of fish. T!"IC helm direction indicatoris intact and stands Proud on her aftdeck and although

her rudder was removed the prop can still be seen Partia”y buried in the sand.

The engine room is I’mugc, easy to exp!ore and tota”g intact.|tis possiblc to explore three floors down into
the heart of the ship. Gaugcs) valves Piping, dials notices, (one reads “water 1,/% above combustion when

show inglass in all engincs”), gratings and handrails are all intact.

There are many storerooms off to the sides with tools and other cquiPmcnt) much of whichis concreted
into Place. A wori(shop comPlcte with 1athc, even oilcans and watering cans! The engine room is very
atmospl—]eric with good light giltering througi’l the skglights, a]though the angle at which she lies can be
somewhat dis~orientating. [Her repeater tclegraph still hangs waiting?or the next command.

f:orwarcl of the engine room is her boiler room and the funnel casing, again all her Fittings)gaugcs and

valves are in situ.
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The stern area under the weather deck is an area of great interest with more store rooms, wheel }Jarrows,

spare ventilation cowls and some great swim~throug!'15.

A raised wan<wa5 suPPortirxg the vessels Pipingis home to a multitude of life forms from sponges to lionfish
and the cross bracings make a great swim~throug}1 and Photo backdrop. The deck is an intricate
latticework of PiPcs valves and Fittings, used to transfer the bulk liquid fuel to her tanks in a delicate
}Da]ancing act. Lhceboat clavits, handrails and stairwells Provide alternative backdrops for Photographg.

Fascinating marine life inc]udingvast numbers of the Pixie hawkish, arare sightinganywhere else but here

the major dominus of the wreck.

A!thouglﬁ the visibility isless than stunning, the encrusting, macro and fish life and gencral intactnessare
a great incentive to dive her more than nonce. Sadlg the aft mast which used to reach up close to the

surFace has bCCﬂ Sl'\aPPCd intwo.

PARTICULARS OF MACHINERY.
58 oL 875

7—/513/7&5 to archives in her town of Comf)/ci'/on, we were able to prove her /’dcnt/'tﬂ further more-this is the

materials costings sheet from the bu//c/@rs, courtesy of DI‘IC Wear A rchives
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MISTAKEN IDENTITY

Overa ) year Period we not onlg searched forthe other half of the wreck but for an identitg.The
first clue was a Placlue with “KC CRAGGS” s’camped on it- and indeed a 3ard number. Onlg one

vessel built bg Craggs and indeed a tanker whichwas recorded as sinkingin the Red Sea was the Atlas
(her name at the time of sinking}.

I:urthcr research into the Atlas listed her as a Bﬁtish built, 4000ton, 345 ft long steam tanker, under
Greek registration at the time of her sinking. Built in 1909 bg K C Craggs, Smiths Docic,
Midd!csborough, was torPccloecl on Sept 6th i 940. bg the ]talian submarine Guglielmotti offthe Yemen.
So how could her stern section be 400 miles north? T he answer ]ag in part with another tanker, the

]nver!ane.

She had been mined off Sunderand, where her stern stilllies, but her bow sectionwas rcPairecJ and towed
over 400 miles of the North Sea to end up in ScaPa Flow. | knew the man resPonsible for that amazing

feat!~ Jim Develyr\‘
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| had interviewed Jim many years carlier as he lived ]oca”g and had also been involvedin salvingmang north

east Eng]and wreci(s, during and aFterWWZ.

When | went back to qucstionJim about the Atlashis first comment was “|wondered when someone would

get round to that one”.

Jim recalled how the ensuing cxplosion broke the sl’mip’s back and as she settled by the bow she broke in

two. With war materials at a Premium a claring sa!vage attempt was made and Jimwas the man for thejob.

The stern section made watcrtight and the longjourneg north to A!cxanclria bcgan using the two tugs
whichJim described as “liberated rusting tubs” were christened Hercules and Go”iath”‘ (Hercules was
evcntua”g to find here back in NOT’t!"I [” astern waters where she ended up sin‘(ing off the Tyne) and it

would seem tl—lcg were borrowed or as Jim put it “requisi’cioned forthe greater good of the war effort”.

Wl’]erc tlﬁeg came from Jim would never elabora’ceJ but l suspect that tale would make a great storg!

Amongst Jim’s papers was this mono of the salvage team Preparing the stern of the At[as for the long
joumeg north. “Saving half a shiP was better than none. We had done the lnverlane in the Nortl—r Sca;
this should have been easy”

Jim went on to recall that the Projcct went well until in Jim’s words “tlﬂcg reached Ras Panas”. At this
Point the Prcvailing winds wl‘n’PPcd up the sea from the north and the ungain]g hull was caught abeam of
the waves, the towage was broken and the stem section foundered and sank after dri?ting for several

I"IOUFS.

Jim's account P[us the shiPs Plate we had found seemed to confirm the wrecks i&entitg. Jndeed we were
so sure of the facts we went to press with the belief we had identified the “Hal]c Wrcck”. Then, while
exp]oring the “Halxc Wreck? we found another manufacturers Plate this one was inscribed “Jol‘m
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Dickinson] td, fiunder}ancl” 1912 and inscribedwitha yard number - conflictingevidence indeed. A]Cter
Y 2
Jim’s death ] was given an insight into more details of the salvage. Jim’s diary stated that the founderin
g g et Y 3

took Place “as tl—\eg neared Ras Banas”.
[is notes and diaries were to be a great he]P in gi”ing in some of the missing questions about the Atlas.

Axcter many years of scarching, tracinglost records and the invaluable l’lClP of the Tgnc/\/\/car Arcl'n'ves
and the Gui]dha” Librarg, the “[Half Wreck” has now been Positive]g identified. But what of the Atlas’?

WRECKOFTHESSATLAS(OTERNSECTION)

THENESSLCE - FINAL VOYAGE.

The Atlas began life as the Conrad Mohr, built in Sai]ing P Greek ﬂag
1909 onthe River | ees at Mic}c”csborough bg phe® Aslastiiad left Abadah

RC Craggls and Sons. 5!—16 was 54:5 Ftlong, witha e ForSucz it cormp
48ft beam and 28ft draught‘ Dcscribccl as a 5 {:;JC! iy I '

4000ton stealm tanker, fitted for bulk ]ilquic”ucl [Ter
L/oya’s War [_05565 5€Pf

triple exPansion engine was built bg Nort}'n I o5t
8717 1 940page 122

Marine E_ngineering ComPang and records show

her cylinders as 257,417 & 67%,325nhp. |n 1935 she A tomedotd by fialer
was renamed the [rini, then finally the Atlas, owned o 5 S AR Nin ey, o
by the Soc. Anov. [Hellenique Maritime et ot b/t et

T ranspetrol. (_rew landed atAden”

o T he Jtalian submarine
Gug]ieimotti, whicln’corpedoec{ the Atlas. She was a Princlass diesel electric boat, built in
19%8. SI‘IC was 1247 tons, 2228ft ]ong, had a maximum diving depth of 60 fathoms and

carried a 3.9inch gunti 3mmALA. She had 8-21inch tubes

Having eliminated the Atlas as the “half wreck” at Sataga 7 I Bara, we set about locating the Atlas
herself. Regerring backto Jim's diaries, hisnotes stated that the hulk was cast adrift as it began tofounder
as thcy neared Ras Banas described as a “sanc!y headland surrounded }39 coral reefs”. “Our attcmpt to
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make Port Perenice to make rePairs failed and the hulk was cast adrift until it grounded ina sancl3 bag,

her engine house still above water.

There is a further reference in _Jim’s diaries that the superstructure was subscqucnt]g removed to the

waterine and “the hull left tota”g flooded and deemed lost as more Prcssing matters were at hand”.

A rough sketchin Jims diarg showed us the rough area in which the hull has sank-in 1 2mtrs of waterina
sandg bag withinthe restricted area of the Port Perinice.

]nitial brief dives (unauthon’scc{), have shown the hull comP]ete with central wa”(wag, PiPcs running the
]engt}w of the hull to the breai(, valves and other deck Fittir\gs stillin Place‘ The superstructure has gone
and what was not salvagec{ seems to have fallen into the engine room. Thcre is evidence of debris buried

in the sand and the visibili’cg seems very reduced, due main]g to the lack of coral and presence of sand.

The shallow sections of the walkway with its vertical suPPor'ts and cross beams are covered in sponges
and sea sciuirts as oPPosecl to corals, again Presumablg due the amount of sand and are home to a vast

numbcr OF sl’loaling ICIS}’\ and mang rags WeEre seen on tl’lC SUITOUI’lChﬂg seabed.

Like many of the other wrecks close to shore along the coast there would appear to be a certain amount
of sa]vage, Probablg unoF]Cicia]going on. On our last snorkel large sections onreclcage was bcing loaded

onto an ancient looking truck.

Tintend to return at least once to the wreck

A combination of the initial evidence had led to the mis- | —toplacea memorialtoa very remarkable
man -Jim Devlyn, salvage diver
identification of the “Hal]c Wrcck” not onlg Jim Devlgns verbal extraordinaire! Once again fate has shown

) truth is often stranger than fiction —two
rePort but the P!ate from RC Craggs. Anotl‘ler tanker belongmg tankers built 30 miles and 3 years apart

to the Ang]o Petroleum ComPang was also wrecked in the Red | end up only a few miles apart within 2
Sea, farto the north at Ras (Gharib in the Gulf of Suez. T his too thﬁssggtfj:; other, and then only their
had out ?ittings 193 R.C.Graggs of Hart]epool. The similaritg
between the two vessels didn’t help either. The T urbo was a mere
2.91Ct longer and had an addition tonnage of 900 tons-built » years
and 30 miles aPart consideringwc on]y had half awreck to deal with

itis easy to see how we were deceived!
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5.5 KINGSTON
WRECK OF THE 5.5 KINSTON(aka Sara )

Built aathe Ko ~c\\egr in the Oswald 3arcl at 5underland for the Commercial 55 Co. ini1871.

d grossed 1449 tons and was described as a brigantinc ri%ed iron hull screw

brnatic and (/Ugsses she was a hybrid~rigged forsail and Powercd bg steam.
ssure of boilers and un- efficient engines, sail was essential to extend the
s of this type. Not until high pressure boilers and tﬁple cxPansion engines

way to steam power.

THE FINALVOYAGE

TheKingstonleft Cardiffonthe 28" January 1881 boundfor Adenwith acrewof 25 Shehadonboarda cargo
of 1210 tons of coal, P]us 5%0 tonsin her bunkers. On the 16" feb, at 8.15 in the morning she passed through
Ras (Gharib, and by
| the Ashrafi
| fine but cloudy, and

Suez. 59 6Pm she was abreast
i O.ﬁOPm(ZlﬁC)) shewas nearng
lighthouse. The weather was
the sea smooth. | he Kings’con A was making full sPeed,
a stcaclg 9 knots. At this Poin’c | the Master, Thomas
Richard Cousins altered course - “a ciuarterpointto the
soutl‘vward”, to counteract the | force of the tide

ordered the second

termed “Pu”ing”. At 1145 he

mate to go and set the fore toPsail. The lookout was called from his postto assistin hauling the sheet home. As
the two menwentaft to trim the 9arcls the ship struck at 11 50 Pm.An anchorwas Put outastern and for the next
two hours she was Pu’c full astern, but held fast. Thc order was givcn tojet’cison her cargo. Thc stcamship

FWWARD came alongside, dec]iningto assistin Pu”ingthc Kingston oF]C, butoﬁcering passage forhercrew.

Bythe 18" the hadj’ettisoned some 7Otons of coalandanother steamship the COLUMPIAN came alongside,
offering her services which were accepted and a hawser attached aft. The Kingston held fast and the
COLUMDIAN left. The Kingston began to make water and that evening and by the 19 the master had
ordered the crew to abandon ship. The mate and 16 of the crew gaining safe passage onthe AL MORA The
restof the crew,including the master, chief engineer, second mate and 5 crewmen remained on board until the fires

wentout about 6Pm onthe ZOth.Tlﬂeg made itsa]celg to Gobul island until the Z‘i"th,wlﬂen runningouto{:watert‘ﬂey
Putoutand were taken aboard the STRATH MOKEa ndlanded atSuez. Tl"IC Kings’conwentto Pieceswlﬁere

she struck.
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| The PRACTICAL JOKE

In the carly nincties this wreck was labelled “unknown?, then a guide book appeared
quoting it as the SARA . | could find no evidence to support this, but as it was
written in a bookthe divingworldlabelled the wreck S AR A . Ata dive showin 1996
my display still showed the wreck as unknown. A younglady approached, smiled and
said“well atleast youweren’tfooledbyDavids Practicaljoke”. My reP19 was there was

no such vessel as the SARA [ she reP]ied “that’s righb] AMSARA HShe

wenton the explam thatthe autl—xorl'xadvery little lmowledge aboutwhathe was wrrtmg

andhad Plcl«ic{ the captams brams~DA\/lD HALAL, Sara s husband!

David hadno idea whatthis wreck was called andlooked at his wife and was insPircch | ittle did he knowhow long
’cl‘n’sjoke wouldlast.

IDENTIFYING THEWRECK

Spurredonby Sara’s story | returned to the wreck andtook photos of herunusual engine /boiler configuration,
andtookthemto the residentexpertatthe Trinity Museum on Newcastles’ quayside. [{e instantly identified the
engine-explaining that it was a hybrid and only 10 had been made ~“here on the TYNE”. [He then went on to
produce a yardlist-10namesof ships the engineswere fittedinto. | hrough a process of climinationanda listing in

DODAS l identified the wreck as the S9.5. KlNGSTON ]t took years forall those “cxPer’cs” out there to

accePt] was right........

Bitterpi” forsome to swallow!

THEWRECKTODAY

Allthatremains of the vesseltodayis a hull-andatfirst glance the wrecklooks worthy of onlya quick swim over, an
afterthought after diving the nearby T histlegorm. [However those properly bricfed will find a
wreck full of colour, life and interest. [tis easy to see how she came to grief ~head on into the
reef, indeed her fore section merges with the reef _ itself,  with her
rudderpostrestingin 14 mtrs of waterupright. | he B e and prop have
wood has long since

bCCﬂ a backdrop Formang a Photograph/\” oH'ler

dissolved, ]eaving her uPrights and cross bracings open- and easy to

exPIorc‘ Her boilers and condensers si’cjust below i the surface and her

cngine lies overto the starboard side of the shiP.

Decentdownto 1 6 mtrs offthe stern, taking inthe towcringhu” above. Looking right the

crows nestlies in 14 mtrs —a greatphoto PFOP'TUFH backtowards the ]-lu“, Passed the fan corals and througl—x the
rudderpos‘&watch ou’mcormang nudibranchs andinvertabrates onthe hu”.Tum right.Youshoulcl nowbe swimming

with the hullon 3ourriglﬁt~up to 8 mtrs where there is a breakin the hulldookleftforshoals offish. Swimin tl'lrough
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the breakin the hull-you are nowin the heart of the ship above are crossbeams a winch
andaspare prop. Meander carefullythroughthe uprights-glassy hatchets full what was
once the engine room . Map of Africa Angels sweep by in curiosity. As the stem
approaches look for the steering helm. Glyde over the P
starboardside alongthe gunwhales watching outforattacking
surgeonfish! T he enginelies spilled out below,, boilers to the

left. SCvera] uPrights come into view-almost temple like. At 6

mtrs swim away fromthe wreckalongthe recF, nowon 3ourleFt

more shoa!ingpish lie ahead.

The surrounding reefis Perhaps one of the very bestinthe area~11uge shoals oFgc”ow striPPec{goa’cFislw, sweet]ips,
antheas andfusiliers hang oversome beautifulhard and softcorals- | unaturtles and &olphins are regu]arvisitors.

(Careisneeded with resident surgeon fish thcg arevery bravc, aggressive andterrito rial-cspccia”y aroundthe stem.

TERKITORIAL SURGEON FISH CURIOUS ANGEL FISH
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SO THISTLEGORM

The Thistlegorm story starts at the Yards ofJ.L. Thompson and sons at Sundcr]and. ]t was here that
the 4898 ton41 51thargo shiP wasbuiltin i 9‘1’0.51’16was driven bga ‘criP]e exPansion stream engine, built 139 North

I~ astMarine Engineering, which could deliversome 1850 h[:) drivinghcralongat ioknots.

Herconstructionwas thatof a typical 5 hold freighter, with raisedfo'c’sle and aft weather deck. With her
bridge and officers accommodation and engine house central the holds were two forward and two aft, with the third
hold situated aft of the bridge structure, forward of the [~ ngine house. tween decks ran around the holds-huge
shelves for cargo to be placed on using derricks sited between the holds ondeck. The coal shoot for her bunker

was situatedin front of the engineroom skg]ightAFtoFthe sky]ight,abovetheengineer’s quarterswasthewire]ess
house, with the radio room behind the ward room. TI‘IC main suPerstructure had 3 levels SALOON,
(:/\FWﬁ/\”QfSr1C>Cinf;(:rj/\ﬁfrf<C)C)A4VVY1E1ELLT1()CJE§E;WﬁhthePantQjandcokhﬁoredked%

below. T he aftstructureis classedas the ST RING GE AR HOUSE, above whichwas theweather/gun
deck.

The Plans c]ear]g showthe holds to within 4 ft of the keel, herdouble skin accommodating ballasttanks and
this space wouldbe maximised bg craningin cargo underand up to the ‘tween decks, then Planksogwood (orbailcy
briclges in times of war) would cover over creating second floor formore cargo to be carried (tgpical with vehides

and unusual shapec{ items). Tl’xe Plans show deck hatch covers at both deck level and 4ween deck level. Cargo
hatcheswere fittedboth atdeck level and at 4ween deck level.

As with most centre island cargo ships or tramp’s as they were affectionately known the twin boilers were
positioned forward of her engine and the fuel (coal) forward of the boilers. T he engine room was separated from
the aft holds and coal bunker by water tight doors. The engineer’s quarters were positioned flanking the engine
room. | he wireless house was mounted above this accommodation block, behind the engine room skylight. The
raised forecastle (Po'c’sle) housed the chain locker, carpenters store (port) and the lamp and cable centre
(starboard). Anchor winches were fixed centrally on top of the fo'c’sle. Steam winches serviced the cargo holds.
T here were three main decks upperand no. 2 with ‘tweens fore and aft, the aft holds being slightly shallower due
to the propellershaftaccess tunnel. An escape shaftruns fromthe tunnel exits forward of the steering gearhouse.

Fore andafter Peakha”asttanks were fitted.
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The Proxcilc Plans of the SS. THISTLEGORM. Agreat deal of information of the ships construction has

been obtained from this hig!‘x]y detailed document. |t clearlg shows cargo hatches both at deck level and at ‘tween
decklevel, andthe depth of the holds in the fore section to within 3 ft of herkeel

AFPRIL 9T, 1940 at a cost of £115,000, the T histlegorm is
successfullylaunched. CaPtain George Whitfieldis to commission her,
before handing her over to Captain William [ llis, three months before
herloss. T his highly detailed originalimage was taken by | [FARKY, a
local professional photographer
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SPECIFICATIONS

YARD #3599

BUILT;MANOR QUAY WORKS,NORTHSANDS. SUNDE RLAND
LAUNCHED; APRIL 9T 1940

CLASSIFICATION; Al Lloyds, British Steamship

DIMENSIONS; +15ftx58ftx 24 ft TONNAGEL; 4890tons

ENGINES; Triple expansion steamby North [~ ast Marine [~ ngineers

E\/erg few images of the
“ Thistlegorm afloat have been

located. T hisis one of a setof

» six taken by L Farrg at her

% launch. T"lere tugs are

Nekndid | positioning  her  alongside
T A | Manor Quay North Sands,
: i Sunderland, to be fitted out.

T he main structure of the ship

is complete butasgetshe hasnotreceivedherboilers orengineand is sittingverg high inthe water.

By Septemberof the nextyearshehadcompleted hertrials andhadundertaken three voyages under the
commandof Captain (George Whinfield. On the 1% July 1 940 she left Methilfor Southendin convoy 75209,
arrivingonthe 2" andon the 5% returnedto Methilin convoy FN24.Next day,in convoy OA 179 she departed
forPanamainballast. The 16 Augustfoundherdeparting [alifax for | iverpoolin Convoy X 66 with a cargo

of iron rails and aircraft parts, arriving LiverPoo] 31 St/\ugust

On November5t 1 940 she departed Methilfor Obanin convoy EN19/1inballastleaving Livcrpoo] 2
days laterin convoy OB 242. The 1071 February 1941 found herheadingback to | iverpool from [Freemantle,
with a cargo of cereal in convoy MSK 65, arriving [_iverpool on the 4" March. During this voyage Captain
Whinfieldorganisedthe first and only gun practice, deeming the guns saferif not used! By the end of that month
she was heading for (Georgetownin Convoy O 303 in Ballast. [Javingloadedwith a cargo of sugar, shejoined
convoy BIHX128 outof Bermudaforalifax joining convoy [ IX 1 28 on the 20" andafter discharging her cargo
at|_iverpoolinearly June,she departedforthe Clyde
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She was laid up at the “Taii o’ the Pank “on the Clgclc for almost two months with boiler trouble,
eventua”g arriving, at berth QD i4 on June 25th.1 941 The shiP’s command was then handed overto Captain
William [ llis. The ships suPerintcndcnt’s M-Wawns and Sons sent Dominic Wawn and Walter Beatie to

Grenock to organise a Fort Relie]c team. The purpose of this team was to allow the shiPs’ crew a break between

the vogages.Thus began the Ioadingforthatﬁna] voyage.

HER CAFTAIN

William [ llis OB was born in December 1891 |n 1 907 he went to sea for the first time as a cook/seaman, at
the age of 15 working on schooners. Bg August 1911 he hadworked his way up to able bodied seamen, l'waving
sailed on many [ong voyages. [His first Position as an officer was on board the 55 Manchester Engineer asa

third mate, Progressingto secondmate on the S9.5. Fotiacin 1914.Ductoa tragecly onboardthe 55 C/zcwbt
Kangca 5earlater,while off Newfoundland, he was Promoted to Chief Officer.

During\/\/orld War One he was emploged }33 the A”Dgn | ine,andsawaction off Alexandria,when his berth, the
5.5. [ histleban, on a return voyage from Karachito [ull, with a cargo of linseed, peas and rape sced, was
torpcdoecl “4 miles north of number 4 beacon, A]exandria, bg a German submarine on the Zﬁrd December 1916.

[He then studied and attained his Masters (_ertificate andini 91 7 took his first command for [Turness, Witl-xg &
Co onboardthe S.S.Waterlanc{.

In 1924, he rejoinedthe Albyn [incas secondofficeronthe 5.5. Thistelben, Progressing in chicf officer 3 years
later.[n 1928 he took charge of the S5.5. T histleford. [n July 1941 he was transferredto the 5.5. T histlegom.
This was to be his onlyvoyage onthe ship.|n 1942 he was awardedan O.B. [ He stayedwith the Albyn | ine
untilhe retiredin December 1947. e diedin June 1955 atthe age of 63.

THECARGO

Theloading for that fatal final voyage began weeks before the T histlegorm set sail at berth (9D 14 T he cargo
was a varied one and a ship of hersize could carry a tremendous amount of much need supplies. Although the
(Captain oversaw her loading, the port relief team were responsible for the task. There was a great deal of
organising requiredto ensure the cargowas notonlyloadedin alogicalorderbutthatno space was wasted. [ very
vehicle was itselfloaded with cargo. [From eyewitness accounts andindeedthe records of WW. Wamns itwould seem
thatmany of the cratedaircraft parts were loadedinto the well decks of numbers one andtwo holds including wing
sections fusclages and engine covers. These are the decper sections and with a uniform shape the crates
containingfuselages andwings couldbe tightly packedinto these lower areas. Palley bridges were often usedto
create false floors and it was onto these that many of the trucks were Placcc{] themselves full of crates of medical

suPPlies, which included morPhine, camphoratec{ oil, Lgsolats antiseptic tablets, salt tablets and water Purhcﬁing
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tablets. | ee Emcielcl rhqes,generators and NAFFI cquiPment, We”ington boots were thenloadedinto available

spaces. Thc correct]oaclingwas alsoessential forthe stabilitg andtrim of the vessel.

A the cargo filledto the tween decks, these shelves were thenloaded with more trucks, the dccpcrlessaccessible
areasloadedfirst,and more false decks placed overthe lips of the ‘tween deck, creatinglagyers of planking between
sections of cargo. | he well deck eventually being complctelg filled to the top and then deck hatches fitted over,
themselves becoming spaceforthe cargo to beoffloaded onroute. [Tinallythe coaltendersand waterbowsers were

cranedonto the deck and wires wclcling to the deck to secure them. E_vcn the coaltenders were used Forstorage,

the Stanierlocomotive’s con-rods can still be foundinside the tenders top section.

WAWN SLIST (LOADLIST

Accordingto the excellent THISTLE BPOATSY” by DCE. Eurreu, Dominic Wawn himself went

to Glasgow tooversee the loading of whatwas tobe Thistlcgorm’s Fina]voyage‘ Fcrhaps in theirarchives
the documents clctaihngthc cargo (manhccst orload ]ist) could be found. llc 50, much more information about
her cargo would come to Iight. [t is not uncommon for comPanies to kccp records dating back begond the

requirecl 7 years.
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Wamncs loadlist-the c/ocumcnttﬁattookyears to track c/own, was to revea/manﬂ ncwanc//htcrcst/hgaspccts of
the cargo, anc//oac//ng. Jna very faded condition we were, with the use o[p/zotos/:op, able to enhance the hand

Wr/t/hg to revealmuch more vitalinformation.

Much of the older material had been hand written and the ink’s had faded, but there, amongst some wartime
accounts were several sets of cargo listings for 194 1 including that of the T histlegorm. Although very faint, and
probably incomplete we were able enhance several of the pages thanks to photoshop. They revealed some
thitherto unknownfacts aboutthe T histlegorm’s ca rgo,justas |had hoped. My Persistencehad paid off.We could

now confirm the tﬂPC of aircraft she was carrgingand indeedwhere theg were loaded.

While the listis incomp]ete itgivesus a Fascinating insightinto whatwas loadedand where. While we cannot confim
final numbers we can certainlg calculate minimum amounts. [Torinstance 14 Um'versal (arriers were loaded, three
have been accounted foron the wreck, a further 8 have been located e]sewhere, now underwater too, butfroma

differentwar, and Proo{:incleecl oFsalvagc work.

HELOCOMOTIVES STANIER sF2-8-0
L OCOMOTIVE

7—/7@ Stanier 8] steam Jocomotive was /ocrﬁaps the
work horse of the rail network in the 30’s and 40’ and
indeed over 200 of the 8 52 mac/c, were cxportcc/ to the
[ /\///c/c//e [ ast and used exi’cns/ve/y tﬁrougﬁout the
Quena [ ine. O)[ the 52 builtin 1 947 for the war effort
in the M/a/a’/c East a total of 10 were lost on the way.

As the /4//165 /ous/ma/ the /4)05 forces further west, the rail network which was vital to the 5up/o/y /11765

reached to within i 5 miles of Tobruﬁ. 7776 network /s still mnn/ng toa’ay. 7—/7656 engmcs were to prove
themselves dun’ng the contlict and indeed many were given a coat of armour-concrete slabs 4 inches thick.
D@s{gnca/ éﬂ 5/% {/[/////'am 5tar7/cr, her 2-8-0 /7umécr7’ng refers to her W/766// axel /aﬂout; one front éog/'c
and + drive axels. [ wo such locomotives were loaded onto the Tﬁ/ét/egom, [/an,é/ng her number + hold.
Téanks to /715;4{9 detailed records of this /ocomot/vc, the twolocos on the seabed are works numbers 370
and 3 yas built atﬁ/oring[?um, G/asgow. [/V/t/é every other loco accounted for, there islittle doubt that the
rumour of a third engine is 5/mp/ﬂ one of the many mﬂtﬁs 5urrouna/fng the wrecks in the Ked Sea. [t is
tcst/’monﬂ to the tremendous force of the cx/o/osl'on that JO tons of locomotive could be /oro/oc//ca/ t/7roug/§
the air and end up where tﬁcy are toc/aﬂ, some 30mtrs off the port and starboard sides of the wreck. //7
both cases 0/7/ﬂ the smoke box and the first two Pa/rs of wheels remain in /o/acc. As the boilers were on[g
attached on 5//0]/'/75 bolts to allow forcxpans/on i'/kfﬂ scparatca/ from the main chassis and lie Hattened off
the stern of the wreck. WA@@E and axels lie scattered around the 563[/766{ and indeed make a gooc/ /0/70t0
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pProp in theirown ﬂg/ﬂ'. 777@ coaltenders and watertank cars made up the /ocomoi'/’vc, the watertank cars
extenc//ng the engines range bﬂ Prov/a//ng an extra SU/D/D/ﬂ of water for desert opcrat/ons. Tﬁeﬂ were
loaded and remain J[/an,é/ng number 2 and number 1 hold re.s/occl'/ve/y_

En_ h_ 4 ) i . l > Profile of the Stanier 2-80

i —a) ) L | ocomotive with its tender attached,
L 'i-'?‘._ 5= 4 _,-::'.1-_54_

showing the overall dimensions. We

-
e

unshaded area shows the section of

l
ﬁi . both engines which still remain. T he

_ 8.9 | 5. .'l: ~61] &-3 | 1W'-0%" 7.6* | 7eer T |stsig

tenders are on the deck of the

- 52'- 738" -

. Thistlegorm, and the smoke box and
- MINISTRY OF.SUPPLY (LMS 8F) 2-8-0 first two axels sit upright on the
scabed. T heboilersections are almostunrecognisablc andthe drive wheels are scattered around the PerimctermC
the wreck. The controlcabshaveneverbeen ]ocatcd, andare thoughtto have been sa]vagcd due to thcirhiglﬁ brass
content. Rumoursof a thirdloco beingsightecl bg adive guicle tying onto the wreck have been c{isPe”ec{; he sawthe
third water railcar off the stern. [ Joweverthatdidn’t stop a group of Russian divers looking{:orthe Pha ntom loco.
As quoted above we have the loco 5ard numbers, and as all other SF’s have been accounted for the debate is

closecl, rumourdispe”ed.

THEMOTORDBIKES
BSA M20MOTORBIKE

A staggering 126,000 of these motorbikes were Producec! during WW2 and were used 135 despatch riders. | ke
the other motorbikes in the holds they were assigned to f:ie!cl Marsl’xa” Auchinleck, whom was in cl‘xarge of the
British troops Fighting the desert fox, Rommel. T he motorbikes loaded neat]3 into the back of the trucks have

suffered great]g from Pi”age;gone are the tool kits, handle bars and even the 7 Eadges

MATCHLESS G3L. MOTORBIKE

Tlﬁc Matclﬁless G}L was a two-scatcrsing]c cg]incler motorbikc,with a 4-

speedfoot change gearbox‘ Dcsignecl fordesert use, it was laterto become a

domesticvehicle inthe form of the (G3Clubman.

gy NORTON 16 HMOTORBIKE.
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.F m The Norton 16 hwas very similarto the BSA motorbikes, and was again sPeciaug
OF on designed for dcsPa’cch riders in the desert camPaign. 50 ™ successtul
= World

was the clcsign that 100,000 were manufactured cluring
War 2 alone.

THE TRUCKS
ALBION AM+463

6 of these remcue“ing vehicles can be foundin number 1 hold. T he unusual va!ving

arrangement at the rear fed fuel through cle]ivery Pipes which Protruclecl in front of
the cab. From here rubberhoses fed the fuel to the aircraft. The rubber of the

hoseshasnow Perishecl ]eavingon!y the sPringFormers.

ALBIONDY3/DBYs

8 of thesevariants are to be foundin number i holdon the uPPerdeck

BEDFORDMW

Puilton a i 5cwt chassis,witha 6 cylinder Bedfordengine, delivering7 2hp, theyhadatop speedof 65km /hand
a range of 380km. 66,000 of these versatile lightweight trucks were produced by Vauxhal during the Second
WordWar. [nits most commonformithada universalwooden tray and canvas cover,butmany variants from radio
cars to gun tractors were developed./\lthough listed in Wamns list a recent survey carried out by underwater
Photogra PherAIex Mustardfailed to identify orfinds any of these. T he detail of his study would suggest that the
vehicles listed may have beenin the upperholds along with the (niversal carriers, and salvaged shortly after the

sinking. Qurresearchteam s still looking)corang reports of the salvage work carried out.

BED FORD OYCW!H"I almostdouble the Payloac‘ ofthe MW, the Bedford OY 3 tontruck was

the mainstay of the BritishArmg, with some 72.000 Proclucecl cluring thewar. Again
the chassis constructionleadsto a variety of versionsanduses. Situated atthe rear
of number 2 hold on the tween cleck,just forward of the bunker, are five of these
variants fitted with water tanks From the information gathered on this

manufacturers Plate,t!-le purpose ofthese trucks has beenidentified. |~ ach carried
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a type SW2 water filter and Pumping system made bg Thc Patterson Enginccring Company of | ondonin
1941 .Watertankers,suPPIgingdrinkingwaten

\
CROSSLEYQ

FWD or FourWheel Drive,hadan 1 1 footwheelbaseanduseda conventiona]susPension,the drive train of the

2 axle lGLandt}ﬂe proven 30/70 engine.The name oftenusedfor
these,the Quador'()" type,is notstrictlg correctas "()" wasthe
sPeciFication title used bg the WarOffice andso could be aPPlied to
vehicles from several manufacturers o{:digering clesigns. Tl’lere are 8
of these vehicleslocatedin the forward section of "

hie Number2

holdon the secondlevel.

LEYLAND RETRIEVER

==

The chlancl Rc’cricvcrwas abéx4truck Proc{ucccl }:)5 Leqlancl Motors forthe
= British/\rmﬁ between 19%9to i9+5.lthac}a 6 ]itre,+c3]inderoverhead

camshaft Petrol engine. (General Montgomery used one as his caravan&uring

WW” Two of these canstill be found on the wreck,with a furthertwo half
buried, these have Pglons stici(ing uPrightancl are Possibb bridgingvehic]es.

MORRIS COMMERCIALCS 8

Easi!g recognisab!e 139 its distinctive bonnet, these trucks were
" fitted with Ford 8 cg]incler engines and were wiclclg used 133 British
y forces. |ts versatile c{esign and reliabi!itg found it in use in many

+ theatres omcwarinc]uc]ing North Africa.4 are still found on the wreck

two each side of the uPPcrclcc‘( in holdnumber i close to the ships

sides.

MORRISCS 11

i 2 of these canbefoundonthe tweendeckinhold number i onboth the Portancl starboardsides.
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FORDWQOT 1

7 he [a/gcst of the vehicles in the wreck, this double axel truck was used for Acavy /oaﬂ/oaa/s and was over
20/t /ong. [itted with 8 Cﬂ/fl‘ld@l‘ Ford engines, a/c//vcn’ng S j/zlo. An cxamp/c can be found in the
starboard fore section, the rear wheels pcrc/ma/ on the ca’gc of the ‘tween deck. 777(3 chassis would
appear to be fittedwitha Pu//cy system, Pcr/haps some kind of i’/’/t/'/zgsﬂstem. On/ﬂ a small number of
these vehicles were /oroc/ucec/ forthe army.

FORDWOT »

Larger’chan the WOT 2, this truck was fitted with a ford \V 8 engine 8 5hP with some 18,00 seeingmilitarg sernvice
inWW i i.12 ofthese canbefoundintwo rows Facingxcorwarcl inhold numbcrl,}cacingxcor\»varcl, loaded with motor

bikesinthe wooden trays.

LEE ENFIELDRIFLEMKIV

Thel ee [ nfield |V was the result of over 30 years of refinement in bolt-action rifle Pchormance. This
rifle’s genesis was the | ee Model 1895 rifle, devcloped bg James | ee The Model 1895 fired a hig}v
vc!ocitg 6-millimeter (0.236-inch) round; however, its straighbpu” bolt Provcd to be difficultto operate in
combat conditions. ]n 1907, the shor‘t»magazinc | ce Emcielci <5MLE_) Mark ” was introclucec]; the
SM L Mark ]” followed afew years later. These rifles used a rotating (rather than straight) bolt action
and were the standard British in{zantrg rifles during Wor]d War ] T]ﬁis smootHy oPerating bolt enabled
a trained soldier to fire up to 15 aimed shots per minute. f:urther simplhcication of the SMLE design
resulted inthe | ee [T nfield No. 4. Dcveloped in 1928, itwas not Produccd in quanti’cg until 1941 when
it became the standard Pritish imcantrg rifle. Large numbers of these rifles and their ammunition were
Packed into the holds. Cratedin Paci(s of 6 “butt to muzze”, most of the cxamP!es still seen on the wreck
have fused togethcr, the wooden Packing!ong since rotted away.

ORDINANCE

The aft section of the sl’uip was Packcd with a l’iuge amount of ordinance. [t is testimony to how quicug
the shi[:) sank, that so much remains, otherwise the seconclary exPlosions would have ccrtainly destrogccl

the entire stern section of the s]'\ip. ¢ has been imPossib]c to calculate the exact amount of munitions on
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boarcl, even with the helP of Wamn’s loacling list, which a!tlﬁough listing sizes of shc”s, on!y quanti{:ies in
terms of “cases”.Two entries alone list; 400 cases of 3.7 shc”s, 200 cases of ‘1".5”5l‘l€”5. Tlﬁcre are two

side holds with cases of 4 shells per case and we lost count at 100 of these!

Not all the cargo was forthe RAT. Two of the remaining battle ships were oPerating out of Alexandria
Harbour. Atone Point these battleships were clamaged by lta!ian clﬁario’ceers, however theirclraught was
such that theg were resting on the seabed, still above
the water and could be used as a very effective Firing
P!a’mcorms, before beir\g Patched up and towed to
Americafor rePairs. FIM.S. BARHAM was not so
lucky. We know from Wamn’s load list that a l—ruge
amount of ordinance was loaded into her aft holds.

The list quanthcies these shells as “cases of”. |n some

instances we know the shells were packed in sets of six
and this gives us an idea of the numbers fora single entry in the list. T he final number will never be known.
Many of these were 4 and 4.7”, armoured piercing, plus  the huge 15” shells used by the heavy cruisers
and battleships.

LIGHT PUNDITS

T wo of these unusual ]ooking vehicles can be found side by side on the port side ’cwccn,jus’c aft of the
collapsed water tanker. Theg are basica”g airfields identification beacons and consist of a generator,
switchgear, lantern and tro”eg. During transit the lantem is stowed. | esla coils drove 8 x 400 watts neon
tubes ﬂashing two letters in Morse code. These codes were set bg grouncl staff. Theg have been
described elsewhere as armoured cars on Rolls Kogce chassis. At
night, the base’s Pundit Beacon was cmPloyed to flash the airfield’s
FPundit Code in Morse inred ligh’c. Due to the risk of detectionand
observation bg enemy aircraft the beacon was Positioncd a few miles
from the airfield and Pcriodica”g relocated. Part of crews' Pre—mission

bricxcings would include notification of the beacon Position in relation

to the airfield .V\/hen mght Hging started the clutg electrician would
have to walk out to it and switch in on, which could take several minutes to do this and then start
transmitting the Morse letters for the station. Each airfield typica”y had three locations and alternate
codes which were employed during WW2. T he beaconwas Powercd bg a Coventrg~Climax i 6.911}:)
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TROLLEY ACCUMULATORS.

i Mlsleac{mglg described as motor bike side cars in some accounts,
-. these tro”eg accumulators were used on airfields to start aircraft
engmes. Basxca”g a box of batteries on whcc!s, conslstmgmc 62 volt
battcries, Proclucing 12 volts. When not inuse theg were rccharged
viathe main circuit. Several of these canbe found inthe second level
of number 1 & 2 holds. The toP covers have rotted away revea]ing

- the batteries inside.

UNIVERSAL CARKIER

Three of these small multi purpose tracked vehicles can be seen in the debris field between the two
sections of the wreck. Developed from the Light Dragon, an ar‘ti”erg tractor designcd sz Car&en Logd,
the (niversal carrier first aPPcarecl inthree guises, the Pren, Scout and Cavalrg bg Vickers Armstrong‘
T hese were dcvclopecl into the Universal Carrier, with Vickers Producing 4% cxamp]cs. The Production
then went out to Thonegcrmct, Morris, Avc!ing~5@chcorcl
and Sentinel Wagons for war time Production. Theg were
used mainly for inFantry support, and were often fittedwitha
30% Bren light machine gun. Thcg were Powerecl by Forcl
\/8 engines and could reach sPeecIs of 48km/h. Theﬁ could

carry up to 5 persons and aPPearecﬂ in many roles inc]uding

ambulanccs, flame throwing vclﬁicies, gun tractors and

demolition vehicles. Thcg were higlﬂlg successful in the Desert Campaign. Production carried on well
afterthe end of WWZ

At least ciglﬂt of these vehicles had been salvagcd from the wreck and utilized bg local militarg services.
Thcg were still inuse when the |sraeli’s invaded the Sinaiin Operation Kadesh, October 1956. Rather
than let them fall into the hands of the enemy, the E_gyptians dumped them into the sea near SEarm E_l

Maga‘
AIRCRAFT SPARES

Tl’xere are many aircraft wings scattered around the forward holds. Tl’xese were origina”y in crates and listed in

Wamn’s Particu]ars oF]oadingasFuselages, and wings forWestland Lgsanclers and engine parts (Possiblﬂ forthe

Lgsanders or Bristol B]enhiems}, P]us starter ’cro”egs (sometimes called accumulators) as a well as many spare

engine covers. These were all origina”g cratecl, and like the wooded Par’cs of the wings the crates have all rotted

away. Thus toclay onlg the aluminium sections remain, and it is difficult to say which is which. T he starter ’croHegs
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canbefoundnearthe bikes on thetween clcci(, starboard sidc.The manifest states theg were Packe& in the forward

holds but no sign of the Fuselages has ever beenfound. Whether theg were salvagecl orlie deep inside the lower

holdsis to this clag unconfirmed. A detailedlook at \Wamn’s listwould indicate ’cl‘zey still remain in the forward well

deck hold.
The sinking

A flight of German PBombershaving failedin theirmission to findand sinkthe QQueen Mary, thenbeingusedas a
troop ship lookedfora secondary targetandfoundthe T histlegorm Afterstraffing the ship , the circling [Hienkel
i1 droppedtwo bombs which hit the aft holds which were carrying the ordinance. T he initial and secondany
explosions almost ripped the ship in two and sent both steam locos hurtling through the air. [ler fate was scaled
andas she sankthe crew abandonedship andwere takenonboardthe « 5.5 Salamanua”and “FHIMS Carlisle”
The explosionalso caughtthe flecingbomber, which eventually crashed a few miles to the north. Nine of the crew

were killed. Tlﬂe date Oc’c 6th i 941 ‘Forthe crew this was to be the start of their misery. Not on]g was their pay
‘ stoPPCd butthcg hadto make theirown way home.

SURVIVORS ORDEALS

ANGUS Macl FAY,;9was a[)outto/ump when [sawone oftﬁegunn@rs /ﬂlh‘gunconsabus Hamesallaround

him. /mana‘gcc/to‘gctl’ﬁc marn onto my shouldersacross the burm}zgc/ccé andinto the life boat”

H KRY BANSALL, ”/‘7/\45 CAKL/ﬁLE was anchoredclose [75, the two lifeboats reachedits side as the

/[gﬁt)[rom a tremendous cxlo/osfon tumcc/n{gﬁt/hto a’aﬂ. Prokenintwo éﬂ the blastshe sank below the water”

JOE DAGG; s [ran overthe red hot deck a locomotive /Jur/cc/f/irougﬁ the a/%c//'sappcan}zgovcrf/icporf

quanfcr”

JACK BLA]R, “W/76/7 Ca/:n‘a/n E//IS cameon boardwe did a Acadcountandﬁvegunners andfoursailors had
gone down with the T/)iét/cgorm 7

NORMAN ELAND DUNN;“] was awakened bg the thudc{ing on deck and the sound of two l'teavg

exPlosions‘The afterdeckwas inflamesitwas imPossibleto getto the boatcleck_rlﬁe Plane cameround again and

droPPcda bomb which CxPloclecl inthe waterand machincgunncd us. Wejumpecl overboard”

DENIS GRAY (from the HIMS Car]isle) “We could see the se P]anes coming in very low and very fast, if

theg hadtheirwheels down theg wouldhave hitthe mast”

(Gunner GIy”” Owen; “] saw the hammock above my head catch fire | could see the whole sl'lip was on fire

’cl‘wougl’xt my Fami]g will neverknow how| died”
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CAWA]N W]LL]AM ELLls;“On 6t Octobcr 1941 atabout Zam,whi]e the vesselwas at anchoragc Fir\
the straits oFJubal(Gobal) with othervessels under Naval Control, | was awakened 53 the sound oFexplosions.]
immec{iatelg wenton deckand foundthevesselhadreceived a direct hit from an enemy bomber. T he aFterPar‘coF

the sl’xiP was enve]oped infierce flames ancl] realized riglﬂtawag there was no hoPe o{:saving’chc sl’xiP”

“Orclers to abandon shiP were givcn as the crews ciuar’ccrs were aft the sailors and firemen of the watch were cut
offfromthe boats Two boats were launched andthe menwhose quartcrs wereamiéshipswere saFelggotawag Mg

boatdrifted aft andwas successfulin Pickingup three orfourmenwho hac{jumped overboard”

THEWRECK TODAY

The wreck has now been extensively dived and diver overload has taken its toll. Thoughtless mooring by dive
masters to the handrails meansthey have long since gone along with theirsoftcorals. T he frontboilercoverof the
37 port steam train has now fallen off, the port deck above number |
holdhas co!]apse&, threatening to sentawater bowzer downinto
the hold,(as it has for years) flattening trucks bikes and rifles,
Sadlythelastremaining paravane onthe starboard side has been
destroyed-again through thoughtless mooring-the water bowzer
havingbeen liftedandthen dropped onto the towing array. Allbut
a few of the portholes have disappeared. Never the less, The

Thist]egorm is still a suPerb dive.

DroPPing onto her bow is quite a site, her starboard anchor chain
P]unging down to the seabed below. 5wimming overthe foc’sle railway

stockﬂanknumberone hOICl

DroPPingdown through rows of trucks and motorbikes, itis Possiblc to

continue aftto numbertwo hold Passed s5ix Packs" ofrifles and aircraft

wings. Numbertwo holdisfull of more trucks, boots andgives accessto

the buni(ering hold. This is very roomy and has a resident school of sweepers
l—lovering in its upper reaches. Again moving aft, the wreck seems to

disintegrate. This is where the bombs struck. Shells litter the co”apsed hold and
there are three bren gun carriers. Fi\cty feetto port sits the locomotive ~ bolt
uPrightlike her twin on the starboard side. Allthat remainsis the smoke box-the
boilers lic elsewhere andthereis no sign of the engineers cab angwher& as these
containedma ny brass controls. chcrs etc thcg may have been removed cluring a

salvage oPeration.

95



Tlﬁc stern section lies overto port, andthe aft holdhasallbut clisaPPcarccl ]caving Pilcs of munitions scattered
around. | he 3.5%and anti aircraptguns still in Place. Stern comPanionwags around the weather deck make great
swim througl‘vs and more glass fish fill in the gaps.
With care the rear accommodation area can be
exPlored. Kounding the stern Providcs a view of her

now motionless prop andrudderin 2 mtrs.

The return swim to the }Dridge section passcs the

triple expansion engine andhere the force of the explosion can
be seen—the deckis folded back onitself and above the galley
hangsinks-upside down!. T here are several access points to the
bridge level, The radio room can also be located here [idden

under the uP’cumccl deckis the entrance to the ga”cg, with it's

ranges stillintact. Swim mingForwarcl now, alongcompam'onwags
accompanied bg Batfish, Jacks, SnaPPer and Parracuda, the true sP]endour of the Thistlegorm can be
cxPcricncccl. [Jere amidstdrones, masts, winches and davits swim all the resident Red SCaFishcs, andtucked away
safe fromthe constantﬁnning action of divers there are still bushes of softcorals surviving.\/isittlﬁe entire foc'sle

before retumingto the shotline.

ACOMPREHENSIVE 100 PAGE GUIDE IS AVAILABLE FREE DROMDEEFLENS

7SYEARSUNDERWATER
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S.S. FULCA

The vessel's sole ownerwas Porteous & Senier, of London. With L. O. Moen serving as her captain thru 1878/79 . T.
Young thereafter. The Mercantile Navy List ('MNL') of 1880 lists Gilbert Porteous of London as her then presumably
managing owner. Built by Mounsey and Forsterin 1878 at South dock Sunderland 256.3 ft. long 34 ftbeam. 23 ft
draught. signal letters RHWB, 170 HP, 2cy 33” x 62 “ engines by Blair & Co. Limited, of Stockton.In 1879 Fulica went
agroundin fogat New York & cracked hershaft. In early Feb. 1880, the vesselwas en route from Penarth, Wales, to
Aden with a cargo of coal. On Feb. 11, 1880, the vesselwasin collision with Eden (see below) when in the straits of
Gubal, Gulf of Suez, 2 miles off the Ashrafi

ighthouse. Fulica sank as a result of the collision K “ or Swanees,
The ship Minnie Knapp,
but fortunately nolives were lost. Eden, badly with iron g“ gmnndnd in Belfast Louh on Wed-

pesday, but floated off and proocaaded.

damaged, made its way safely to Suez. As The Fulics, .a belonmnu to hMessrs. Porteous

perthis contemporary newspaper cutting. It and Semier, Loudon, from Penarth to Aden, lnd
would seemthat a couple of court casesresulted. | the Kden, &, bOIOD?DI' :;R E:ep:"l; M.IIII mo‘:
In an earlier case referred toin this decision it ":l::'uﬂl g‘h:o r:rm“ ‘.‘::d sank, The latter
indicates that Fulica had been found in such case has arrived at Suez b‘dl, danod, bat all hands
to be solely responsible forthe collision. Eden? A safe. = Py S

1446 gross (933 net) ton steamship, built by W. Gray & Co. at West Hartlepool in 1879, ownedin 1880 by Robert
Ropnerof West Hartlepool, ON 81503. Eden had left Newport, Wales, on Jan 7, 1880 for Aden with a cargo of J. Cory
& Son coal, underthe command of captain Wilkinson. It clearly survived the encounter.

The wreck was found by Red Sea Exploreres owner Fiesel Khalaf and his teamin 2018, reporting th wreck upright in
73 mtrs. With most of the hull remaining.

The loss of the S.S.FULICA

“Between 4.15 and 430am on the 11*" Feb, last the Fulica with a crew of 25 hands on a voyage from Cardiff to Aden
with a cargo of coal wasin the Red Sea off AshrafiLight. The wind at the time was about SW blowing a light breeze.
The night was fine and clear but dark. The Fulica was proceedingunder steam steeringa course SE by S, making
9knots an hour. At this time the Eden which fora long time had been following the Fulica was observed at a distance
of half a mile bearingon the port bow, and showing her mast and green lights.

At about4.30, the revolvinglights of Ashrafi which was bearing broad on the Fulica’s bow, appearingto be
somewhat too near, the helm of the Fulica was starboarded to keep herclear of the land and then her helm was
steadied, and when the light was abaft the beam the helm was ported.

The Eden overhauled the Fulica and came uponthe port side of her and was then loudly hailed to starboard her
helm, the helm of the Fulica being put hard a port, and herengines stopped, butthe Eden with her stemand
starboard bow struck the Fulica abaft the foreriggingand sank herin a few minutes”

The entire crew were rescued and taken on board the Eden. The court of enquiry deemed the Fulicato be solely to
blame for the collision,

The wreck was found by Red Sea Explorers owner Fiesel Khalaf and his team in 2018, reportingthe wreck upright in
73 mtrs. With most of the hull remaining, but damage to her bow.Described as similar to the Roslie Moller, it would
appearshe was carrying coal at the time of herdemise.The wreck is covered in glassfish and is swept by strong
current.Lying out from Ashrafiin the shippinglane.
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DEEPLENS.COM

UNDERWATER PHOTOGRAPHY & WORLDWIDE SAFARIS
AQUATICIMAGERY SINCE 1985

MOBILE 075181671970 deeplens@aol.com WWW.deeplens.com

For over 20 years we have been successfully organizing and leading
photographic and shipwreck safaris around the world, using the very best
liveaboards and dive centres. Our destinations include:

Palau Truk Lagoon Maldives
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BLUE LAGOON DIVE SHOP AND
RESORT

BLUE LAGOON
DIVE SHOP

S

The Top location for wreck divers the world over!

Set in an idyllic location to experience the worlds greatest
collection of shipwrecks, Blue Lagoon Dive Centre and
Resort caters for the discerning divers every need.
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Where better than the Blue Lagoon Resort to relax and
savour a great days diving. Relax in the bar. Sunset Island

or dine in the restaurant and enjoy the superb international
cuisine.

PETER COLLINGS BIBLIOGRAPHY-PUBLICATIONS 1986-2021
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by Peter Collings
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THEY NEVER CAME BACK.

2010 2010 2011 2011 2012 2013

SHIPWRECKS OF : ' _
MALTA AND GOZG L iy i SHIPWRECKS OF THE MALDIVES , . . . , 5]’1”"WRE(;KS
' ; e g ‘ OF TIRAN

BY PETER COLLINGS

Bincur e-baok wreck gudessrles

2013 2013 2013 2014 2104

SHIPWRECKS
75 YEARS UNDERWATER
8 SsTHISTLEGORM

D'PEARL BRY

2015 2015 2015 2015
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E book concept

The idea of the E-Book series came about after seeing so many incorrect
publications quoting the wrong identity of the Tile Wreck at Abu Nuhas in the
Egyptian Red Sea. Despite a plethora of undeniable facts presented by myself
and members of the Red Sea Wreck Academy, self-proclaiming experts still, for
reasons known only to them, continued to quote the Marcus as the Chrisoula K.
It was archive photographs from Howard Rosenstein and the location of the
ships bell, which added weight to Stephan Jablonski’s accounts of the sinkings’.
This new material gave us enough to produce the first E-bookin 2008.

Being free from restrictions it soon found its way around the world and was
passed on from diver to diver. It had the desired effect. Now more and more
reports carry the correct identity. Sadly some don’t!

It was also an opportunity to give something back to diving. Of course there was
also controversy overtheidentity and purpose of the Russian Wreck at Zabagad,
and this lead to the second title. “75 Years Underwater” is THE definitive guide
to the worlds most dived wreck. “Suez Wrecks” highlights the achievements of
our regular wreck hunting trips up into the Gulf and “ dive Egypt’s wrecks” in 5
volumes is the most comprehensive guide to these waters .Otherarea’s are also
featured ;Subic Bay,Leros Truk Lagoon, Maldives Malta Coron and Palau.

12 years on, the project has proved its worth, despite being ignored by the diving
press, and with its place on the issuu platform at KUBI/MIFLEX continues to
provide true and accurate information on many of the worlds best wrecks.

So now we have a total of 25 titles available, and more on the way, yours to
enjoy and pass on to anyone who may be interested. Don’t forget we run
regular expeditions and safaris to all these featured wrecks.

Safe diving.

PeterCollings.

OTHER TITLES IN OUR E BOOK SERIES;

“75 YEARS UNDERWATER ”
“THERUSSIAN WRECK”

“SUEZ SHIPWRECKS”

“THETILE WRECK HER TRUE STORY”
“SHIPWRECKS OF SOUTHERN EGYPT”

“EGYPT'STOP 20 SHIPWRECKS!”
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“THEY NEVER CAME BACK"”

“THE ROSALIE MOLLER IN DEPTH GUIDE”
“SAFAGA SHIPWRECKS”
“SHIPWRECKS OF TIRAN”
“DIVE EGYPTSWRECKSVOL 1-5”
“SHIPWRECKS OF ABU NU HAS”
“SHIPWRECKS OF THE MALDIVES”
“MALTA SHIPWRECKS”
“SHIPWRECKS OF TRUK LAGOON”
“PACIFICSHIPWRECKS”
“LEROS SHIPWRECKS
“SHIPWRECKS OF SUBIC BAY”
“SHIPWRECKS OF D’PEARL BAY”
“FLORIDA KEYS WRECK TRAIL”

“SHIPWRECKS OF THE SPICE ISLANDS”

PETER COLLINGS

Peter began diving in 1970. In 1985 he wrote the first
of 35 diving related books, and has won several
international awards for his publications and
underwater  photography. His  articles and
photographs have appeared consistently thoughout
the international diving press since 1983,

A BSAC Advanced instructor, ( Red Sea Wreck
Academy) SSI PRO 5000 DIVER and TDI Advance Trimix

diver, Peter has lead over 500 wreck and photo safaris
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around the world, logging over 7500 dives, and along
with his regular team of experts has located and
identified many of the shipwrecks in Egyptian waters.

Peter has worked closely with several tourist
Authorities such as ESTA, Istria, Chuuk and most
recently Leros Active writing and publishing a 25 title
series of E-guide books. Several more locations are
earmarked in this series of guides which promote

tourism through shipwrecks.
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The World’s Only Scrolling Slate ®
Paper for the other 71% of the Earth’s surl“aceI

The aquaSketch anﬂ is a rugged underwater notebook, sketchipad and reference platform
that brings all the convenience and versatility of paper to the marine environment, and other
extreme settings. This patented device is-small enough to be worn on the wrist or put into a
pocket, yet it can hold an incredible Eight feet of

waterproof, reusable and printable material.

g

The aquaSketch Minno is the ultimate device for notation and reference under any extreme condition:

@ Easy to use: Worn on the wrist , aquaSketch Minno is optimized for easy, single-handed use.

@ Durability: Simple and virtually indestructible, no batteries or electronics, aquaSketch Minno is
dependable in the most adverse conditions.

@ Compact: Small enough to be stored in a pocket or worn on the wrist.
@ Capacity: aquaSketch Minno can hold an incredible 8 feet of paper.

@ Saving notes: Simply scroll through notes, aquaSketch Minno unique vellum can be scanned or
photographed for digital archiving.

® Reusable: Once archived, notes can be erased completely and aquaSketch Minno reused idefinitely.

@ Erasability: Use a finger to erase unwanted notes underwater, aquaSketch Minno's textured
surface makes it easy to erase completely during or after a dive.

® Reusable: After notes are archived aquaSketch Minno can be erased completely or reused.

® Apps: aquaSketch Minno's extensive library of pre-printed "Apps” include
v 'A“i Decompression schedules, Dive safety checklists and many more!

@ Printable: Custom printing of maps, guides and other reference material.

Official Distributor Contact us at sales@miflexhoses.co.uk or call on +44 (0)1162 388255




